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Numismatic News 1 

is first rate 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS is a first-rate publication 
that is timely, journalistically sound, and well 
worth the subscription price.” 


Mike Ellis, Alabama 


When money matters, you 
definitely want the best choice. That's 
NUMISMATIC NEWS your complete 
hobby weekly. 

In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 

count on the latest news first; the 
hobby’s most respected value guide, 
“Coin Market;" the field's only full¬ 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby's 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry’s most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
special bonus, you'll receive a FREE 
classified ad every week as a 
subscriber. That’s a *260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 
subscription several times over. 


numismatic IlCWf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ WW m 


700 E. State Street, 
lola.WI 54990 


!□ YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! □ Check or Money order (to Nu mu male News) 

20 issues. . just *9 95 

Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. 


Name. 
Address, 
j City_ 

! State. 


□ MasterCard □ VISA 
Credit Card No 

Expires: Mo._ 

Signature 
Phone No 


Mail with payment to: Numismatic News, Circulation Dept 
700 E. State St., Ida, Wl 54990 QNZ 







































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

Vz Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 
Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed.' 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

fIBGIBIA 

NUMISMATIST 


VOLUME 29 NUMBER 1 
JANUARY 1993 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


I have received only one response to my 
request for feedback/ideas on the VNA, how¬ 
ever it was one of quality from a relatively 
new member in Manassas, Virginia. His main 
reason for joining was to increase his know¬ 
ledge of the hobby, and he offered several 
excellent suggestions for the improvement 
of the organization and the annual convent¬ 
ion, all of which I will discuss at the 
next board meeting. 

One suggestion, for a "Swap Shop" sect¬ 
ion in THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, can be imp¬ 
lemented right away,by using the MONEY $TORE. It's not limited to buy 
and sell ads; if you have material to swap, just send in your ad, and 
it will be published. MONEY $TORE ads are, of course, free. 

I'm still soliciting your comments and suggestions for ways to im¬ 
prove VNA, please send them to me care of the editor. I hope to read 
many innovative ideas from you during the coming months. 

As of early November when this was written, there had been no 
additional information on the Clay Perdue murder case. Any further dev¬ 
elopments will be reported to our members. 

Sad to say, VNA has lost yet another member. Mr. James Allen of 
Newport News died last September. An army retiree, he was a collector 
military related material. The Virginia Numismatic Association extends 
deepest sympathy to his family. 

I hope that you all enjoyed a very merry Christmas, and that your 
New Year will be both happy and prosperous. 



Sincerely, 

Jim Harvey 
President 


DUES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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MEET OUR ADVERTISERS. 6 


THE COIN EXCHANGE OF VIRGINIA 


This series of profiles is designed to acquaint VNA members with 
the dealers whose ads in our magazine help to finance its publication. 
VNA is grateful for their patronage, and we hope that our members will, 
in turn, extend patronage to them. 

The story of the Coin Exchange on Old Street in Petersburg, Va., 
starts with its founding late in 1987 by Greg Tucker, who at that time 
was first vice president of VNA. Steve Bennett was the shop's first 
customer, and his regular visits culminated in his purchasing the busi¬ 
ness from Greg in 1990. Steve moved to his present location at 106-B, 
West Old Street in 1991. 

Steve Bennett, a native of Chicago, grew up in San Pablo, California. 
He joined the army in 1963, and was soon sent to Japan. One evening in 
1965, one of his buddies invited him to attend a meeting of the local 
numismatic society. Steve had to ask what that was, but, having nothing 
better to do, he went. That meeting was a milestone in Steve's life; he 
discovered coin collecting which he has pursued enthusiastically ever 


since, and one of the 
collectors he met that 
evening, Miss Yoko Maki, 
soon afterwards became 
Mrs. Bennett. 



As is the case with 
most army families, the 
Bennetts have lived in a 
lot of places. They spent 
six years in Germany, 
and five in Alaska, 
where Steve was deeply 
involved in the local 
coin club. He remains act- 
in clubs and is current¬ 
ly VNA's second vice pres¬ 
ident. He's also a member 
of ANA, and was president 
of the Richmond Coin Club 
in 1988-89. 


One of Steve's stateside 
assignments was at Fort Lee 
in Petersburg, Virginia, 
and in 1983,when he retired 
from the army, the Bennetts 
and their five sons settled 
in the Petersburg area. 


Steve and Yoko Bennett 


Steve had been a vest 


pocket dealer since 1969, 

and acquiring a shop of his own fulfilled a long time ambition. The Coin 
Exchange offers a wide variety of U.S. and foreign coins, tokens and 
paper money. They also carry stamps and sports cards, with the latter 
department managed by son Kevin. The shop is located in the historic 
downtown section of Petersburg, a short distance from 1-95. To get 
there from 1-95, take the Washington St. exit and go west to Sycamore 
St.? turn right onto Sycamore and follow it to Old St. Go left on Old 
St.; the shop is in the second block at 106-B. Make it a point to pay 
them a visit. r> 



WALT MASON AWARD GOES TO COL. JESSE MARTIN 

Congratulations to Col. Jesse H. Martin of Springfield, Va., the 
1992 recipient of the WALT L. MASON AWARD for numismatic achievement. 
The award was presented at the VNA annual banquet last September. 

The award was based on Col. Martin's continuing and enthusiastic 
involvement in numismatics over a period of more than thirty years. He 
is a collector and teacher who, for the past several years, has been 
the originator and sponsor of perhaps the only high school coin club in 
the country that has grown successfully over the years. The students 
of the Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology in 
Annandale, Virginia, are very competitive and the program's success is 
the result of a specific agenda that Martin developed which encourages 
the integration of numismatics with foreign language classes. Weekly 
after school club meetings challenge and encourage the students to 
study coins and coinage as part of their membership. 

The Mason Award is recognition of near-lifetime achievement of the 
recipient. This year's award also recognizes the recipient's commitment 
and effort to foster numismatics in others, especially junior and 
embryonic collectors. Martin's commitment to numismatics is demonstrat¬ 
ed by his other activities that have been no less influential. He has 
organized coin shows overseas and in his home area. He has made a sig¬ 
nificant discovery of a previously unknown variety of the buffalo 
nickel, and he is a vest pocket dealer. 

Significantly, the ANA has taken notice of this outspoken mentor 
and leader in the development of future numismatists. Jesse Martin's 
willingness to do what others only talk about has resulted in unprece¬ 
dented support by local and national coin dealers, who provide the 
materials and financial support for the young numismatists program in 
Virginia. 

The WALT L. MASON AWARD was established in 1988 to honor the memory 
of one of the most distinguished numismatists in the Middle Atlantic 
Area. Walt Mason, known as the "collector's collector' was active in 
the region for more than thirty years, and won widespread affection 
and regard for his personal as well as his numismatic qualities. The 
criteria for the award, based on contributions to the numismatic hobby 
over a period of years, reflect the qualities of Walt himself, includ¬ 
ing open-handed help to collectors of all ages and the sharing of 
information on the varied pleasures of the numismatic hobby. 

Nominations for the 1993 award will be accepted between January 1 
and July 1, 1993. Nominations may be made by anyone, but the nominee 
must be numismatically active in the mid-Atlantic area of Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia and 
the Carolinas. To obtain further, write to Len Harsel, PO Box 2301, 
Springfield, VA 22152. 


JAMES M. ALLEN 

1937 - 1992 

James M. Allen of Newport News, Va., a deputy sheriff for James City 
County, died on September 10, 1992. A native of North Carolina, he 
settled in Newport News following his retirement from the army. He was 
a collector of military-related material, and a member of both VNA and 
the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends its condolences to his 
parents and his children in their time of sorrow. 
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HE TOOK PORTO BELLO 


WITH SIX SHIPS ONLY 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

Few events of the eighteenth century aroused more public enthusiasm 
in England than the capture in 1739 of the Spanish City of Porto Bello 
in America. Under the leadership of Sir Robert Walpole, England had 
been at peace for several decades. Although Sir Robert wished to 
remain at peace, it was not to be. Spanish harassment of British 
shipping in American waters, skillfully played upon by the oppisition 
in Parliament, aroused public opinion to a fever pitch, and war was 
declared against Spain in October, 1739. As the church bells rang out 
for joy. Sir Robert sourly remarked, "They're ringing their bells now, 
but soon they'll be wringing their hands. 

Among Parliamentary opposition's 
most vocal proponents of war was 
Edward Vernon,a fifty five year old 
naval officer on inactive duty. 
Vernon had served in the navy since 
he was eighteen, and during the long 
periods between assignments, he 
kept busy by running for parliament. 
His loud and eloguent advocacy of 
better treatment for the navy's 
sailors, and of British maritime 
rights on the high seas were an 
embarrassment to the administration 
for Vernon knew whereof he spoke. 

In one of the debates on war 
with Spain the subject of the Span¬ 
ish city of Porto Bello came up,and 
in a moment of enthusiasm Vernon 
exclaimed that if given six ships, 

"I will take the place".The govern¬ 
ment immediately called his bluff. 
He was commissioned a vice-admiral, 
given a fleet of nine ships, and 
sent off to take Porto Bello. 

The administration may have secr¬ 
etly hoped that he would fail, and 
were, in any event, willing to risk the loss of the ships just to 
get Vernon out to sea and out of their hair. Vernon, for his part, 
wasted no time, departing with his fleet for the West Indies in July, 
1739, just eleven days after he received his commission. 

Porto Bello today is an insignificant little village on the 
Caribbean Coast of Panama, about twenty miles from the City of Colon. 
In the eighteenth century it was one of Spain's premier bastions in 
the New World. Located at the northern terminus of the road across the 
Isthmus of Panama, it was the place where the Spanish treasure fleet 
came every year to take on its cargos of gold and silver for shipment 
to Spain. If it could be taken, much booty could be hoped for, but it 
was strongly defended, and taking it was expected to be no easy task. 
The northern side of the harbor entrance was defended by a formidable 
work called the Iron Fort. On the southern side was another fort, 
equally formidable, called Saint Jago de Gloria, while in the town 



Admiral Edward Vernon 
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itself was a battery called San Jeronimo. 

Vernon reached Jamaica late in October, and leaving two of his ships 
there, he departed for Porto Bello. En route he detached one ship to 
cruise off the Spanish port of Cartagena, and with six ships arrived 
off Porto Bello during the evening of November 20. The attack commenc- 
ed eariy the following morning, with the fleet in column formation 
sailing close to the Iron Fort, each ship firing several broadsides as 
it passed. Vernon observed that the Spanish were beginning to desert 
their guns, and when the flagship came abreast of the fort, he ordered 
her stopped, while the marines and sailors poured in a heavy fire of 
small arms. The admiral then signaled for the soldiers to be landed, 
and, as they swarmed in, the Spaniards raised a white flag and 
surrendered. The next day, as the English prepared to attack the 
Gloria fort, the Spaniards capitulated. At a cost of seven killed and 
five mounded, Vernon had made good his boast. 

As expected, Porto Bello yielded considerable booty, including ten 
thousand pieces of eight, intended as pay for the Spanish garrison. 
These the admiral had distributed "among his Majesty's forces for 
their encouragement. 

News of the-victory reached England in March, 1740, and Vernon 
became a national idol. Everyone wanted a souvenir of the occasion, 
and enterprising private parties issued commemorative medals which 
were sold in the streets. Although they are somewhat scarce today, the 
number issued must have been very large, if the number of varieties is 
any indication. C. Wyllys Betts in his book, AMERICAN COLONIAL HISTORY 
ILLUSTRATED BY CONTEMPORARY MEDALS, published posthumously in 1894, 
listed a total of 166. Most are in copper, but silver and pewter ones 
are also found. 

The obverses usually feature a full or half length figure of Adm. 
Vernon, sometimes accompanied by his second in comnand, Ccarmodore 
Brown, with legend, THE:BRITISH:GLORY:REVIV'D:BY:ADMIRAL:VERNON. The 
commonest reverse type shows six ships entering the harbor of Porto 
Bello, with legend, :HE:TOOK:PORTO:BELLO:WITH:SIX:SHIPS:ONLY: .Illust¬ 
rated below is an example of a typical Vernon medal. 



In March, 1740, Vernon captured Fort Changre, another Spanish post 
in Panama. After that, things began to go wrong. Largely reinforced, 
early in 1741, he attacked the Spanish city of Cartagena in present 
day Columbia. The attack failed, owing to the incapacity and timidity 
of the army commander, Gen Wentworth, and the British had to withdraw 
A subsequent attack on Santiago de Cuba also failed. Vernon came home 
in 1742 to find his popularity undiminished, and resumed his seat in 
Parliament. 
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In 1745 he was assigned to command the fleet in home waters, but a 
dispute with the Admiralty the following year caused him to resign. 
Vernon was a man who did not "suffer fools gladly", and the nit-picking 
instructions he received greatly annoyed him. He published some of 
them, and for this was dismissed. He passed the rest of his life in 
retirement, dieing in 1757. 

When rewards were distributed, Vernon did not fare nearly as well 
as Capt. Gardner of H.M.S. Titchfield who brought home the news of the 
Porto Bello victory. Gardner received a gift of 200 guineas for his 
trouble. Vernon got nothing, but this should come as no surprise, con¬ 
sidering how his career ended. He did, however, enjoy the esteem of 
the public, and the medals, although entirely unofficial made his name 
remembered for decades. 

Vernon is indirectly remembered in yet another way, for his nickname 
has passed into our language. He used to wear a peculiar cloak of his 
own design, made or grogram, a coarse fabric of silk and wool, and the 
sailors accordingly bestowed on him the nickname of "Old Grog". In 
those days sailors received a ration of a pint of straight rum per day. 
Drunkenness, already rife, was made worse by the practice of saving up 
the rum ration for several days in order to stage a really monumental 
binge. To correct this, Vernon ordered the rum to be diluted with water 
which would cause it to spoil if not consumed promptly. The new drink, 
promptly christened "grog" by the sailors, continued as an item of 
daily issue in the Royal Navy until quite recently, and the word itself 
has become a synonym for alcoholic drinks in general. 

Although London still has a Portobello Road,memorials to Vernon are 
few. Scarcely anyone in America has ever heard of Edward Vernon, but, 
nevertheless, his greatest memorial is in our country. One of the 
junior officers who served under Vernon’s command during the siege of 
Cartagena was a young Virginian named Lawrence Washington, who 
greatly admired the admiral. On the death of his father in 1743, 
Lawrence Washington inherited the family estate, "Little Hunting 
Creek",on the Potomac, an renamed it "Mount Vernon" in honor of his 
old commander. When Lawrence died in 1752 the estate passed to his 
twenty year old half brother, George, and thus the name of the 
conqueror of Porto Bello became forever linked with that of the 
Father of Our Country. 

Sources: 

Laurence Brown, "The Capture of Porto Bello", Seaby's Coin and Medal 
Bulletin, London, July, 1959. 

C. Wyllys Betts, "American Colonial History Illustrated by Contemporary 
Medals", Scott Stamp and Coin Co., N.Y,N.Y, 1894; Reprinted by the 
Canadian Numismatic Publishing Institute, Winnipeg, 1964 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY SPRING SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its annual spring coin 
show March 13-14, 1993 at the Waynesboro Outlet Village, Waynesboro, 
Va. The table fee is $60.00. To obtain contracts or further infor¬ 
mation, contact Show Chairman Clarence A. Armstrong, 610 C Street, 
Staunton, VA 24401, or call him at (703) 886-1096. This is always a 
great show, so do plan to be there. 
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Eric P. Newman Honored by Virginia 



Eric Newman receives 
his resolution from ANS 
director Elam 


At a special meeting of the American 
Numismatic Society last July noted numisma¬ 
tist Eric P. Newman was presented a handsome 
plaque bearing a resolution of the Virginia 
State Legislature acclaiming his contribution 
to Virginia and the nation. House Joint Res¬ 
olution No.271 "commends Eric P. Newman for 
his valuable research on the Colonial Virginia 
copper halfpenny...establishing that these 
halfpennys were the first authorized legal 
coinage of Colonial America". 

Newman's research is embodied in his mono¬ 
graph, COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA, pub¬ 
lished by the American Numismatic Society in 
1956 (ANS NNM&135), and still the last word 
on the subject. 

The resolution was sponsored by Delegate 
Dick Fisher, but credit for bringing Mr. 
Newman's work to the attention of the General 
Assembly goes to William N. Veach of Vienna, 
a serious collector of Virginia halfpennies,, 
and a member of both ANS and VNA. 


VNA HAS AN OVERSEAS MEMBER 

VNA membership now extends as far away as Australia, with the 
advent of new member Paul Neumann, who lives in Potts Point in Sydney, 
New South Wales. Paul was bom in Aruba, and lived in Switzerland, 
Austria and Great Britain before emigrating to Australia last year. 

He is currently a full time student working toward a BA degree in the 
social sciences. 

Paul's numismatic interests include Turkish, Portuguese and 
colonial, Italian and colonial, and Spanish coins, banknotes and 
tokens. He is a part-time dealer, issuing a mail order sales list, 
and he has a table at many of the shows in New South Wales, Australia. 

In addition to numismatics he participates in the campus film 
society, conmercial radio, canoeing, para-sailing, caving, swimming 
and horseback riding. An inveterate traveller, he has visited over 
fifty countries, and was last in the USA in 1989. So far, he has never 
visited Virginia, an omission he hopes to rectify during his next trip 
to the States. 

He also enjoys good food, and says that if VNA members who make 
their way to Sydney will contact him, he will be pleased to introduce 
them to some of that city's better restaurants.. If you want his 
address, look at his ad in the MONEY $TORE. 


NOTICE 

Persons in the Richmond area who wish to purchase copies of VIRGINIA 
OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY can pick them up directly from Jim Ruehrmund, and 
save the cost of shipping. Give Jim a call at 358-0525. 
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Commonwealth of Virginia 

General Assembly 

HOUSE $0W RESOLUTION No.27/ 

Commending numismatist Enic. P. Newman 
Ag.ne.eA to bg the. HouAe of. Delegates, flanuang 2k, 1^2 
Agneed to bg the. Senate., tfanuang 30 , /??<? 

WHEREAS, in Flag 1773) bn nesponse to a neguest fnom the. Vinginia House 
of Bungesses, Nina Cjeonge the. I hind of England authoni-zed the minting 
and Ahipping to v inginia of 672,000 coppen pieceA) ana 

WHEREAS, anniving aA ballast aboancl a Ahip aptlg named V inginia, the 
coinA wene delivened in hebnuang 177 ^ bo the Vinginia / neaAunen, Robent 
Canten NicholaA, who placed them into genenal cinculation; and 

WHEREAS, the Colonial Vinginia coppen halfpennies thenefone beaame 
the finAt authoniged legal coinage of Colonial Amenica) and 

WHEREAS, the acceptance of the Colonial V inginia coppen halfpenng woa 
not limited to the Commonwealth, aA the coin woa cinculated and 
accepted in mang of the othen colonieA until the l7^0 a) and 

WHEREAS, despite the impontance of thus coin to the eanlg hustong of 
the Commonwealth and the nation, little was known of it until numusmat- 
ust Enic P. Newman nevealed his exhaustive neseanch on the coin a 
pnovenance in a 1%^ monognaph; and 

WHEREAS, Enic P. Newman has since conducted mone neseanch on the hustong 
of the Colonial Vinginia coppen halfoenng, adding funthen to oun know¬ 
ledge of this piece of oun colonial Vinginia henitage; now, thenefone, be it 

RESOLVER bg the house of DelegateA, the Senate concunning, That the 
Ojenenal Assemblg commend Enic P. Neuman fon his valuable neseanch on 
the Colonial Vinginia coppen halfpenng; and, be it 

RESOLVER FURTHER, that the clenk of the House of Delegates pnepane a 
copg of this nesolution fon pnesentation to Enic P. Newman as an 
exonession of the genenal Assemblg’s gnatitude fon his wonk on behalf 
of the. hustong of the Commonwealth and the nation. 


/a/ Bnuce F. tfamenson 

Clenk of the House of Delegates 
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THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO LIBERTY SEATED DIMES 


by Brian Greer 

P.O. Box 1781, Bloomfield, CO 80038 
Price: $60.45 Hard Cover; $40.45 Soft Cover. 


A Review by Terry Hess 


This is the third book about seated coinage by denomination to 
become available this year, and it presents a wide range of topics 
that students of numismatics will find intriguing. 

There is a chapter on the major design varieties used during the 55 
years these coins were struck, with enlarged photos of each variety. 
The close-up photos of the mint marks of the three branch mints will 
be useful in detecting counterfeits of the key date coins, and there 
are two tables which give mint mark size in millimeters year by year. 

The chapter on grading uses pictures, each with a short definitive 
text. It covers AG-3 through AU-55, with further discussion of MS-60 
through 70. This is done for the three major design varieties. Next 
the author covers the scarcity of dates, mint marks and major 
varieties using an easy to follow combination of the William Sheldon 
and David Lawrence rarity scales. The analysis of date and mint mark 
rarity is followed by a table listing the major varieties by grade, 
and the degree of difficulty in acquiring an example. There is a lot 
of data in this section, and it alone is worth the price of the book. 

The book's largest section, Chapter 6, gives a detailed analysis of 
each date, mint mark and major variety, with a separate page for each 
item; total mintage figures are included. Each collectable variety is 
assigned a number, and its characteristics, including die states are 
given. There are enlarged photos of the repunched dates and mint marks. 
A discussion of the scarcity of each date, includes figures on the 
number of MS coins graded by PCGS/NGC/ANACS, and a rarity ranking. 

Next, in the VALUE section,the issue is divided into four collect¬ 
able grades, G,F,XF and MS, and four years, 1963, 1973, 1983 and 1991, 
using information from Coin World Trends. There are author's comments 
on condition and pricing for some of the notable sub-varieties. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed this book, which led me to get out my own 
Liberty Seated Dimes to check for sub-varieties that I didn't know 
existed. I heartily recommend it; to both the novice and the in-depth 
collector it will prove an invaluable tool. 

If Liberty Seated Coinage interests you, write for a copy of the 
GOBRECHT JOURNAL, the news letter of THE LIBERTY SEATED COLLECTORS 
CLUB. Contact John McCloskey, 5718 King Arthur Dr. lettering, OH 45429. 



CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 

U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps; Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion; Diamonds; Vintage Watches 

BOUGHT * SOLD * APPRAISED 


Larry Engle, President 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


119i West Main Street 
P.O. Box 553 

Charlottesville, VA 22902 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 PM on the 3rd.Wednesday of each 
month at the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd./Alexandria,VA. 
In November they held a 50 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, VA. 

KENT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of each month 
at in room 120 of Science & Technology Center of the Delaware Techn¬ 
ical & Community College in Dover. The club's bus trip to the Mint in 
Philadelphia was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
The Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, VA. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
at the YMCA in Collinsville, VA. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM the 1st Tuesday of each month at 
the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. The new officers 
elected in Nov. are: Pres. Rob Buckey, Vice.Pres. Chad Young, and Sec. 
Treas. Jim Harvey. The annual donated auction realized $97.26 for the 
club treasury, with the RCC Commerative Brass Plug going to Chad Young 
on a winning bid of $11.00. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Roan B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in 
Fishersville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation 
Center, at 7:30 PM. Corresp. Sec. Gene Lunsford reports that club off¬ 
icers will be elected in Nov., and that they will hold a Christinas 
party in December. 

SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 
the 4th Monday in the community room at Cavalier Square Shopping 
Center in Hopewell. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W./Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In December the club held its traditional Christmas buffet, elrcted 
new officers, and then held an auction sale to cap things off. 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Mortimer's Locksmith Shop in Norge, Va. Take Norge exit from 1-64. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. At the November 
meeting the members were treated to the ANA video, GRADING OF MINT 
STATE U.S. COINS. 

ANCIENT NUMISMATIC SOC. OF WASHINGTON. Meets in the homes of members. 
For info.write to W.E. McGovern, P.O.Box 2495,Gaithersburg,MD 20886. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association, 500 pages 
All known Virginia notes from 1770 to 1880 are listed, including: 
Virginia Treasury Notes / City and Town Notes / Private Scrip 
County and Sheriff Notes / Notes of all Virginia Banks 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a rarity 
and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustrations. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY is available in two forms: 

- Hardbound @ $57.25 (incl. tax & shipping.by UPS) 

- Unbound, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $52.00 
Orders for books, and requests for information should be sent to: 

Va. Numismatic Assoc., 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


Jan.24 Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

Feb.28 Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

Mar. 11-13 Colorado Springs, CO 
Broadmoor Hotel 

Mar.13-14 Waynesboro VA 

Waynesboro Outlet Village 

Mar.19-21 Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn, East Ridge 

Mar.21 Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, york Road 


TOWSON COIN SHOW 


TOWSON COIN SHOW 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 

TENNESSEE NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 


SHOW CALENDAR POLICY 

The Show Calendar lists both club and commercial shows in Virginia 
and neighboring states, plus ANA and MANA events wherever held. Other 
Shows will be listed on request. If you wish to have your show listed, 
please let VNA know as soon as you have set the dates. Send a notice to: 
The Editor, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220; tel:804-358-0525 


Imperial Coins 



(804)644-6440 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


IMPERIAL BUILDING 

FIFTH & FRANKLIN STS., RICHMOND, VA23219 
GERALD A. SCHMIDT Same Location 22 Years 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier/ 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _ 

FOR SALE: PAPER MEMORABILIA from the War Between the States. Currency, 

Bonds, Letters, Documents. Send long SASE (524: postage), or $1.00 
without SASE for price list. 

Dorsey A. Howard, P.0. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418 _ 

WANTED: A Sept. 1968 VNA Fall Show premotion note reprint of the ob¬ 

solete $2 Norfolk, Va. note. Will trade. 

W.P. Anderson, 923 Franklin St., Winchester, VA 22601 

WANTED: Encased coins from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 _ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '91 VNA conventions are still available. 

Price 504: each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Virginia Wooden Nickels. Send for list. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Virginia tokens, merchant, coal, transportation and parking, 

for my personal collection. Describe and price. 

Elvin B. Miller, PO Box 366, Topping, VA 23169 _ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 

July 4, 1976. Paying $3 to $3.50 each for uncirculated, less for 
circulated. Write to: 

David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

FOR SALE. Coins & Banknotes from around the world. Want lists 

especially welcome. 

Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

MONEY STORE ROLES 

If you want to buy, sell or swap material, give the Money $tore a 
try. Ads are free to VNA members. Send them to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 

- Ads will be run for two issues, and may be renewed 

- Ads must be limited to 30 words, not including name, address, etc. 

- Ads must be typed or printed. 

- Only one ad per person per issue can be accepted. 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
SPORTS CARDS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 


PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Address all official mail of the Virginia Numismatic Association to: 
Keith Littlefield, Secretary-Treasurer 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 


All mail relating to the Virginia Numismatist should be addressed to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 


VNA ELECTED OFFICERS 


President......James M. Harvey, Jr. Richmond, Virginia 

1st Vice President.(1) .James M. Beard, Lexington, Virginia 

2nd Vice President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

Secretary-Treasurer.Keith Littlefield, Annandale, Virginia 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn, Newport News, Virginia 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Louis E. Doucet, 1991.Petersburg, Virginia 

Raymond G. Haymaker, 1991. Huddleston, Virginia 

W. Page Mann, 1991.Williamsburg, Virginia 

Duane McSmith, 1991.Williamsburg, Virginia 

Robert M. New, 1992.Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 

Mervyn H. Reynolds, 1991.Newport News, Virginia 

Michael J. Rost, 1992.Richmond, Virginia 

James C. Ruehrmund, Past President,'85-7.Richmond, Virginia 

Virginia S. Aldridge, Past President,'87-9..Colonial Heights, Virginia 
Gregory E. Tucker, Past President, '89-'91.Richmond, Virginia 


(1). Elected by the board to fill the unexpired term of Richard B. 
Coltrane. Term expires 1993. 
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Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
• The most complete magazine in English • Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 

NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

_ . $45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Catalogues by Subscription Only ^ jn EUROpE ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 

R.*M.jSmythe&(* o.. , Iih\ 

Vf " Established 18*0 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 










MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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shift* |)}u^es 


Compter grading begins second 


| Numismatic News delivers 
the news first 

"There's no doubt in my mind that 
NUMISMATIC NEWS delivers the news first. 
Nine times out of ten, I find an important story 
first in NUMISMATIC NEWS. I've been a reader 
for 20 years. I subscribe to NUMISMATIC 
NEWS because it's the best publication in the 
field. 

Robert Foppiano, Missouri 


Being first every time is hard; but 
nine out of ten isn't bad. That’s why 
NUMISMATIC NEWS should be your 
complete hobby weekly. 

In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 

count on the latest news first; the 
hobby’s most respected value guide, 
"Coin Market;’’ the field’s only full¬ 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby’s 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry's most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
special bonus, you’ll receive a FREE 
classified ad every week as a 
subscriber. That’s a s 260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 
subscription several times over. 


| ij Address _ 

I! city - 

I j State 

1L 




700 E. State Street 
lola, Wl 54990 


□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Credit Card No._ 

Expires: Mo._Yr._ 

Signature- 


Phone No 


Mail vwth payment to: Numismabc News, Circulation Dept 
700 E. State St, Ida, Wl 54990 QNZ 


numismatic |1£WS 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ ■■ W 


i O YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! □ Check or Money order ( toNum 1S ma ( cNew S ) 
20 issues. .just s 9 95 

:j| jj Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. 

11 Name. 
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ADVERTISIN 


Size 


Va Page 
V2 Page 
Full Page 
Inside Front or 
Back Cover 
Outside Back 
Cover 


$ 120.00 

$140.00 


$ 9 
$14. 
$ 20.00 


$25.00 


$30.00 


(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. * 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


It seems strange for me to be writing the President's letter again. 
Due to some unusual circumstances, I was elected by the Board of 
Directors to finish out the term for Jim Harvey. Last spring when Dick 
Coltrane resigned as First Vice President, the Board elected me to fill 
his unexpired term. At the December Board meeting Jim Harvey resigned 
the presidency because he is taking a different job, and moving to 
Greensboro, N.C. Jim, VNA thanks you for your dedicated service, and 
we all wish you success in your new job. 

Now that the holidays are over, it's time to think about coin shows 
again. The new year started with a show in Vienna. I was unable to 
attend, but understand that they had a good crowd, and that it was 
very successful. The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its annual 
show March 13 and 14 at the Waynesboro Outlet Village, and we are 
planning to have a VNA Board meeting in conjunction with the show. All 
members are welcome to attend this meeting. 

We are in need of new people to serve on the Board of Directors and 
as Officers. If you are willing to serve, please contact our Editor or 
any Board member. This is your organization, and we need to keep it 
going. ^ 

Hope to see you in Waynesboro, or at some of the other shows. 


Sincerely, 

Jim Beard 
President 


* HAVE YOU PAID YOOR 1993 DOES? * 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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MINUTES OF THE VNA BOARD MEETING 

Held at the Slnokey Pig Restaurant, Ashland, Va., Dec. 12, 1992 

Board Members Present: Jim Harvey, Jim Beard, Steve Bennett, Bob Bunn 
Keith Littlefield, Duane McSmith, Bob New, Jim Ruehrmund 

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 by Pres. Jim Harvey, who 
announced that due to a new job, he is moving to North Carolina, and 
therefore had to resign the VNA presidency. The Board accepted his 
resignation, thanked him for his services to the association, and 
wished him good luck in his new job. Jim Beard, as first vice 
president, assumes the unexpired term. 

Minutes of the September meeting were read by Keith Littlefield, 
and approved. It was noted that the ballot for the last election (Sep. 
•92) omitted the name of Duane McSmith, whose term was expiring. Since 
all of the nominations were unanimous, the board agreed to an extension 
of Me Smith's term to September, 1994. It was noted that the nominating 
committee needs to have a slate of candidates to the editor by the end 
of May. The editor was directed to run a notice calling for nominations 
and requesting members willing to work for VNA to apply. 

The Coin Show Report and the Treasurer’s Report were read by Keith 
Littlefiels and approved. The following Virginia Obsolete Paper Money 
Book Fund information is included in the official minutes to inform 
benefactors and members of current status; 


Benefactor donations.$9895.00 

Book sales to 12 Dec. (338). $12609.24 

$22504.24 

Expenses to date.$23081.82 

Owed to baseline acct.$577.58 


Note: All expenses other than miscellaneous postage have been paid. 

Once the baseline account is balanced, the benefactors will start 
receiving reimbursement. It is imperative that the membership continue 
to promote sales. 

Under old business, the dates and place of the 1993 Convention and 
Coin Show were set at September 10-11-12, 1993 at Tysons Westpark 
Hotel, McLean, Va. Potential sites for the 1994 show were discussed. 
Bob Bunn will investigate potential sites in Newport News. 

Under new business Bob New, Jim Beard and Steve Bennett were appoi¬ 
nted to the nominating committee. Bob Bunn moved that the next board 
meeting be held on March 13 at the Shenandoah Valley Coin Show in 
Waynesboro. Seconded by Bob New, the motion was passed unanimously. 

Jim Ruehrmund asked that ads and patron listings for the convention 
(July) issue of the magazine be sent in as soon as possible, and in 
any case, not later than June 1, he also noted that if no changes are 
submitted, the same ads from last year will be used again. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

BOY SCOUT NATIONAL JAMBOREE 1993 

The National Jamboree of the Boy Scouts of America will be held at 
Camp A. P. Hill on US-301 at Bowling Green, Va., August 4-10, 1993. 

The event features a Merit Badge Midway which includes a booth on coin 
collecting. At the '89 Jamboree a number of VNA members served as vol¬ 
unteer helpers, an unforgettable experience. We invite participation 
again this year. Further details will be published in May. 
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NATIONAL COIN WEEK, 1993 


National Coin Week will be observed April 18-24. This year's theme 
is "Strike a Friendship with Coins". Suggestions for Coin Week 
projects include placing exhibits at schools, banks, libraries and 
other appropriate sites, making presentations before school and civic 
groups, and holding coin shows and clinics at such places as shopping 
malls, etc.. Try one or more of these ideas, or come up with some of 
your own. You can participate individually or with your club, the imp¬ 
ortant thing is to participate. If you send proof of your participation 
in National Coin Week to ANA, they will send you special recognition 
certificate. 

ANA also offers National Coin Week buttons on request to anyone who 
wants to help promote the hobby. Each written request should include a 
se lf“ a< ^ res sed stamped envelope, with a 29<fc stamp for every four 
buttons. To request buttons or further information, contact tho ana 



APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following applicants will become members of the Virginia Numis¬ 
matic Association 20 days after the mailing of this notice unless ob¬ 
jections are received, in which case the VNA Board will decide 


Applicant 

Clifford F. Dodson, Jr., Richmond, Virginia 

Kenneth Nester, Pearisburg, Virginia. 

Larry Rowland, Danville, Virginia. 


Sponsor 


Keith Littlefield 
Keith Littlefield 
Keith Littlefield 


NEWS BRIEFS 


The Virginia Numismatic Association extends condolences to the Bennett 
family on the death of Steve's father, Stephen Bennett, Jr., in 
California on December 24, 1992.. 

ANA's 102nd Annual Convention & Coin Show will be held from July 28 to 
Aug. 1 in Baltimore, Md. at the Convention Center at Camden & Howard 
Streets. This as about as close as the "Mother of all Coin Shows" ever 
gets to Virginia, and it will be quite a while before it's held in our 
vicinity again, so do plan to attend. 

The Tennessee Numismatic Soc. and the Blue Ridge Numismatic Assoc, have 
joined forces to hold their 1st Annual Coin, Stamp & Jewelry Expo at 
the Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Ctr., in Dalton, Georgia, July 
9-11, 1993. For bourse information write to: Ruth Armstrong, PO Box 
80052, Chattanooga, TN 38111. 

The Middle Atlantic Numismatic Association will hold its 41st annual 
Convention and Coin Show August 20-22, 1993 in Frederick, Md. at the 
Days Inn at exit 31A on 1-270. For information on tables, call Bourse 
Chairman Frank Katen, (301) 384-9444. MANA will hold its 2nd annual 
donated auction at the show to raise funds for the benefit of THE MANA 
JOURNAL, and is soliciting donations of material from members and 
friends who wish to help. Se^d donations to: MANA, 4504 Westbrook 
Lane, Kensington, MD 20895 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 1993 

We occasionally hear murmurings to the effect that "VNA is run by 
a clique" or "VNA has too many officers / directors from Richmond or 
Tidewater or Northern Virginia, or wherever". Well, a clique by 
definition is a small and exclusive group, and the VNA leadership 
doesn't qualify as one, since it's not exclusive. In fact, it's quite 
easy to join. All you have to do is to indicate your willingness to 
devote a certaim amount of time and effort in the service of the 
association. You'll have to attend meetings and undertake chores, 
without any compensation save the satisfaction of having faithfully 
served VNA. We need people willing to devote their talents and some 
of their time? if a preponderance of them happens to come from any 
particular part of the state, so be it; the important thing is we 
need people who are willing to WORK for VNA. If you’d like to join 
in running VNA, don't be deterred by modesty, step forward and 
become a candidate. If you know someone who would make a good 
officer or director, then NOMINATE them. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between April 15th and June 1 nominations for the following VNA 
offices will be received for the 1993-1995 term: President, First 
Vice President, Second Vice President and five (5) members of the 
Board of Directors. Candidates must be members in good standing. 

Nominations should be sent to: Robert M. New, PO Box 1124, Roanoke 
Rapids, NC 27870, and must be received no later than June 1, 1993 

1993 CONVENTION ISSUE 

As was done last year, the VNA convention program will be included 
in an expanded July issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Revenue from 
ads and patron listings helps with the financing, and we appeal to both 
individuals and clubs to support VNA in this way. The cost of ads is: 

Full Page: $25.00 h Page: $15.00 k Page: $7.50 
It takes a great deal of work to put the convention issue together, 
and about twice as much more when the editor has to personally solicit 
each advertiser, so won't you PLEASE send your ads in, and do it as 
soon as you can. The convention issue has to go to the printer the 
first week in June. 

To those whose ads last year apeared in plain type: your '93 ad 
will be done in fancier form thanks to Dave and Thereas Armstrong, 
who have volunteered to do thou up with their computer. If you want 
any changes made, please send them to the editor pronto. 

The distinction of taking the first '93 convention ad goes to NEIL 
CHIAPPA, who paid for his on Jan. 14. THANKS A LOT, NEIL! We are not 
soliciting additional ads for the convention issue from our regular 
advertisers, but do hope that they will sign up as patrons, as JERRY 
& ROTHIE SCHMIDT did back in January. 

You can be listed as a patron for just $2.00. In '92 we had 62 
patron listings, 33 of them members and friends of the Richmond Coin 
Club; can any club beat that record this year? Be a patron and join 
the other distinguished numismatists, including Sophie, the Numis¬ 
matic Schnauzer (a patron for the past 3 years), who have supported 
the VNA convention. VNA salutes GENE & KATHRYN ELLIOTT, its first 
1993 patrons, who handed over their money on 15 January. 
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TOE 1773 COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENNY 

By William N. Veach 


While old and obsolete paper money commands a great deal of interest 
and profound respect among collectors and authors alike in Virginia, it 
is the copper coinage of our colonial Virginia that constitutes the 
very "roots" of our U.S. monetary system of today. We can thank the re¬ 
nowned numismatist Eric P. Newman for first establishing this historic 
point of great distinction. The few surviving copper specimens truly 
constitute genuine "National Treasures". What other colony can lay 
claim to having the first authorized legal coinage of colonial America? 



The 1773 Colonial Virginia Halfpenny 
Why Are Die Variety Sets Important? 

Die variety sets provide creditability to the relative rarity, or 
value, of the scarcer varieties of the Virginia halfpenny. Mr. Newman 
first identified most of these 32 paired sets in his historic 1956 ANS 
monograph, COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA. Secondly, in the early 1960's 
he reported several more new varieties in ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COL¬ 
ONIAL VIRGINIA. And lastly, several further new varieties discovered 
over the past 20 years were officially classified and approved as 
legitimate by Mr. Newman in 1992. 

And, why is this aspect important to us as collectors? Because, we 
cannot differentiate between the many variety sets without a system 
that allows us to attribute each individual coin. Fortunately, Mr. 
Newman has created a system to identify each of the 25 obverse and 25 
reverse dies used to produce the 672,000 coins minted, based on the 
close examination of a large number of actual coins. The pairing of 
the obverse and reverse dies did not always occur in a singular set. 
Sometimes they created mixed pairs, which enables us to identify each 
distinct die variety set from every other. 

What Caused These Variety Detail Differences? 

As Newman pointed out in his 1956 monograph, the two die makers 
created each die by hand punching the letters and numbers freehand on 
both obverses and reverses, resulting in small differences in letter 
size, spacing and orientation. 

Moreover, there appears to be conclusive evidence that at least one 
design detail was deliberately altered to code each reverse die to re¬ 
flect a reference as to its origin (by the die makers, who else). The 
most significant example of this alteration is the varying number of 
strings, 6, 7 or 8, in the harp in the Virginia coat of arms on the 
reverse. What could this difference reflect? More on this matter later. 

But, first, I must clarify a point: Eric Newman was only interested 
in the unigue and historical implications of the die varieties. Oh yes. 
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he was also interested in the ultimate rarity of each variety, but 
"value" was far beneath his scientific research and his own professional 
stature . No, value is a twist that I've added to denote profit orient¬ 
ed desirability and collectability of these 219 year old coppers. 

With that behind us and Eric Newman's reputation untainted, I would 
like to suggest that if we are to objectively collect these old Virginia 
halfpennies, we're all going to need some type of measuring stick by 
which to evaluate which variety sets are the more valuable ones. 

What Are The Major Die Variety Types? 

In order to tell the various varieties apart, I think it's necessary 
at this point to discuss the basic major differences, all of which can 
be found in the previously mentioned Newman publications. 

For the obverse, the major difference is in the presence or absence 
of a period after the final "S" of GEORGIVS. Obverses without the per¬ 
iod are thought to be far scarcer than those with it, especially the 
few specimens in variety sets with low mintage levels. This apparently 
arose from premature die failure before achieving the normal mintage 
level, estimated by Newman at 30,000 coins per set. 

Within the no period obverse variety types, there are three minor 
subvarieties, each defined by the number of strings, 6, 7 or 8 in the 
harp on the reverse. 

Whereas within the obverse variety types with a period after the "S" 
there are only two minor subvarieties, those having either 7 or 8 harp 
strings on the reverse. 

Note that no coin with a 9 string harp has yet been found. A surviv¬ 
ing 9 string reverse die, designated "RM" by Newman, is preserved in 
the Royal Mint Museum, but it seems to have never been used to strike 
a single coin. 

Why Is The Period Missing After "S" On Most Coins? 

The answer to this question has never been published, to the best of 
my knowledge. I haven't a clue yet. And, it just may not even be of 
any great consequence. 

Then Why Are There Different Numbers Of Harp Strings? 

One day, while I was dwelling on a detail supplied by Newman, that 
the Mintmaster of the London Mint was awaiting the delayed arrival of 
a smaller planchet cutter, I remembered when it was that the two die 
makers began to create the dies that would be used to strike the coins. 
The "B" reverse with 6 harp strings was made in late June,1773. And in 
July they prepared the number of obverse and 7 string reverse dies 
estimated to be necessary to complete the contract for coining 5 tons 
of Virginia coppers, as stipulated in the King's Warrant of May, 1773. 

The sheet copper for the Virginia coins was delivered to the mint 
in late July by John Norton, a Virginia merchant residing in London. 

The small planchet cutter arrived shortly thereafter, and production 
began in early August. However, as the month went by, die problems 
resulted in low mintage levels for many 7 string harp reverse sets, 
and in late August additional dies were made, ones with 8 string harp 
reverses. These were used on into September, when the last die, the 9 
string harp reverse, was made, but apparently never used. Instead, the 
Mintmaster must have decided to reuse a 6 string die, Newman's "B" rev¬ 
erse, that had been retired early on, and was now used again to strike 
enough coins to complete the Virginia contract. 
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Harp Strings Conclusion 


The answer appears to be that the number of harp strings on any rev- 
erse, including the "A" reverse of the I-A set, denotes the calendar 
month in which that die was made, and not the month in which it was 
used. The 6 string reverses were made in late June, 1773, all of the 
many 7 string reverses were made in July, and all of the 8 string ones 
were made in August. It works for me! 

The significance of the number of harp strings on any reverse led 
me down a totally new path. Yes, it enabled me to develop my very own 
individual Die Variety Production Order Chart. Once completed it was 
simple to develop a Die Variety Rarity Chart, and then eventually a 
detailed Virginia Halfpenny Price List in rarity order, and by each 
grade, divided into the two major variety sets. 


So, Which Details Are Most Important? 


The details of primary importance are those which represent die 
ranty, hence market value. And, if we cannot determine some measure 
?r the rari ty of each variety set, based on the unique details of each, 
then who ever will? So why not follow along, and I'll show you some¬ 
thing you've never seen before. 

Eric Newman gave us a starting point by establishing his die variety 
sets, and then published them to share them with us. He assigned a num¬ 
ber to each known obverse, and a letter to every known reverse. This 
was necessary because the many different dies used bore no individual 
mark of identity; when made they were presumably considered similar 
enough to be identical. Nor do any records appear to have been kept as 
to just how many coins were struck by any given die set. Why should 
they have? They were all alike! It seems, however, that some dies 
produced far fewer coins, due to breakage or rusting in the warm damp 
environment found in the London Mint. 


Even after making our best estimate as to which die variety sets 
had the lowest and which sets had the highest mintage levels, * there is 
one more unusual source of major adjustment. This is the reduction of 
the entire range of variety sets by what Newman refers to as the 
(copper) Melting Pot of 1789. In that year loss of public confidence 
in copper coins caused their value to fall to the intrinsic value of 
the metal in them, and many tons of copper coins of all kinds found 
their way to the melting pot as scrap copper. 

Again, since there were obviously no official records kept on how 
many of each colony's coins were randomly being melted down, I resorted 
o a pure guesstimate, and settled on an even handed across the board 
standard reduction of 33 per cent. What else can you do when man for¬ 
gets to take notes on such a historic turn of events? Of course, only 
H a < c< p llector knew the initial number minted, as in the case of the 

• 672,000, would it help him to know how many were 
melted down. In the meantime, life goes on, and we still need that 
measuring stick. 


What Insights Can A Die Variety Production Order Chart Give? 


Take a look at the chart bn the next page, and 
something rather interesting. Most importantly, I 
developing my Die Variety Rarity Chart. See it in 
the 1773 Virginia halfpenny. 


I think you'll see 
found a basis for 
the next article on 


CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
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TOE 1773 VIRGINIA HALFPENNY 


DIE VARIETY PRODUCTION ORDER CHART 


Learning that the number of harp strings on the reverse indicates 
the month in which the die was made led to the following rearrangement 
of the die variety combinations (sets) , in the approximate order of 
production, using E.P. Newman's die variety classifications 


Harp 

Variety Strings W/ Pd 


1 - A 

9 - B 

4 - P 
4 - G 
4-0 

13 - T 
8 - H 

2 - E 

3 - F 

3 - L1A 
3 - LIB 
7 - D 

11 - D 
15 - D 
23 - Q 

23 - R 

24 - K 
22 - S 

25 - M 

27 - J 
21 - N 
21 - N 

28 - N 
20 - N 

20 - X 

26 - Y 

14 - U1A 
6 - X 

13 - V 

10 - W 

12 - W 
5 - Z 
5 - B 


"HM" Rev. 


6 No 

6 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 No 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

7 Yes 

8 Yes 

8 Yes 

8 No 

8 No 

8 No 

8 No 

8 No 

8 ) No 
6 ) * No 


9 N/A 


._ Remarks _ 1 January 1992 

- Only a few "sample" Pattern coins struck. 

- Only 6 string Rev./ made in June 1773. 

(For actual coin production) 

- All 7 string Rev.s were made in July 1773. 

-Several Rev.s nec.to match with #4 Obv. 

-First of 2 Rev.s— Low mintage level. 

-Rev. "H" had a high mintage level. 

- Moderate mintage level. 

-Moderate mintage level. 

*** New unpub. Newman var./Merkin #253, 9/74. 

*** New unpub. Newman var./New Nether lands #1060 

- Several obv.s were necessary to match with 

the "D" Rev. 


-"D" Rev. used with a "w/pd." Obv. 

-Rev. problems also developed with #23. 

- Obv.'s 2nd match, yet "R" never used again. 

- The third highest mintage level dies. 

-Moderate mintage level;. 

- The very highest mintage level dies. 

- The second highest mintage level dies. 

-Less than moderate mintage level. 

-Less than moderate mintage level. 

*** New/unpub. Newman var; Bob Vlack Sale,'76. 
- - Moderate mintage level. (New England Rare 
Coin Sale, Lot #108) 

- Moderate mintage level. 

-Fourth highest mintage level dies. 

*** New unpub. Newman var.? Stacks #841. 

- Rather high mintage level. 

-Second of 2 Rev.s — Low mintage level. 

- Absolutely the RAREST of all. 

-Less than moderate mintage level. 

-Low, low mintage level set. "Z" used once? 

- Second lowest mintage level set. 

* Old 6 string "B" Rev. "revitalized" in 
order to "finish the job". 

- *** Not Struck. Created in September 1773. 


The above possible sequence of die combinations (sets) is not meant 
to be precise, but rather to represent the general idea. Yet, note the 
unusual sequence of the "no period" and "with period" die combinations 
used. Also, there are 4 "New/unpublished" Newman variety sets. 


All new 6-string harp reverses will have the letter "C"+l+ a letter. 
All new 7-string harp reverses will have the letter "L"+l+ a letter. 
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TWO NEW BOORS FROM KRMJSE 


COLLECTING WORLD COINS, 4th EDITION 
Edited by Colin Bruce II & Marian Moe 
656 pg, softcover, $19.95 plus $2.50 shipping, U.S. 


STANDARD CATALOG OF U.S, PAPER MONEY, 11th EDITION 
By Chester L. Krause & Robert F. Lemke; R. E. Wilhite, Ed 
206 pg., hardbound, $21.95 plus $2.50 shipping, U.S. 


CAT^S^wor^^t^ 1 ^' iS - a "• Urli0r edition " of Krause's STANDARD 
CATAUX? OF WORLD COINS, done in similar format. Designed to provide 

both beginning and advanced collectors with all the information need¬ 



ed to quickly and accurately ident¬ 
ify any world coin issued during the 
past hundred years, it contains an 
enormous amount of data at a very 
modest price. About 19,500 coins of 
more than 330 states and countries 
are listed by date and mint, with 
mintage totals. There are more than 
15,600 actual size illustrations 
and valuations are given for up to 
four grades of preservation. 

The book also contains a country 
index, an instant identifiers gold 
bullion value chart, and extensive 
information on dating and grading. 

Collectors of world coins will 
find this a useful work to take 
with them to coin shows. 



. llth Edition of the STANDARD CATALOG OF UNITED STATES PAPER MONEY 
eleg f lt h 00 *- ^ publisher's statement that it is "without 
a doubt the most comprehensive treatment of U.S. paper money to date" 
is no idle boast; for it's every bit of that. This edition includes 

sections on large and small size 
notes, pre-Civil War U.S. Treasury 
Notes, fractional currency, encased 
postage stamps, postage stamp enve¬ 
lopes, Philippines currency from 
1903 to 1944, error notes, counter¬ 
feits, Military Payment Certificates 
and, of course, national bank notes. 

Nearly half of the book is dev¬ 
oted to the National Bank issues, 
which are alphabetized by city and 
include rarity ratings for all known 
large and small size issues. This 
is the only general U.S. paper money 
catalog to offer such listings. 

Notes are listed by KL numbers, 
with the Friedberg number given as 
well. There are 600 high quality 
photos, and over 14,000 current 
market values in up to three grades. 

If you collect U.S. paper, you 
will need a copy of this book. 
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A NUMISMATIC VIGNETTE 


By Gerald Schmidt 








What a difference a year makes! Three coins issued within the space 
of little more than a year dramatically portray the enormous political 

and economic changes brought forth in 
Russia during that short period of time. 
The 20 kopek coin at top left, issued 
early in 1991, still depicts the 
comnunist hammer and sickle, and carries 
the USSR (CCCP) designation. 

The center 5 ruble coin , struck 
later in 1991, has done away with the 
conmunist coat of arms, but retains 
the old USSR name. This coin and other 
denominations in the same series are 
called "Gorbachev coup" coins, and 
were issued for a very short period 
of time. 

Last, at the bottom, we have the 20 
ruble coin issued in 1992, depicting 
the old pre-communist double-headed 
eagle, and the country designation is 
now "Russia". Russian students I have 
recently talked with call them the 
Yeltsin coins. 

Economic fortunes are also graph¬ 
ically indicated by the changes in 
denominations during the period. The 
1991 20 kopek communist coin at the 
top gives way in a year's time to the 
20 ruble Russian coin at the bottom, 
a hundred fold increase for coins of 
ACTUAL SIZE roughly the same size. 

Another interesting indicator of 



the rapidly changing post-communist political climate is the new St. 
Petersburg subway token shown below, which has already replaced the 
old "Leningrad" version. We can only speculate as to what Russia's 
future holds. Will next year's coins reveal more dramatic changes? 


VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

VNA's 500 page catalog with 2000 illustrations lists all known Virginia 
notes from 1770 to 1880 (less colonials & nationals). The price is: 

- Hardbound, $57.25 (incl. Va.tax & shipping by UPS) 

- Unbound, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder, $52.00 

Send orders for books and requests for information to: 

Va. Numismatic Assoc., 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 8:00 PM on the 3rd.Wednesday of each 
month at the Haitmond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd.,Alexandria,VA. 
At the Jan. meeting, held on the 27th due to the inauguration, they 
held a member bourse followed by an auction sale 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, VA. 

KENT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of each month 
in room 120 of Science & Technology Center of the Delaware Techn¬ 
ical & Community College in Dover. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
The Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, VA. 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
at the YMCA in Collinsville, VA. 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM the 1st Tuesday of each month at 
the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. The dinner in Dec. 
was a great success; lots of fun & prizes, & NO business. In. Jan. pro¬ 
grams for 1993 were scheduled, and Joe Bush talked on world banknotes. 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in 
Fishersville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation 
Center, at 7:30 PM. In Jan. the club completed plans for their annual 
coin show, March 13-14 at the Waynesboro Outlet Mall. 


SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. Meets monthly at 7:30 *PM on 
the 4th Monday in the community room at Cavalier Square Shopping 
Center in Hopewell. 


TIDEWATro COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.,Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In January, after a Show & Tell session, they held a party to celebrate 
Frank Katen's 90th birthday. HAPPY BIRTHDAY FRANK! Felicitations to 
Harry Manville, the new pres, of WNS. We are glad to report that past 
pres. Len Harsel has recovered from his Dec. heart attack. 


WILLIAMSBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Mortimer's Locksmith Shop in Norge, Va. Take Norge exit from 1-64. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In January 
Mr. John Quarstein, Director of the War Mem. Museum, spoke on the pro¬ 
posed exhibit by the club of coins & currency used during World War II. 
The idea was Duane McSmith's, and we'll all want to see that exhibit. 


ANCipjT NUMISMATIC SOC. OF WASHINGTON. Meets in the homes of members. 
For info.write to W.E. McGovern, P.O.Box 2495, Gaithersburg,MD 20886. 


12 







CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 





119 1/2 Wtest Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCCS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


Mar.19-21 

Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn, East Ridge 

TENNESSEE NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 

Mar.21 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Apr.24-25 

Vienna, VA 

Community Center 

NORTHERN VA COIN 

CLUB SHOW 

May 7-9 

Springfield, VA 

Holiday Inn Express 

D.C. METRO COIN SHOW 

Jun.18-20 

Memphis, TN 

Cook Convention Ctr. 

17th ANNUAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

July 9-11 

Dalton, GA 

NW Ga.Trade & Conv.Ctr. 

TENN.STATE NUMIS.SOC 
BLUE RDG.NUMIS ASSOC 

July 28-Aug 1 Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Aug.20-22 

Frederick, MD 

Days Inn, exit 31A on 1-270 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Sep.10-12 

McLEAN, VA 

WESTPARK HOTEL 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 644-6440 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


IMPERIAL BUILDING 

FIFTH & FRANKLIN STS. f RICHMOND, VA23219 
GERALD A. SCHMIDT Same Location 22 Years 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545_ 

FOR SALE: PAPER MEMORABILIA from the War Between the States. Currency, 
Bonds, Letters, Documents. Send long SASE (52$ postage), or $1.00 
without SASE for price list. 

Dorsey A. Howard, P.0. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418_ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 
THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.O. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012__ 

WANTED: Encased coins from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834_ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144_ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '92 VNA conventions are still available. 

Price 50$ each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834_ 

FOR SALE: Virginia Wooden Nickels. Send for list. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

Send description and price to: 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602_ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 
J.M. Boswell, P.O. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 

July 4, 1976. Paying $3 to $3.50 each for uncirculated, less for 
circulated. Write to: 

David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

FOR SALE. Coins & Banknotes from around the world. Want lists 

especially welcome. 

Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: send me your want list for 

very competitive quotes. Merv Reynolds, Va. Peninsula Coin Club 
PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324_ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 
Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 
Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 

VNA members, send your free ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 

- Ads will be run for three issues, and may be renewed 

- Ads must be typed or printed. One ad per person per issue. 
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212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 


THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 
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Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 


Contact Diana Herzog 


Friends of Financial History 


GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 


The most complete magazine in English • Comprehensive Annual Price List 


• Mail Auction items in every issue 


Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 



NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 


CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 



Catalogues by Subscription Only 


CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


lUM.Simllie&(* o«*Iik*. 

Vf * *y Established 18X0 


Established IHHO 


26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 







MERCURV PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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Grnmer grading he s i„ s swond 


Numismatic News is quality 
from cover to cover 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS tells me all that I need to 
know about the hobby on a timely basis. I look 
forward to reading NUMISMATIC NEWS and its 
sister publications from cover to cover over the 
coming year." 

Glen Johnson, Illinois 


When a publication holds your 
| jj attention fronn the first page to the last, 
| jj you know you're onto something good. 
|jj That's NUMISMATIC NEWS your 
| jj complete hobby package. 

|| In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 

| jj count on the latest news first; the 
1jj hobby’s most respected value guide, 

11 "Coin Market;" the field's only full- 
1jj time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby's 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry’s most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
special bonus, you’ll receive a FREE 
classified ad every week as a 
subscriber. That’s a 5 260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 
subscription several times over. 


numismatic n&Wf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ VV m 


700 E. State Street, 
lola.WI 54990 


\ □ YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! □ Check or Money order (.oNum^cNew,) 
20 issues. . just J 9 95 

Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. 


jj jj Name. 


j jj Address, 
j City_ 


□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Credit Card No._ 

Expires: Mo._ 

Signature- 


\ State. 




Phone No_ 

Mail with payment to: Numismatic News, Circulation Dept. 

700 E. State St, Ida. Wl 54990 QNZ \ 



























ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

‘/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 
Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. * 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

NUMISMATIST 

Volume 29, No.3 
May, 1993 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


Now that warm weather is here, the coin shows are getting in gear 
with good attendance. The Shenandoah Valley Club's show that was post¬ 
poned because of snow in March was held May 15-16 in Waynesboro, with 
many dealers and collectors filling the bourse floor, all in attend¬ 
ance seemed to have a good time . 

. In the la st issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST I reported that at 
this year's convention we are going to have an awards breakfast on 
Sunday morning instead of an awards banquet on Saturday evening as we 
have done in past years. We plan to give two free tickets to the break¬ 
fast to each member club that will send representatives. Please send 
the names of your representatives to the editor so we will know who is 
to receive the tickets. Reservations will not be required for the 
breakfast, so I hope we'll have a good turnout. If you'll be attending 
the show, plan to join the gang for breakfast Sunday morning. 

We have managed to assemble a slate of candidates for VNA officers 
and directors for the term 1993-1995. Your ballot is enclosed with this 
issue of the magazineths; please take a moment to mark it and send it 
in. We are, however, still looking for members willing to serve on the 
board of directors or as officers. If you would be willing to serve, 

if Y ou of someone who would be, please let me know. Very few, 

it seems, are willing to step forward, but would serve if asked, and I 
call upon you, the members of VNA, to help me locate these people. 

Our VNA convention and show is fast approaching, so make your plans 
to be there to enjoy the show and the fellowship. Meet old friends, and 
make some new ones, that's what it's all about. 

Since copies of this issue will be given out as convention programs. 
I'll close with a cordial welcome to all non-mdnbers who attend our 
com show. I hope that you'll find it enjoyable, and that we'll get to 
know you better. 


Sincerely, 


Jim Beard 
President 


IXJES ARE IXJE * DUES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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VNA CONVENTION NEWS 


For VNA's 35th Annual Convention and Coin Show we will be returning 
to Northern Virginia. The dates are Friday, September 10 through 
Sunday, September 12, 1993. The location, the same as last year, is 
the Tysons Westpark Hotel at 8401 Westpark Drive, McLean, Virginia. To 
get there from 1-95, take 1-495 (the Washington, D.C. Beltway) west to 
exit 10 West, Leesburg Pike (Rt.7). Go 1.5 miles on Leesburg Pike, and 
turn right before the 6th stoplight. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Your hotel reservation card is enclosed with this issue of THE 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Send it in promptly so you'll be sure of getting 
a room, and don't forget to indicate that you are attending the VNA 
Convention. This is important, as the rent we pay for the bourse room 
is contingent on the number of rooms booked by persons attending our 
convention. The room rate, $52.00 per night, single or double, is the 
one they normally charge, and has not been inflated for the convention. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

The quarterly VNA business meeting will be held at 11:00 AM on Sat¬ 
urday, Sept. 11, 1993 at the Tysons Westpark Hotel. Roan location will 
be announced. Certification of officer elections, plans for the 1994 
convention, and other business will be considered. The meeting will be 
open to the public. 

BOURSE 

The bourse will open to the public at 10 a.m. on all three days. 
Admission is free. The dealers will be offering a great array of 
coins (U.S., foreign and ancient), tokens, paper money, medals, etc. 
Whatever you collect, and whether you're a veteran or a newcomer, 
chances are you'll find something to add to your collection. Don't 
fail to visit all of the tables, and, if you dqn't see what you're 
seeking, ask, as many of the dealers will have brought more material 
than they have roan to display. Bring along your duplicates to sell or 
trade, as the dealers will also be buying as well as selling. 

No insurance will be carried on either bourse materials or exhibits, 
but guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day in these two areas 
for the duration of the show. 

BOURSE TABLES 

Rates for Bourse tables are: 

Regular: $200 Wall: $225 Comer: $250 

Dealer setup time is 5:00-8:30 PM, Thursday, 9 Sept. For contracts, 
or further information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 

3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003, telephone (703) 354-9544. 

EXHIBITS 

Write to Exhibit Chairman James M. Beard, 317 Miller St., Lexington, 
VA 24450, or call him at (703) 463-5186 to obtain exhibit forms and 
reserve your space. An exhibit takes a lot of work, but it also gives 
a lot of satisfaction, so plan to put in an exhibit in 1993. 

Exhibitors are requested to bring their own display cases? however, 
VNA has a limited number of cases, which will be assigned on a first 
come first served basis. If you'll need a case, please let Jim Beard 
know as early as you possibly can. 
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No insurance will be carried on exhibits, or bourse materials but 
guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day in these two areas for 
the duration of the show. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM 

■ Agai " l h i S „ year the convention program is contained in this expanded 
issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Warmest thanks to all of our members 
an friends, both individuals and clubs, who have supported the 1993 
convention through their ads and patron listings. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST 

In lieu of a banquet this year (we've lost a ton of money on every 
banquet in recent memory), The 1993 convention will feature an Awards 
Breakfast at 8:00 AM on Sunday, Sept. 12. The newly elected officers 

installed and awards will be presented. The breakfast will be 
a buffet costing about $6.00, and reservations will NOT be required 
Since you are going to have breakfast anyhow, come and join in the 
fellowship. 

RAG PICKERS GET TOGETHER 

The annual get together of the "Rag Pickers" will be held Saturday 
evening at 9:00 PM. Location will be announced. This group has no rules, 
officers, or dues. There's no formal agenda, but it’s always entertain¬ 
ing. Many big names in the paper money field, both collectors and 
dealers, will be in attendance, and the wide-ranging discussions are 
ln terestmg. If you have even a slight interest in paper money 
you will find it worth your while to attend. WARNING: Non-collectors 
have? been known to become addicted to paper money collecting after 
attending one of these sessions. 

VNA PUBLICATIONS 

™*™A books VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY, VIRGINIA TOKENS, and 
^.Publications will offered for sale at the registration 
esk. Buy them at the show and save on the shipping charge. 

MEMBERSHIP 

,nH M flf er ? hip 1 apPlicationS Wil1 1)6 at the registration desk, 

^m^ her \ S al ?° 311 a PP llcatlon blank on page 27 of this magazine. New 
members who join at the convention are paid up through the end of 1994, 
so urge your non-member friends to sign up. Members can pay their 1994 
dues at the registration desk, which will save VNA the trouble and 
expense of sending you a bill. 

COME AND HAVE FUN 

tone to the Westpark in September for a weekend of numismatic fun 
and fellowship. Bring your family along as well. While the collectors 
search for goodies on the bourse their spouses and kids can find plenty 
^ ingS t0 d °* ^ Washington area abounds in museums, 
Smithsonian Institution, historic sites, such as Mount Vernon, 
and other cultural attractions, more than enough, in fact, to keep a 
visitor pleasantly occupied for an entire weekend, or even for several 
weeks. F° r tho se who would rather skip the culture, the Washington area 
nas lots of of exciting shopping malls, starting with Tyson's Comer 

the .convention site. Potomac Mills, one of the major shopping 
attractionsinthis part of the country, is just a short distance south 
' For ^ hose " ho Wlsh to venture further afield, the King's Domin- 
n theme park is about one hour's drive south on 1-95. There's plenty 
of entertainment here for everyone, so plan to come and enjoy it. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 1993 



The Nominating Coirmittee has reported the following slate of can 
didates for offices whose current terms expire in September 1993: 

For President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

For First Vice President.James M. Beard, Lexington, Virginia 

For Second Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund, Richmond, Virginia 

For Secretary-Treasurer.Keith Littlefield, Annandale, Virginia 

For Board of Directors (VOTE FOR FOUR) 


Louis E. Doucet.... 
Raymond G. Haymaker 
Myrtlene L. New,... 
Mervyn H. Reynolds. 


.Petersburg, Virginia 

.Huddleston, Virginia 

Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 
.Newport News, Virginia 


All members are urged to exercise their right to vote. Your ballot 
is enclosed with this issue of the magazine. Please mark it and return 
it promptly to the Secretary, Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, 
Annandale, VA 22003. Don't think for a moment that because we have only 
one candidate for each office your vote is not important. Each of the 
candidates has expressed a willingness to serve; such people are hard 
to find. They deserve our endorsement, so mark your ballot and send it 
in TODAY. 


IN MEMDRIAM 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION MOURNS 
THE PASSING OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 
DURING THE PAST YEAR 


JAMES M. ALLEN 

1937 - 1992 


MEADOR CLAY PERDUE 

1914 - 1992 


WILLIAM T. ROGERS 

1919-1993 



















35th ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday, September 9 


5:00-8:30 PM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers Only 


9:00 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
6:00 PM ■ 

Friday, September 10 

- Bourse Room Open to Dealers 

- Bourse Room Open to General Public 

- Bourse Room closed to All 

9:00 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
11:00 AM - 
6:00 PM - 
9:00 PM - 

Saturday, September 11 

- Bourse Room Open to Dealers 

- Bourse Room Open to General Public 

- Meeting of VNA Board 

- Bourse Room Closed to All 

- "Rag Pickers" Get Together 

8:00 AM - 
9:00 AM - 
10:00 AM - 
5:00 PM - 

Sunday, September 12 

- Awards Breakfast 

- Bourse Room Open to Dealers 

- Bourse Room Open to General Public 

- Bourse Closes - Convention Closes 


AWARDS BREAKFAST PROGRAM 


WELCOME & INTRODUCTION. 

INVOCATION 

BREAKFAST 


PRESENTATION OF EXHIBIT AWARDS.James M. Beard 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS.. winners 

PRESENTATION OF WALT MASON AWARD.Len Harsel 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
















VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE 1993 CONVENTION 

Ginnie Aldridge James A. Johnson/ Jr. 


Dave & Theresa Armstrong 
Dr. Doug Ball 
The Hon. George W. Ball 
Steve & Yoko Bennett 
Hunk Bingler 
Chris & Katie Bishoff 
Earl Blaisdell 
Bob Brennan 
Earle & Lilian Brooks 
Rob Buckey 
Bob Bunn 
Joe & Jean Bush 
Tina Carr 

Randy & Faye Clarke 
Mary Grace Coalter 
Dick Coltrane 
Bob Custer 
Thomas A. Cooley 
Corbett B. Davis 
Lou & Audrey Doucet 
. Ben Duncan 
Ed Efford 

Gene & Kathryn Elliott 
Larry Engle 
Steve Goldsmith 
Jeff Greer 
Barbara Hannah 
Billy Hannah 
Forest W. Hannah 
Frank Hannah 
Marge Hannah 
Len Harsel 
James M. Harvey, Sr. 
James M. Harvey, Jr. 
Frank R. Hatch 
Del Haymaker 
Ray Haymaker 
Diana Herzog 
John Herzog 
Mary Herzog 


Richard Jones 
Brian Kritt 
Ellen Littlefield 
Katie Littlefield 
Sam Littlefield 
Ron Mirr 

Norbert W. McAuliffe 
Col. A. Weems McFadden 
W. Morris 
Bob & Myrt New 
Malcolm L. Padgette, Jr. 
Warren Plumer 
Bill Porter 
Mai & Bnily Powell 
Ashley P. Ramirez 
Mike Rost 

Jessica E. Ruehrmund 
Shauna R. Ruehrmund 
Sophie S. Ruehrmund 
John Sanderson 
Jerry & Ruthie Schmidt 
. Doug Seal 

Douglas F. Seal, III 
Guy R. Swanson 
Ted & Evie Tarr 
Thomas D. Taylor 
Louise Campbell Tickle 
Robert Trayer 
Greg & Norma Tucker 
William N. Veach 
Bob Walter 
Reed Walton 
Robert Whitlock 
Bill Wilkerson 
Chad Young 

Don & Marcella Zauche 
A Former Naval Person 
A Friend in New York 
A New York Friend 
Another New York Friend 
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COINS OF THE NABATEANS 


by Richard B Coltrane 

Collectors of Biblical coins are well aware of "coins" mentioned in 
the Bible, such as pieces of silver, the widow's mite and the tribute 
penny, and personalities referred to, such as Augustus, Herod I and 
Pontius Pilate. These coins become an integral part of any such 
collection. 


One of the challenges in building a collection of Biblical coins is 
fleshing out the less well known personalities in the Bible. One of 
these is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 11:32, in which Paul says, "In 
Damascus the governor under Aretas, the king, kept the city of the 
Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me". This is the 
only reference to the Nabateans in the Bible. 

No significant account of the history of the Nabateans is to be 
found in the works of the ancient historians. Diodorus briefly 
mentions the "Arabs" in his account of the invasion of Syria and 
Phoenicia by Antigonus I. the Nabateans controlled the area east of 
the Jordan River between Damascus and Petra as early as 312 BC. At 
that time the Greek king, Antigonus, sent two expeditions to Petra 
to subdue them. Both expeditions were unsuccessful. 

At this time the Nabateans were nomadic and came to the area around 
Petra for protection. The area was naturally fortified, and gradually 
became permanently inhabited. Later, Petra was chosen to be the 
Nabatean capital. 


The first known king of Nabataea was Aretas I, who ruled in 170 BC. 
His forces were strong enough to safeguard caravans passing through 
the area. As demand in the Roman world increased for silk, spices, and 
other products frcm Asia, trade through the area grew rapidly, and the 
tolls on goods passing through Nabatean territory greatly increased 
the Nabatean treasury. As their wealth increased, their influence on 
neighboring countries was felt. f 

Alexander Jannaeus, king of Judea, died in 76 BC. His eldest son, 
John Hyrcanus II, was appointed priest and heir to the throne, but he 
was not as dynamic and politically sophisticated as his younger 
brother, Judah Aristobulus. Aristobulus defeated Hyrcanus after a 

battle and replaced him as king and high priest. Hyrcanus was 
encouraged by his advisor, antipater (the father of Herod I), to con¬ 
tinue to fight for the titles and power that were rightfully his. 
Hyrcanus fled Jerusalem and sought the aid of Aretas III. After 
Hyrcanus made territorial concessions to the Nabatean king, their 
armies united to attack Aristobulus in Jerusalem in 63 BC. 

Aristobulus managed to gain the 
temporary support of the Roman gen¬ 
eral Marcus Aemilius Scarus by pay¬ 
ing bribes. Scarus attacked Aretas 
at Damascus, forcing his army to 
withdraw from Jerusalem. Scarus was 
then persuaded by Hyrcanus to acc¬ 
ept a bribe of 300 talents (3000 
talents in another account) from 
Aretas in exchange for peace. Four 
years later Scarus corrmemorated 
this event on a denarius issued 
jointly with Pub. Plautius Hypsaeus. 
The coin depicts Aretas holding an 
olive branch and kneeling as a supplicant beside a camel. 



Bronze coin of Aretas III 
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As the Nabateans moved into 


territory formerly ruled by the 



Denarius of 
M. Aemilius Scarus 
& Pub. Plautius Hypsaeus 


Seleucid dynasty, minting of local 
coins became advantageous. When the 
Roman general Pompey claimed domin¬ 
ion of this area in 63 BC, the Nab¬ 
ateans under Obodas II began strik¬ 
ing coins of their own designs with 
Nabatean inscriptions.The few coins 
struck prior to this time were ess¬ 
entially Greek city coins with 


Greek inscriptions. 


There had been little change in 
the area controlled by Nabatea when 


Aretas IV became king in 9 BC. It was an officer of Aretas IV who 
attempted to detain Paul in Damascus. 

The daughter of Aretas IV married 
Herod Antipas, who later divorced 



her to marry Herodias, the wife of 
his half-brother, Herod Philip.For 
this reason Aretas declared war on 
Herod, and his army won some minor 
victories. Rome sided with Herod, 
but the army which had been dis- 


Silver drachm of Aretas Iv 
and his 1st wife, Huldu 


patched against Aretas was call¬ 
ed back from Jerusalem upon the 


death of Bnperor Tiberius in 37 AD. 

The coins of aretas IV are the most readily available ones of the 
Nabatean kings. Many of them depict him with either his first queen, 
Huldu or his second queen, Shaqilath. When Aretas died in 40 AD, 
Shaqilath married the net king (her step-son), Malichus II. He died in 
70 AD, and was succeeded by Rabbel II. During the reigns of these 
latter twQ kings the importance of the country gradually declined as 
new trade routes replaced those that ran through Nabatea. Upon the 
death of Rabbel II in 106 AD the country was assimilated into the 
Roman Bnpire. So little was known of this country that it was not 
until 1858 that a coin was identified as having been struck by any of 
these kings. 


VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 


Applicant 

James Bowyer, Crozet, Virginia. 

Joseph A. Esposito, Springfield, Virginia 
Gene Lunsford, Staunton, Virginia. 


Sponsor 


Keith Littlefield 
Keith Littlefield 


Doug Seal 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 


Robert J. Balas 


Ronald J. Mirr 


8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 
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THE 1773 COLONIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENNY 

By William N. Veach 

Which Are Preferable: Circulated or Uncirculated Specimens? 

Another way to express this same question is: Which will retain a 
greater degree of integrity? Or, which types of these 1773 Virginia 
halfpennies will increase in greater relative value over the next ten 
years? And, I really do feel that this subject could be the cause of 
some mutual, yet basic feelings of conflict within our own appraisals. 

Are we going to be satisfied.comfortable with the standard level 

of appreciation, or view point of "uncirculated" copper specimens when 
contemplating those found among colonial Virginia halfpennies? This 
is the one basic question we all must ask ourselves before we can 
decide what type of coins we want to collect, primarily. 

Variety not withstanding, any choice brilliant uncirculated coins 
of a light orange copper with gleaming patina, no spotting,no streaks, 
and a sharply struck, perfectly centered obverse and a similar reverse 
would seem to be the most desirable of all the 1773 colonial Virginia 
copper halfpennies attainable. 

But, wait. How true is this? After all, the most worn circulated 
specimen is one that has actually experienced an extensive acceptance 
through honest labor and hard times within the business community, in 
times of informal trade in rural colonial America. From each coin's 
circulated condition, we see absolute testimony of its genuine service 
to the community. 

Not only did its little copper jacket weather hardships of mere 
commerce, but it also survived what might be described as "political 
transgressions" of those many loyal colonial Virginians who chose to 
"spit on" (punish) King George III for his interference and harassing 
taxation,.by inflicting disfigurement upon the f obverses of the little 
1773 Virginia halfpennies with some type of sharp instrument. 

Indeed, "time" has been the most charitable predator of our grand 
219 year old specimens of historic old colonial Virginia. 

And What About "Character" 

Such character do these worn circulated specimens have that they 
have gained our recognition as the most successful colonial endeavor 
of establishing a local copper coinage. Indeed, they were the work¬ 
horses of the "first authorized legal coinage of colonial America". 
This fact can now be permanently and officially attributed to Eric P. 
Newman. (See: House joint Resolution # 271, passed in January, 1992, 
by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia .... a well 
deserved tribute and recognition, long overdue). 

Even after the break with England, at the outset of what became 
the American Revolution, these halfpennies continued to endure through 
hardships of a war-tom country. In fact, Mr. Newman's reference to 
the excavation of various coinages at sites in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
in his monograph of 1956 "Coinage for Colonial Virginia", echoes the 
theory that many of the 1773 Virginia coppers were "well circulated" 
within the colony. 

Additional "finds" in excavations outside Virginia also support the 
premise that these 1773 coins were widely circulated and accepted in 
all the colonies bordering Virginia. 

Should such wide acceptance be regarded as superior character? 
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Hey, What Happened To The Superiority Of Uncirculated Coins? 

Yes, how about all the beautiful brilliant uncirculated specimens 
that were hidden away in some cache or hoard? You might easily think 
that these near perfect coins are to be revered merely on the basis of 
an initial subjective observation of their outward appearance. 

However, just because these sharply struck uncircuklated specimens 
were spared the rude and harsh punishment of wear and tear in trade 
that befell the common circulated coins, this alone is hardly a basis 
upon which to establish a precedent for assuming that all uncirculated 
specimens should be regarded as superior to all circulated coins show¬ 
ing the battle scars of experience and trade. 

Do Uncirculated Specimens Lack Integrity? 

Both to their benefit and to their discredit uncirculated coins 
were well protected against any exposure to either harsh light or 
humid air, hidden away safely for hundreds of years. 

Yet, these spotless, unmarred, sharply featured copper beauties 
are lacking in the basic character of the common circulated specimens, 
they have no "real experience" in the business world, as they ve never 
stood the acid test of the public's general acceptance. 

So, what good are they? Are they "truly" genuine? Can they be? 

They're "unused", "virgin", "untested", and a bit suspect. So really, 
what is "historic" about them? How did they ever contribute to a day's 
work? Not at all! They are perfect examples of the original state of 
the new coinage and not much more. Throughout the entire conflict of 
their real justification of worth, by circulation, these brilliant red 
uncirculated specimens "lay safely in hiding". 

Whereas the common circulated specimens of the Virginia halfpenny, 
while most definitely handled by the likes of men like Benjamin 
Franklin and Thomas Jefferson on an everyday ba^is, were popular as a 
convenience and were the image of durability, as they clanked together 
in your hand. 

And now, the uncirculated ones are reappearing today in this period 
of historic acclamation and renewed popularity, to seemingly claim 
some just reward through the guise of "equal recognition" right along 
side of all those battered and well worn circulated veteran coins. 

Where Is There Justice? 

The ghost of historic integrity whispers: "No way!" "Yet hide them 
again". But, the Unc's are so pure, so beautiful, they are absolutely, 
without equal,the only perfect example of what these "vanguard coppers" 
of colonial Virginia actually looked like in the very beginning. 

Which would you rather have? Why? Put your money where. 

Conclusion 

So, the question is raised: does "merit of valor in service" exceed 
a specimen's value in appearance? In that colonial time there were not 
any replacements made, and it was the survival of the most fortunate. 

And, so it seems only fair, that the specimens that passed the test 
of experience through usage should actually qualify for our 
recognition. 

Now you must make the choice that sits most comfortably with you. 
Someday,your collection of some 400 specimens will reflect your choice. 
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IMPERIAL COINS MOVES 


July, 1993, will mark the end of an era and the start of a new one, 
as Jerry and Ruthie Schmidt of Imperial Coins, after twenty three years 
in the Imperial Building at Fifth and Franklin Streets in downtown 
Richmond, move to a new shop in the West End. Readers will recall 
that two earlier scheduled moves back in '91 were frustrated by zoning 
problems, but this time it's going to happen. Ihe Schmidts have acqu- 
ired land in Henrico County, and their own Imperial Building is under 
construction. They expect to move in around the middle of July. 

The new address is: 8801 Patterson Avenue, Richmond, VA 23229? the 
new telephone number is: (804) 740-6481. 

New store hours are: Tues.- Fri. 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM? Sat. 9:30 AM 
to 2:00 PM. They will be closed on Sundays and Mondays, but will open 
by special appointment on those days. 

The new Imperial shop is on the south side of Patterson Avenue, one 
long block west of Parham Road. To get there from downtown Richmond, 
go west on 1-64, and exit at Parham Road South, follow Parham to 
Patterson Ave. and then turn right. The new shop has its own parking 
lot. 

We all wish Jerry and Ruthie continued success in their new location. 


SILVER RETURNS TO CIRCULATING COINAGE 

We are all aware that enormous guantities of silver are used for 
coinage, worldwide. We are also aware that none of it circulates. 

Since the mid 60s, when base metal replaced silver, the operation of 
Gresham's Law has resulted in the total disappearance of silver in 
circulation. Silver has, however, returned to circulating coinage? not 
here, but in Mexico, which happens to be the world's largest silver 
producer. After years of galloping inflation the Mexican government 
has refomjed its currency, and issued a new series of coins. Their new 
ten peso piece is bimetallic, with a silver center, and an outer ring 
of aluminum bronze. The new coin's exchange value is $3.20 U.S.,while 
its silver content of about 5 grams is worth 73<fc with silver at $4.37 
per troy ounce. That's enough silver for prestige purposes, but not 
nearly enough to cause the coins to be hoarded for their silver 
content. The Mexican mint expects to use 6.2 million ounces this year 
to coin 40 million of the ten peso pieces, so we should be seeing some 
of them before long. 

The new Mexican coinage consists of eight denominations, but only 
the ten pesos contains silver. The one, two and five peso pieces are 
also bimetallic, of bronze and steel, while the centavo denominations, 
the first centavos the Mexicans have seen in guite a while, are 
entirely of steel. 

The bimetallic format is relatively new in coinage, having been 
first used by Italy for the 500 lire denomination in 1985, but the 
idea has been around since Roman times. As early as the second century 
A.D. the Roman mint was producing large bimetallic medallions, with an 
outer ring of brass and an inner disc of copper. In more recent times 
bimetallic tokens have been produced in considerable quantities in the 
early years of this century. 

In the not too distant future we will probably see the introduction 
of a new circulating one dollar coin in this country.The use of silver 
can be ruled out, but adoption of the bimetallic format might make 
such a coin more acceptable to the public, provided they don't goof up 
again on the size. We'll have to wait and see. 
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Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 













VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you'll need a copy of this 500 page 
catalog which lists all known Virginia notes fran 1770 to 1880, except 
Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Separate sections are 
devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes / City and Town Notes / Private Scrip 
County and Sheriff Notes / Notes of all Virginia Banks (chartered, 
savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a rarity 
and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustrations. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY is available in two forms: 

- HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping.by UPS) 

- UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49,785 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more books. 
Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption number with order. 
Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic Association. 

Orders for books, and requests for information should be sent to: 

Va. Numismatic Assoc., 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 
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OBSOLETE VIRGINIA PAPER MONEY 


FOR SALE 


List will be available 
in September 
at the VNA Show 


Contact: 

FRANK HANNAH 
50 Fox Grove Drive 
Hampton, Virginia 23664 















IIIU^ Art 0 f Printing 


The Creative 


FOR ALL 
YOUR 

PRINTING NEEDS 


911 "G" STREET 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23661 
(804) 244-6800 
FAX: (804) 247-9431 
1-800-292-2091 







NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays at the 
Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd.,Alexandria,Va. In May they 
held a member bourse followed by a 51 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

KENT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 2nd. Thursdays in rm.120, 
Science & Technology Ctr.of the Delaware Technical & Community College 
in Dover. 

MONTI CELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. In May the club held a 
numismatic quiz with silver prizes for the winners, and in June cond¬ 
ucted its quarterly auction sale. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
ville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Ctr, at 
7:30 PM. The club's spring show, snowed out back in March, was held May 
15-16 at the Waynesboro Outlet Mall, with 50 dealers present, and good 
attendance. The Shen. Valley Club is known for their great shows, and 
this one was no exception. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.,Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In May Julian Leidman spoke on his views of numismatics and the market 
today. The society does not meet in July and August. 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Mortimer's Locksmith Shop in Norge, Va. Take Norge exit from 1-64. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. The VPCC cele¬ 
brated its fortieth anniversary at the annual banquet on May 15 at 
Sammy & Nick's Restaurant in Hampton. New officers were installed, and 
Merv Reynolds, the only charter member still active, was presented a 
plaque in recognition of his long and distinguished service to the 
club. Their speaker was Mr. John Quarstein, Director of the War 
Memorial Museum in Newport News, who gave a talk on the War of 1812. 
VNA congratulates the Peninsula Club of its 40th birthday, and wishes 
it continued success in the years to come. 

ANCIENT NUMISMATIC SOC. OF WASHINGTON. Meets in the homes of members. 
For info.write to W.E. McGovern, P.O.Box 2495, Gaithersburg,MD 20886. 
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WHO AM I? 

Professional Numismatic Dealer 
and Consultant for Over 25 Years 

WHAT HAVE I DONE? 

I have handled, developed and sold many of the finest rare coin 
collections (Colonials through Modern Issues) in the country, including: 

• Rare Colonial issues including several 1792 issues 

• Assemblage of specialized collections of all early U.S. coins by die variety 

• Simultaneous ownership and subsequent sale of two high quality 1838-0 50<z 

• Assisted in the completion of the finest collection of double eagles ever assembled, including the* 1927-D 

• Sale of the Wilkison Gold Pattern Collection in 1973 and later bought and sold individual pieces, 
including the unique 1907 Indian Head $20, and the 1872 6-piece Amazonian Set and 1874 Bickford $10 

• Participation as a bourse dealer at hundreds of local, regional and national coin shows and conventions 

• Attendance at every major U.S. auction held since 1968, representing as many as 25 auction bidders 
at the same time 

• Consultant to corporations, dealers and collectors in order to develop, build and expand collections 
as well as being instrumental in the promotion of the numismatic hobby 

WHAT CAN I DO FOR YOU? 

With total confidentiality I will tailor my services to fit your needs and: 

• Assist in the formation and location of any U.S. coin or currency collection 

• Counsel collectors, dealers and corporations on any aspect of the numismatic business or hobby 

• Act as personal representative for any numismatic transaction at a maximum commission of 10% 

• Appraise collections or individual pieces on an hourly basis 

• Assist in the ORDERLY disposition of current holdings at current values 

Outstanding references available from collectors, investors, dealers and 
institutions from all regions of the country. Inquiries invited from qualified and 
serious individuals, businesses and institutions by letter or telephone. 

Or, stop at my table at any of the major shows. I have a table at all of them! 


Julian Leidman 

940 Wayne Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
(301) 585-8467 



LM / 664 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


July 9-11 

Dalton, GA 

NW Ga.Trade & Conv.Ctr. 

TENN.STATE NUMIS.SOC 
BLUE RDG.NUMIS ASSOC 

July 23-24 

Towson, MD 

Towson Ctr., Osier Dr. 

MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

July 28-Aug 1 Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Aug. 7-8 

Vienna, VA 

Community Center 

NORTHERN VA COIN 

CLUB SHOW 

Aug.20-22 

Frederick, MD 

Days Inn, exit 31A on 1-270 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Aug.29 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn. York Rd. 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Sep.4-5 

Hagerstown, MD 

Interstate Ballroom, US Rt.40 

INTERSTATE COIN 

CLUB SHOW 

Sep.10-12 

McLEAN, VA 

WESTPARK HOTEL 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Sep.19 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Rd. 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Sep.24-26 

Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn. 1-75, Exit 1 

BLUE RIDGE 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Oct.24 

Baltimore MD 

Victory Villa Comm. Ctr. 

BALTIMORE ASSOCIATED 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Oct.30-31 

Vienna, VA. 

Community Center 

NORTHERN VA COIN 

CLUB SHOW 

Nov. 5-7 

Baltimore MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON- 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 


WILLIAMSBURG COIN & STAMP 

• Coins • Supplies • Baseball Cards • 

• Medals & Decorations • Stamps • Etc. • 

323B Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
Telephone (804) 229-5544 

OPEN MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS 
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Compliments of the 

Richmond Coin Club 

Established 1940 


The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Signet Bank Building, 7 North Eighth Street, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Visitors are always welcome. 


VIRGINIA COIN INVESTMENTS 

Buy & sell collector coins, US & worldwide, proof & 
mint sets silver dollars, CIS & foreign gold, gold Eagles 
& Maple Leafs, silver bars 1 oz. - 100 oz., bulk silver 
coins, coin supplies for the collector, large selection of 
14 kt. gold jewelry & chains. 

444 MAPLE AVENUE EAST 
VIENNA, VIRGINIA 22180 
(703) 281-6363 


Compliments of 

MARJORIE & JIM BEARD 
NUMISMATISTS 

U. S. & CANADIAN COINS - CARNIVAL GLASS 
317 MILLER STREET • LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 24450 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COIMS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BOY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB 

Member of ANA and VNA 

Meets at 7:30 P.M. on the second Tuesday of each month 
in the 

Mary Switzer Building, 

Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center, 

Fishersville, Virginia 

Fishersville is 7 miles east of Staunton, Va. on US Route 250, 
just a short distance north of 1-64 

Our annual spring show is held in March 
For infomation on tables, contact: 

Clarence Armstrong, 610 C Street, Staunton, VA 24401 
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SHERWOOD COINS 

BUY • SELL • APPRAISALS 

Coins • Paper Money • Collectibles • Gold & Silver Investments 
M.H. “Merv" Reynolds, ANA R10550 
14405 Old Courthouse Way (Denbigh), Newport News, VA 
TEL: (804) 874-6921 HOURS: Mon-Fri 11-6; Sat 10-4 


THE MONTICELLO COIN CLUB 

Meets at 7:30 P.M. on the third Wednesday of each month 

at the 

Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Road 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 

All U.S. & Foreign Coins * Gold & Silver Bullion 
Paper Money 

Gold Coins * Maple Leafs * Pandas* Eagles 
Platinum 

Bought - Sold - Appraised 
Get our quote before you buy or sell 
National Teletype Service 
Member A.N.A. - V.N.A. - N.G.C. 

Estate Jewelry, Vintage Costume Jewelry, Diamonds, Watches 

1191/2 West Main Street 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902 
"On the Historic Downtown Mall" 

804-979-9172 
Fax: 804-979-GOLD 

Larry Engle, President 
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My interests are: 

MINOR COINS OF THE WORLD 

From 1600 to 1965 

those coins used and appreciated by the 
citizens of the country of issue I have 
NO interest in “investor” coins 

If you have similar interests, drop me a line 

DUANE McSMTIH 
Past President VNA 
P.O. Box 453, Norge, VA 23127 


Best Wishes 

from 

GEORGE and WILMA SANDY 

Milpitas, California 
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N& WSALVAGE, INC. 

Salvage and Surplus Merchandise Bought and Sold 
NEAL A. CHIAPPA, PRESIDENT 
319 W. Williamsburg Road, Sandston, Va., 23150 

804-737-0279 FAX 737-0348 


A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcome 
to all who attend VNA's 
Thirty Fifth Annual Convention 

from 

GINNIE ALDRIDGE 

Past President, 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


THE BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB 

Meets at 7:30 P.M. on the last Tuesday of each month 

at the 

Robert Smith Music Studio 
105 North First Street, Charlottesville, va. 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

For information about the club and its activities call: 

David Consolvo, President; (804) 293-4371 
or 

Robert Smith; (804) 295-5835 
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WANTED to facilitate my research: Va. Business Directories & Dun &/or 
Rradstreet Commercial Reports prior to 1900. HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 

Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _ 

FOR SALE: PAPER MEMORABILIA from the War Between the States. Currency, 
Bonds, Letters, Documents. Send long SASE (52$ postage), or $1.00 
without SASE for price list. 

Dorsey A. Howard, P.0. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418 _ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 
THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 _ 

WANTED: Encased coins from all states. Describe and price, 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 _ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '92 VNA conventions are still available. 

Price 50<fc each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Souvenir Yorktown, Va.1981 flat wood,$1.50 ea, 2 for $2.50 
No SASE needed. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 
Send description and price to: 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602 _ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 
J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 
July 4, 1976. Paying $3 to $3.50 each for uncirculated, less for 
circulated. Write to: 

David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 
icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 
Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: send me your want list for 
very competitive quotes. Merv Reynolds, Va. Peninsula Coin Club 
PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 _ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 
Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA members, send your free ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 
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Fredericksburg Virginia Wanted: 

Obsolete scrip, tokens, postcards, old stoneware 
crocks/jugs, bill heads, bonds, documents, etc. 

Keith Littlefield 

3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
(703) 354-9544 


COINS, ETC. 

Azalea Flea Market 
5209 Wilkerson Rd. 
Richmond, VA 23227 


Coins/Currency 

Supplies 

Appraisals 

Greg & Norma 
(804) 222-6030 


WANTED: VIRGINIA 

TOKENS & MEDALS, 

also MILK BOTTLE CAPS OF ALL STATES 

PAGE MANN 

P.O. Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684 
Telephone (804) 220-2077 

AVA NSCA TAMS(LM) VNA(LM) DWMC ATCO ATCA 


ROBERT M. NEW 

P.O. Box 1124, Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870 
Telephone (919) 537-4083 

Specializing in coins, stamps, bank notes & tokens 
of the United States and the British Pacific. 
Memorabilia of Queen Elizabeth II 

APS 139166 ANA 43656 VNA LM 16 NCNA LM 36 




Jewelry 
Art Specialties 
Collectibles 
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BEST WISHES TO VNA 


from 

Jim and Elsie Ruehrmund 


ARE YOU A VNA MEMBER? 

If not, use this application blank and join 
at the convention; your first 
year's membership will extend to the end of 1993 


If you are already a member, 
use this application blank to sign up a friend 


Regular $7.00 year Junior $2.00 year 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Make checks payable to VNA and mail to Secretary 

Mame...— 

Address--- 

City_ State_ Zip_ 

Collecting Specialty ____ 

Mame of your Club_. 

Sponsored by_ VNA No- 


VNA (JSE ONLY 

Date Received _ 

Number Assigned 


Applicants Signature 

Date Approved _ 

Dues Received _ 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Address all official mail of the Virginia Numismatic Association to: 
Keith Littlefield, Secretary-Treasurer 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 

All mail relating to the Virginia Numismatist should be addressed to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

VNA ELECTED OFFICERS 


President.*.James M. Beard, Lexington, Virginia 

1st Vice President.Vacant 

2nd Vice President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

Secretary-Treasurer.Keith Littlefield, Annandale, Virginia 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn, Newport News, Virginia 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Louis E. Doucet, 1991.Petersburg, Virginia 

Raymond G. Haymaker, 1991. Huddleston, Virginia 

W. Page Mann, 1991..Williamsburg, Virginia 

IXiane Mc&nith, 1992.Williamsburg, Virginia 

Robert M. New, 1992.Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 

Mervyn H. Reynolds, 1991.Newport News, Virginia 

Michael J. Rost„ 1992.Richmond, Virginia 

James C. Ruehrmund, Past President,'85-7.Richmond, Virginia 

Virginia S. Aldridge, Past President,'87-9..Colonial Heights, Virginia 
Gregory E. Tucker, Past President, '89-'91.Richmond, Virginia 
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Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English • Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

$45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 
$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 



Catalogues by Subscription Only 


Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


ll.AI. Simllic &('o.diM*. 

VJ * Established I MO 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 


























































Numismatic News 
is first rate 


"NUMISMATIC NEWS is a first-rate publication 
that is timely, journalistically sound, and well 
worth the subscription price." 


Mike Ellis, Alabama 


When money matters, you 
definitely want the best choice. That's 

NUMISMATIC NEWS your complete 
hobby weekly. 

In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 

count on the latest news first; the 
hobby's most respected value guide, 
"Coin Market;" the field's only full¬ 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby's 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry’s most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
special bonus, you’ll receive a FREE 
classified ad every week as a 
subscriber. That’s a s 260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 
subscription several times over. 


rn™T?! tpsi1 * Tmonc ' ' ~ 

reasur - v firsts ’ nfas. 




numismatic nfiWf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ 1^0 WW W 


700 E. State Street, 
lola.WI 54990 


□ YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! □ Check or Money order (to Nummmaic Nows) 
20 issues. jUSt J 9 95 

Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. 


iName. 


Address. 
City_;_ 


□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Credit Card No._ 

Expires: Mo._ 

Signature- 


State. 


Phone No_|| 

Mail with payment to: Numismatic News, Circulation Dept j 

700 E. State St.. Iota, Wl 54990 QNZ i §. 



























ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

Va Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. * 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIM1HIA 

HUMISMATIST 

Volume 29/ No.3 
May, 1993 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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Silver Returns.12 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


By the time this issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is published our 
thirty fifth convention will be history. 

Since this is my last president's letter, I would like to thank all 
of the people who have made VNA what it is today. Special thanks to all 
of the dedicated members, who help to set up, and work at the convent¬ 
ion. Without them we could not have a convention. 

In the last issue we asked for members to step forward and accept 
positions on the board of directors or serve as officers. So far, we 
have not had any response. Let's get behind the new president, and help 
him keep our organization one of the best in the country. 

Again, thanks to all the members whose efforts have helped to make 
the president's job easier. 


Sincerely, 


Jim Beard 
President 


PS. WE HAVE DELAYED PUBLICATION OF THIS ISSUE IN ORDER TO GIVE YOU 
A SPECIAL REPORT. YOU MUST HAVE SEEN ON TV OR READ IN THE PAPERS ABOUT 
THE TORNADO WHICH DEVASTATED THE OLD TOWN SECTION OF PETERSBURG ON FRI¬ 
DAY, AUGUST 6TH. STEVE BENNETT'S SHOP, THE COIN EXCHANGE OF VIRGINIA, 
WAS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF IT.THE BUILDING'S ROOF WAS BLOWN AWAY, BUT 
THE SHOP'S LOCATION ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF A THREE STORY BUILDING KEPT 
STEVE'S STOCK FROM GOING THE WAY OF THE ROOF. WATER DAMAGE TO THE 
SHOP'S CONTENTS WAS EXTENSIVE, AND THE BENNETTS ARE HARD AT WORK DRY¬ 
ING THINGS OUT AND ASSESSING THE EXTENT OF THEIR LOSS, WHICH WE ALL 
HOPE WILL PROVE SMALL. THE BUILDING IS TO RECEIVE A NEW ROOF, AND WE 
ALSO HOPE THAT THE COIN EXCHANGE WILL REOPEN AT AN EARLY DATE. 

ANOTHER CASUALTY WAS THE FRENCH BETSY RESTAURANT, THE SCENE OF MANY 
VNA BOARD MEETINGS IN PAST YEARS. THE ROOF THERE COLLAPSED, WRECKING 
THE BUILDING'S INTERIOR. 

JB 


* TOES * TOES * TOES * DUES * DUES * DUES * 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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MEET OUR ADVERTISERS. 8 
GENE ELLIOTT 


This series of profiles is intended to acquaint the VNA membership 
with a very special group of VNA members/ the dealers whose advertis¬ 
ements appear in these pages. They supply us with good stuff for our 
collections, and it is their valued support that makes possible the 
publication of our magazine. 

Gene Elliott is a relative newcomer to both the numismatic business 
and to Virginia, but he has already made his mark in the field of ob¬ 


solete currency. 

A native of California, Gene has lived in many places. He was a full 
time dealer in autographs for a decade, first in Paris, France, and 
later in England and Australia, so he's no neophyte when it comes to 
catering to the wants and needs of discriminating collectors. 

He returned to this country in 1989, settled in New Orleans, and 
shifted from autographs to currency, specializing in Confederate and 



obsolete material, and Confederate bonds. 

In 1991 Gene moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia, where 
he met and married Kathryn 
(they were introduced by 
her father), and Kathryn, 
a third grade teacher and 
educational councilor, 
found herself in the curr¬ 
ency business. In 1992 the 
Elliotts moved to Freder¬ 
icksburg, Va., because, as 
Gene put it, "In the ob¬ 
solete currency business, 
Virginia is where the 
action is". 

The Elliotts do not 
operate a shop, but conc¬ 
entrate on shows, attending 
at least twenty five a 
year. Their show work is 
not confined to coin shows, 
They also take tables at 
Civil War relic shows and 
gun shows, which seem to 
attract both established 
and potential collectors 
of obsolete currency.They 
sometimes do two shows in 
Gene & Kathryn Elliott one weekend, he at one, 

and she at the other. 

Although they issue no price lists, they do fill mail orders for 
clients who write or telephone.If you're looking for some elusive item, 
drop them a line, the address is: 10706 Wakeman Dr .Fredericksburg, VA 
22407, or give them a call at (703) 898 0454. 

Also, be sure to look for their table at the next show you attend. 
It's the one with the upright panels covered with colorful photocopies 
of obsolete notes. Chances are you'll find something you can't live 
without, for they always have a great selection of choice material at 
very competitive prices. 
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THE 1773 CCQLflNIAL VIRGINIA COPPER HALFPENNY 

By William N. Veach 

Ever Seen a Counterstamped Virginia Halfpenny Firsthand? 

£S5S& K'Jsrysr - ^ — -2 

However, no book has ever been written on our counterstairmed 
Anerican colonial copper coins, to my knowledge or Mr. BruntaT^uoon 
our last conversation. The specific reason for thisteettniUTt 
very same reason that I find the subiect an h, b ® se 'r m f fc te the 

is-- * * » ^ rety s: rjs, t . a ™ r ^s t ss» 1 itet ' 

author 1 from 1 dr 6n ^ e " >mus ' the lack ° f handi^ps any would-be 

graying any relevant conclusions as to the merit! oriain 
f°J ksy authorshlp among these old colonial coppers. ' 9 ' 

iss^Vthe^r “Y* dld r6Veal t0 US ' in the ^tober 1990 
issue of the TAMS Journal, sane 22 such examples of rare counterstamn«i 

halfpenny C among teem!' *“ *** 3 Single 1773 Vir 3 inla «>PPer 

Counterstamps found on many American colonial Conner coins of the 

These ^ 1 of . 1 " lti P te letters « twnf^“ r . the 

SK^SSSasSSSK. 

“Sp 2; St’S 2S ffiS SI JS&SJ 

ftSSS “ SS---MS SI 

Yes, one might wonder if these 1773 colonial Virqinia coDDer 
halfpenny counterstamps actually exist, and, they do' ^ 

Snathe 006 f ° r yourself ' you be skeptical. 

r.,,ftt 9 t ^ flve years ' 1 have acquired 3 of the only 4 That 
oiad ^"v, 31516 t0 9&ln an exact lettering description of. tod it very 
glad to share a copy of two of them with you.. One is in extitn/ 

Wnt^rgetll^tt^ l6tterS ' " R - P ' S "' acr °ss the face of 

i^eorge ill. The Newman variety set is 23-Q. 

an t" on°the fhce a sin 9 le letter'on each side. There is 

3 ,° n the fa p e of Kln 9 George III, and an "X" on the reverse's 
coat of arms. The Newman variety set is 8-H 

thr*ff, the r i rst ““*“«<■* »ith the 
the mrthem^i • p • S is more likely to have been created in one of 

speci2 w^h“ letter on tat T* ^ ° r Ma “ achU8et *s, this second 
S n "X"tt crudeli C ^ nK5nwea l th . ^rgtia itSelf tLSthet^^d 

head of the king. The "S" is not^itt^buftre'ctSessedtt tht 
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Var. 23-Q, enlarged 


top than at the bottom. On the rev¬ 
erse, an "x" is stamped almost dir¬ 
ectly opposite the "S" on the obv¬ 
erse. So, this coin was "cross- 
stamped", with a distinct letter on 
each surface, backing up somewhat 
to the other, and neither on dead 
center. The "S" is slightly larger 
than the "x". The "S" came first 
because it is interrupted by the 
"x", and is worn about the edges. 
Whereas the "x" is stamped amid a 
glob of copper protruding on the 
reverse, caused by stairping the "S". 
The "x" is not interrupted by the 
"S", and there is very little wear 
about the edges of the "x". More¬ 
over, this is the only known 
"cross-stamped" 1773 Colonial 
Virginia copper halfpenny to be 
found so far. 



Var. 8-H, enlarged 

How Many 1773 Virginia Counterstamps Might Have Existed? 

The many negative sightings by the vast majority of those polled 
only reinforce the conclusion that these 1773 counterstamps are rare. 

A guesstimate was recently made that as few as three or four 
Virginia merchants may have stamped as many as 60 to 80 coins each in 
the late 1770's, with as many as 300 coins affected. Since such 
specimens would be both popular and thus among the most circulated, 
they would also have been extremely susceptible to being sequestered 
when all copper fell victim to the "Melting Pot" of 1789. 

Assuming that 80% were lost in this way, only 60 would remain. And, 
many others must have been worn smooth or destroyed to make U.S. coins 
in the 1790's, leaving as few as 30 specimens remaining today! 
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MY LIFE AS AN AMATEUR COIN DEALER 
FROM DECEMBER 1992 TO FEBRUARY 1993 


by Paul Neumann 
Sydney, Australia 

As several amongst you know, I went on a trip to Europe during this 
period. Quantas was not able to provide a sufficiently low quote for 
nxf P assa 9 e ' so 1 chose the airline of our cousins across the 
Pond , Air New Zealand. On this trip I would fly from Sydney, making 
a short stop-over in Auckland, to Fiji Where I would stay a month (my 
second visit), then on to Hawaii, Los Angeles and Frankfurt. In Europe, 
I took the tram from Frankfurt to Ticino in southern Switzerland. I 
also ventured to Milan a couple of times during this trip. 

I went to Fiji as well for a social visit, seeing friends that i 
met for the first time in July when I was there. I knew that it was 
pretty difficuit: to find interesting coins or banknotes there, so I 
planned to visit towns and islands I didn't visit earlier. I heard 
that new phone cards came into use, and I was also eager to pick up a 
few of them. In the beginning of December, phone cards were only in 
use m Nadi Town & airport, and the General Post Offices of Lautoka, 
Suva, and Lambasa, all on the Island of Vanau Levu. 

At times during my stay, I hung around the post offices in the 
above towns in order to collect used cards left on top of the 
telephones in the booths. Unfortunately, I did not collect many cards 
using this method. I then asked post office employees to collect them 
for me, and by this method, on my return from Europe, I was able to 
collect a total of 60 cards. I found out that the F$20 card of Fiji 
Telecom was scarcest, having only collected a total of three. In Suva 
there is a competitor to Fiji Telcom, offering long-distance service 

S ^ COm ? any i ssues F * 5 and F $10 cards. Going through my hoard i 
found that most cards were moderately scratched on the face. Even mint 
cards were slightly scratched. The only perfect specimens that I saw 
were the cards put up in presentation packs. 

s f^ d before, obtaining interesting coins & banknotes proved more 
difficult. I revisited Mlss Wong at the Reserve Bank in Suva, where I 
was greeted as friendly as in my visit in July, and bought the 
remainder of the pre-decimal notes in their sales stock: two 5 
shilling notes and three 10 shilling notes dated 1964 in aunc 

i Th ® Re f erve has a policy of selling duplicates of the 
tes it already has in its collection. Unfortunately, all decimal 
e ® Wer ® 3rd serles with the Barnes signature, in only VF condition, 
and therefore not worth buying, as similar condition notes can also be 
picked up cheaply here at major banknote dealers (including myself). 

e Reserve Bank did not have any older coins for sale, so I visited 
the craft shops behind the post office, as well as several Indian 
fo T 3 . onl y a sma H quantity of 3d. issued between 
„ 4 I" 19 ^ ln W condltlon ' as we H as Id- 1950 coins in the same 
SS* 2?® oth ?r dealer had a bag of 1954 %d. in unc for which he 
wanted F$5 each! I declined the offer with much thanks. The best 
opportunity for obtaining coins I found in a small grocery & hardware 
shop on Taveuni Island, where I managed to pick up 6d. and i shilling 
ef c ? ldltlon at Prices ranging from 30 cents to 1 dollar 
each. These coins were held in two marmalade containers, and, although 
most were heavUy spotted or otherwise showed signs of wear, it was 
a f lnd ! ,f nd contributed in no small part to the expense of my 
holiday in Fiji. I later sold most of these coins to dealers in Europe. 
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From Fiji I left to Hawaii, where I arrived early in the morning. 
Despite the lure(s) of Waikiki Beach and Pearl Harbour, I soon felt 
the urge to explore for numismatic items. I visited four stores on the 
Island of Oahu during my two week stay there, as well as a coin store 
in the town of Lahaina on Maui. As I expected, the majority of the 
material offered was American, principally Morgan Silver Dollars in 
MS60 grade. These, after haggling, are sold in the range of "Coin 
World" advertised prices. One dealer, however, offered me two 
Melbourne proof sets, but unfortunately the Id. were tarnished, So I 
did not' take him up on his offer. 

Dealers in Los Angeles seemed to have cut back on stocks of foreign 
coins (except Canada and Mwxico). I bought most of my coins from 
Superior Coin Galleries...German States coins. 

The main purpose of my visit to Europe was, after meeting old 
friends, attending the Basle, Switzerland, International Coin Show, 
which was held January 29-31, 1993. The show is now well established 
at St.Jakob Stadium, a short tram or taxi ride from the main railway 
station. I paid Swiss fr. 150 (about A$150) for a 50% share in a table. 

Lamentably, the table space was very cramped. Even the full table 
space for me wouldn't have enabled me to show all the stock I took 
with me from Australia. This was definitely a turn for the worse, as 
previous Basle shows had much larger tables at a lower cost. Never¬ 
theless, on the first day, known as dealer's day, the show was in full 
swing. I met a lot of old acquaintances from Geneva, Zurich, Milan and 
other European cities, and sold all my better German stock within \ 
hour of opening. My Italian & other western European material proved 
almost as popular. 

The rest of the time business was much slower in sales volume, 
except for a two hour period Saturday morning. In fact, during that 
period an argument broke out between two rival customers of mine who 
wanted the same coin in one of my coin boxes. In these two days I sold 
most of my Pacific Islands coins. Australian proof coins and mint sets 
were, unfortunately, unsalaeble. These I left on consignment, thinking 
it not worthwhile to send them back to Australia. 

Besides some purchases for my Turkish and Portuguese coin collect¬ 
ions, I bought a German banknote catalogue by Pick/Rixen which was 
well researched, listing all major varieties in German banknotes post 
1871. also purchased were two Italian banknote catalogue, one Italian 
coin catalogue, two Polish and one Turkish coin catalogues and coin 
magazines from Germany, Italy and Spain. 

All in all I found my trip to be definitely worthwhile, covering 
the span including Clinton's inauguration, which I watched from a 
hotel room in Los Angeles, and the winter months in Europe. Milan in 
northern Italy was the most lucrative selling spot for me, especially 
for African, Asian and South American coins. Most importantly, I made 
many interesting contacts on the trip. 


Dr. William M. Patterson 

1922-1993 

We have received belated news of the death on 22 February 1993 of 
Dr. William M. Patterson of Davis Wharf, Va. Dr. Patterson was a 
connoisseur of ancient coins, who will be remembered for his gift of a 
magnificent group of Roman coins to the Va. Museum of Fine Arts. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy to his 
wife, Mrs. Alice Patterson, and their children and grandchildren. 


7 




THE CENTRAL AMERICA TREASURE 


In 1857 the quickest way to travel from San Francisco to New York 
was to go by fast steamer to Panama, cross the isthmus to Aspinwall 
(today's Colon) on the newly completed railroad, and then take the 
mail steamer from Aspinwall to New York. The mail steamers ILLINOIS 
and GEORGE LAW were considered crack ships, and both were cocmanded by 
naval officers on special assignment, the LAN's skipper being Commander 
William L. Herndon, U.S.N, a Virginian. In the summer of 1857 the 
GEORGE LAW'S name was changed to CENTRAL AMERICA, a move which sailor- 
men have always considered dreadfully unlucky. 

On September 3, 1857, the CENTRAL AMERICA sailed from Aspinwall with 
579 persons on board, 474 passengers and a crew of 105. Her cargo inc¬ 
luded about $1.5 million in gold, and contemporary accounts estimated 
that at least another half million dollars in gold was carried in the 
money belts and luggage of passengers, many of whom were miners return¬ 
ing east from the gold diggings in California. In 1857 the price of 
gold was $20.67 per ounce, and $2 million worth equalled about 3.3 tons 
avoirdupois. The ship made a brief stop at Havana, Cuba, leaving there 
on September 8 for New York. 

September is the height of the hurricane season, and the CENTRAL 
AMERICA was unlucky enough to run into one off Cape Hatteras. Despite 
the heroic efforts of both crew and passengers, she sank on Saturday, 
September 12. The loss of life totaled 427; there were only 152 
survivors, some of whom clung for days to bits of wreckage before 
being picked up by passing ships. CDR Herndon went down with his ship. 
The ship's cargo of gold also went down with her, as did most, if not 
all, of the gold carried by passengers. Those who tried to take their 
gold with them were dragged down to their death by the weight. Most 
simply left it in their cabins, while some flung it overboard. 

The disaster created quite a sensation at the time, and some 
historians have suggested that the loss of all that gold triggered the 
financial panic of 1857. It probably didn't. The panic had started in 
August several weeks before the CENTRAL AMERICA sailed, but the loss 
certainly aggravated the situation. Within a few years the whole 
affair, overshadowed by greater events that followed, was largely for¬ 
gotten. CDR Herndon's memory was honored by a monument which still 
stands on the grounds of the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, and the 
gold was considered lost beyond all hope of recovery. 

Advances in technology during the past twenty five years have 
radically changed things, developments in underwater detection gear and 
deep submergence vehicles have opened the seas to exploration at 
depths undreamed of just a few years back. The CENTRAL AMERICA with 
her cargo of gold became a prime objective, and in 1989 a group of 
treasure seekers called Columbus-America Discovery Group, Inc., after 
a six year search located the wreck lying 1\ miles beneath the surface. 
Using NEMO, a robot submersible of their own design, they brought up 
approximately a ton of the lost gold in the form of pristine coins 
from the San Francisco Mint plus a variety of ingots and California 
private issues. The value has been estimated to be as high as one 
billion dollars, much of which must be numismatic value. At $400 per 
ounce a ton of gold is worth approximately $11.7 million; while not a 
sum to be sneezed at, it's a far cry from a billion. 

Since remotest times there has been nothing like gold, even in 
fairly small quantities, to arouse human cupidity. Just imagine, then, 
the effect of a whole ton of the stuff. The successful searchers had 
scarcely made port before they found themselves the target of a barrage 
of lawsuits, with no less than five assorted groups claiming ownership 
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of all or a portion of the gold. Chief among the claimants is a group 
of twelve U.S. and British insurance companies which maintain that they 
paid large claims on the lost gold, and therefore own it. Having no 
company records of these transactions still on file, they based their 
case on newspaper accounts from 1857. The other litigants say that 
underwater surveys performed or financed by them enabled the Columbus 
America Group to locate the wreck. None of these parties issued any 
caveats while the search and recovery operations were in progress, 
they waited until the gold had been brought up, and are now bending 
every effort to mulct the finders out of their well deserved reward. 

Thorough press coverage of the proceedings has generated consider¬ 
able public interest (there's nothing like gold to catch the public's 
attention), and most of the public seem to be rooting for the finders. 
The general consensus appears to be that the whole performance is 
fueled by an unholy mixture of equal parts of unbridled greed and 
unmitigated gall. 

When the case was tried in 1990 in the U.S.District Court in Norfolk, 
Judge Richard B. Kellam decided in favor of the finders, awarding them 
all of the gold. On appeal, the 4th U.S.Circuit Court of Appeals revers¬ 
ed Judge Kellam's decision, and awarded the gold to the insurance comp- 
anys, with the provision that the finders deserved a share. 

At the end of June, 1993, the case was back in Judge Kellam's court 
for a division of the treasure. The testimony of some 70 witnesses was 
heard, and the judge informed the insurers that shares would be 
awarded only to the companies that could prove that they had insured 
portions of the CENTRAL AMERICA'S cargo. A decision is expected in 
September, which will no doubt trigger a new round of appeals. The 
finders have vowed to appeal if any part of the gold is awarded to the 
insurers, noting that, if the insurance companies prevail, it will 
seriously hamper, if not prevent, future salvage operations worldwide. 

This case will probably drag on for years, and there's no predicting 
the outcome. In the meantime, the gold reposes in a vault in Norfolk, 
and it's going to be quite a while before the numismatic conmunity 
gets even a glimpse of it. Further developments will be reported as 
they occur. 

* * * 

VNA bookkeeper sentenced 
to 15 -year term for embezzling 

VNA members who spotted the above headline in the RICHMOND TIMES 
DISPATCH back in June were, no doubt, quite startled. However, on 
reading the article they were relieved to learn 
(1) that the organization referred to was not our 
VNA, but the Virginia Nurses Association, and (2) 
that our own Keith Littlefield has NOT, repeat NOT, 
been thrown in the slanmer. After all,the Virginia 
Numismatic Association doesn't even have a book¬ 
keeper. Keith, our Secretary-Treasurer, has served 
with distinction since '87. Einbarking on graduate 
studies makes it necessary for him to give up the 
job, but, so far, we've found no replacement.Keith 
deserves time off for good behavior, so won't someone PLEASE step for¬ 
ward and take the job, it's not onerous, and a computer comes with it. 



9 






"CHILDHOOD IN JEFFERSON'S DAY" AT THE VIRGINIA DISCOVERY MUSEUM 

As reported in the May issue, the Virginia Discovery Museum in 
Charlottesville conducted a special program, "Childhood in Jefferson's 
Day , from April through July to mark the 250th anniversary of the 
birth of Thomas Jefferson. Numismatic activities were included, and 
the above photo, courtesy of Gimmer Plotnik, shows kids striking clay 
tokens from hand-made dies. On the wall can be seen a portion of the 
display of colonial coins mounted for the occasion by the Blue Ridge 
and Monticello Coin Clubs. Each child who attended also received an 
authentic British coin dating from the colonial era. 

The museum, located at the east end of Charlottesville's Downtown 
Mall, is open 10-5 Mon. through Sat., and 1-5 on Sundays. Admission 
fee is : children $2, adults $3 and seniors, $2. 



COINS, ETC. 


Jjgj 

Azalea Flea Market 



5209 Wilkerson Rd. 


l§i§^ 

Richmond, VA 23227 


Coins/Currency 


Jewelry 

Supplies 


Art Specialties 

Appraisals 

Greg & Norma 
(804) 222-6030 

Collectibles 
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Confederate States 
Paper Money 


ANOTHER NEW BOOK FROM KRAUSE 

CONFEDERATE STATES PAPER MONEY 

By Arlie R. Slabaugh 

Krause Publications, Book Department NR 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001 
' 128 pg, softcover, $12.95 plus $2.50 shipping, U.S. 

VISA and MasterCard customers can call toll free: (800) 258-0929 

Here's a new book on a subject that's dear to the hearts of many VNA 
members. The author is our old friend and fellow VNA member Arlie . 
Slabaugh, whose knowledge of his subject is encyclopedic, and who ex¬ 
presses himself with clarity and precision. ponffdfrate 

The new 8th edition of Arlie's classic reference work, CONFEDERATE 
STATES PAPER MONEY brings the latest price changes, more Poores, mo 
pages and a larger format than the previous edition. This book has 128 
Irages, 16 more than the 7th edition, and more than double the number in 
the 1st edition which appeared in 1958.^ ^ ^ 

"It could have been even larger and 
more detailed, but it should be 
understood that this catalog is int¬ 
ended primarily for the general read¬ 
er and collector rather than the 
specialist. Nevertheless, whether 
one is a novice or an advanced coll¬ 
ector or student of the Civil War, I 
believe those consulting this cat¬ 
alog will find things of interest 
not readily available elsewhere". 

The new edition has almost 150 
photos, and the new 6x9 inch form¬ 
at allows for larger photos of notes 
and related historical memorabilia. 

All values have been completely 
revised, with prices given for six 
grades: good, very good, fine, very 
fine, extra fine and uncirculated. 

The prices are retail values, ones 
you can expect to pay when buying 
from a dealer. Arlie notes that, 
"Buying prices will probably aver¬ 
age about 60% of the listed price. 
Rare notes and those that are pop¬ 
ular and in demand may realize near¬ 
ly full retail but worn notes, espec¬ 
ially of the more common kinds, may 

not realize 50%. . . . ,, Trar . 

Introductory material includes historical perspectives on the tot, 
and the South's economy in the mid-1800s, which are important aspects 

in collecting Confederate currency. Q 

Students of the Civil War, as well as collectors of Confederate 
currency, will want to add this book to their libraries. y 
dealers now have it in stock, or you can order it directly from Krause 
Publications, Iola Wisconsin. 



How the South Financed the Civil War 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 

s-is s-- sr 

bcnooi com Club after founder Jesse Martin moved to Pennsylvania. 

— - - 

F£" i^s^svs^^, 

how'a r- th the Blue Ridge and Shenandoah Valley Subs? will 

cr€^r?~« 

™"iT m “ t, ’ 1 >' “ 7i0 ° ™ “ «■ at «» 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdavs at the 

r^vrr ~ is» 

in August Jerry Taub gave an excellenta talk on Civil War Tokens. 

t^S^S'cSSr at M™"** ° f ^ ^ 10 RO ° m B ° f 

SHEN^AH VALLEV COIN CUffi. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
7*30 PM ThP Swi ^ er Bld 9" Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Ctr at 
the World 1 s <SZS £"* &ociapa 9 lia on 

»» ££S pr09r "- r ' ,r “ 1 ’- 

Ske^riqht^MotS^H*f tS on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Ke Wiight Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7-30 PM nn fho w 

clCb heard ftalk ” ar ^ em ° r ^ 1 Museum in Newport News. In July^he 
b heard a talk by Duane McSmith. The new VPCC Secretary-Treasurer 

style^with n 13 ^ al " tainln 9 the quality of their newsletter in fine 

also established^a^id'board?" “ * MC ° inS Wanted " COlUmn ' ^ have 

™K~ ?? 

Checks . The society does not meet in July and August. 

S 5? 
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LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCCS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 





ANA 

119 1/2 West Main Street 

VNA 

P. 0. Box 553 

NGC 

. Charlottesville. VA 22903 


(804) 979-9172 


Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 















SHOW CALENDAR 


Sep.10-12 

McLEAN, VA 

WESTPARK HOTEL 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Sep.19 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Rd. 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Sep.24-26 

Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn. 1-75, Exit 1 

BLUE RIDGE 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Oct.24 

Baltimore MD 

Victory Villa Conm. Ctr. 

BALTIMORE ASSOCIATED 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Oct.30-31 

Vienna, VA. 

Conmunity Center 

NORTHERN VA COIN 

CLUB SHOW 

Nov.5-7 

Baltimore MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON- 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 

Nov.13-14 

LaVale, MD 

Fire Hall, 423 Nat. Hway 

WESTERN MARYLAND 

COIN CLUB SHOW 

Dec.3-5 

New Carrollton, MD 

Sheraton Inn 

CRAB STATE COIN & 
STAMP EXPO. 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED to facilitate my research: Va. Business Directories & Dun &/or 

Bradstreet Commercial Reports prior to 1900. HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 

Keith Littlefield/ 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003 . (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _____ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

10*,20*,25$,30*,504:,60$,704: & 80*. UNC, postpaid. $20.90 (includes Va. 
tax). To order by phone, call (804) 796-7954. 

Dorsey A. Hovard, P.0. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418 -. 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 
THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012_ ___— 

WANTED: Encased coins from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial He ights, VA 23834- 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kenne saw, GA 30144 


ocuu i\vjan.c:o , j - — * — • -- .?- ■ —-—- 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '92 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50* each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Souvenir Yorktown, Va.1981 flat wood,$1.50 ea, 2 for $2.50 


wo neeuKu. „„ 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-168 4; (804) 220-2011 _.— 
WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 
Send description and price to: 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Windi ng Way, Lancaster, PA 17602 -- 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 ___ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 
July 4, 1976. Paying $3 to $3.50 each for uncirculated, less for 
circulated. Write to: 

David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, V A 22931 ___ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 - 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 
Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia — 
VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: send me your want list for 
very competitive guotes. Merv Reynolds, Va. Peninsula Coin Club 

PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 ______ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 
Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _. 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / ( 703) 297-5898 

VNA members, send your free ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 
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212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 


PHONE (804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 



THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 















Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Mends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English • Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

£ 


CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

$45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 
$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 


Catalogues by Subscription Only 


Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


l|.’M. Si ml lie&(' o.. , Iih* 

Vf * Established I MO 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 

















MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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comwewi.s 


second year 


"There's no doubt in my mind that 
NUMISMATIC NEWS delivers the news first. 
Nine times out of ten, I find an important story 
first in NUMISMATIC NEWS. I've been a reader 
for 20 years. I subscribe to NUMISMATIC 
NEWS because it's the best publication in the 
field. 

Robert Foppiano, Missouri 


(] Numismatic News delivers 
the news first 


Being first every time is hard; but 
nine out of ten isn't bad. That’s why 
NUMISMATIC NEWS should be your 
complete hobby weekly. 

In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can 

count on the latest news first; the 
hobby’s most respected value guide, 
"Coin Market;” the field’s only fu4P 
time Washington Bureau to keep you 
on top of vital Mint news; the hobby’s 
most experienced staff; trustworthy 
advertisers who deliver what they 
promise; and the coin industry’s most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a 
special bonus, you’ll receive a FREE 
classified ad every week as a 
subscriber. That’s a s 260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your 
subscription several times over. 


Address 


700 E. State Street 
lola, Wl 54990 


(to Numismatic Nows) 


□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Credit Card No._ 

Expires: Mo._Yr._ 

Signature- 


Phone No 


Mail vwth payment to: Numismatic News, Circulation Dept 
700 E. State St, Ida, Wl 54990 QNZ 


numismatic n&Wf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ W%m WW m 


□ YES! Sign me up for NUMISMATIC NEWS! □ Check or Money order 
20 issues. jUSt 5 9 95 

Payable in U.S. funds. Write for foreign rates. 

Name 


State 
































ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

»/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. # 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents^ 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

TIRGIHIA 

HUM1SMATIST 

Volume 29, No.6 
November 1993 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 


IN THIS ISSUE 


Editor*s Notes. 2 

Centr.Va. C&J Exch. 3 

Convention Report.4 

BSA Jamboree *93.7 

Membership Applications.... 8 

R-P Toll Scrip. 9 

1913 Nickel.11 

Club News.12 

Show Calendar.14 

Money $tore.15 



















NOTES FROM TOE EDITOR 


What a great year this has been for THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST! As of 
early October, no less than TEN VNA members have sent in a total of 14 
articles for publication. I'd like to express my gratitude by recoq- 
nizing each of these contributors. 

Veac h of Vienna heads the list with five articles on the 
Virginia Halfpenny, which probably sets a record. Dick Coltrane of 
Newport News sent one on Nabatean Coins, and this issue has articles 
by George Cuhaj of Long Island, NY,on the Boy Scout Jamboree, and by 
Dorsey Howard of Chesterfield on the Richmond-Petersburg Toll Scrip 
Terry Hess of Clemmons, NC,sent a book report, while Gimmer Plotnik 
gave us a report of the Thomas Jefferson observance at the Virqinia 
Discovery Museum. Paul Neumann of Sydney, Australia,reported on his 
adventures as an amateur dealer, and Jerry Schmidt of Richmond did an 
article on Russian coins. Articles to be published in '94 include a 
numismatic query from Robert Huisman of Manassas, and a splendid 
article on Indian Princess Pocahontas by R.Thad Taylor of West Holly¬ 
wood, CA, a new member. Warmest thanks to each of these contributors, 
it s truly gratifying to have so much nice material to work with;it's 
also gratifying to note the wide diversity of places where VNA has 
members. 

The October issue of THE NUMISMATIST has just arrived, and it's 
full of interesting stuff. Some of the more observant among you may 
have noted that in the article on Nabatean coins in our July issue, 
one of the coin illustrations was upside down. This was probably the 
work of gremlins in the printing plant, but VNA is not alone in beinq 
plagued by such glitches; there's a prime one on page 1471 of the 
October NUMISMATIST. There's also a very fine article by Thomas H. 
Sebrmg on CAPTAIN HERNDON AND THE CENTRAL AMERICA MEDAL. His research 
goes far beyond mine, but, just the same. I'll pick one small nit reg- 
ardmg Herndon s rank. He bore the courtesy title of Captain, as do 
Tcmiro ° command ships, but his naval rank, shown in the U.S.NAVY REG¬ 
ISTER for 1857, was Commander. This does not,however, detract in the 
least from a really fine piece of writing. There's also an illustration 
on page 1444 of a silver medal by George Cuhaj; I hope that George will 
favor us with an article on that phase of his numismatic activity. 

With best wishes for a Joyous Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous 
New Year,1994. 


Jim R. 


* LUES ARE DDE * IXJES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE * 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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MEET OUR ADVERTISERS. 9 

THE CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN AND JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


Coin dealers are a very special group of people; how would we man 
aqe to collect without than? The dealers who advertise in this magaz¬ 
ine are an extra special group, for it is their support that enables 
VNA to publish THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST six times per year. Through 
this series of short profiles VNA seeks both to thank them and to make 

them better known to our members. . .. 

Our subject this time is Larry Engle, the president of the Central 
Virqinia Coin and Jewelry Exchange in Charlottesville. Larry, a native 
of New York, started collecting coins at the age of twelve, and became 
dealer at age thirteen. He still fondly remembers his first big deal, 
when he and a friend went partners in purchasing a bag of BU silver 
dollars. His stake of $2500, borrowed fron his father, was soon recou 
ped as he sold off the coins by the roll, and realized a nice pro 1 . 
After that there was no stopping him. In 1971 he went to work for 
Capitol Coins in New York. He joined the Jules Carp firm, also in New 
York, in 1975, and eventually headed their U.S. coin department. 



Larry Engle 


In the late '70s he moved to 
California, where he was employed 
by Continental Coins. 

On becoming a full time dealer 
he ceased to be a collector, feel¬ 
ing that a dealer should not be 
in competition with his customers. 

In 1983 Larry moved east to 
Charlottesville and opened his own 
shop in the Hardware Store Complex. 
He moved to his present location 
on West Main Street in 1988. 

The Central Virginia Coin and 
Jewelry Exchange carries a wide 
range of U.S. and foreign coins 
and paper money. Larry also deals 
in postage stamps, gold and silver 
bullion, estate and costume jewel¬ 
ry and vintage watches. 

Larry is not heavily involved 
in the show circuit; he has a 
table at two or three shows a year, 
one of them usually being the 
Shenandoah Valley Show in 
Waynesboro. 


Larry issues no regular price lists, but is always happy to fill 
orders for clients who write or call. If you're looking for something 
in particular, write to him at P.0. Box 553, Charlottesville, VA 22903, 
or call him at (804) 979-9172. You can also reach him by FAX at 
(804) 979-GOLD. 

If you're from the Charlottesville area, or if you’re not, and 
happen to be passing through,you'd better drop in at 119% West Main St. 
and pay the Central Virginia Coin and Jewelry Exchange a visit.The 
shop is open from 10:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday through Saturday, and 
you'll probably find that Larry Engle has some items that you simply 
can't live without. 
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VNA's 35th ANNUAL CONVENTION 


C °" ve " tl ° ns . are always enjoyable, and our 35th was no exception. 
Despite the last minute scheduling of a major show in New Jersey on 

h»5 aI j Ur f ' mOS ^ of . our fai thful dealers and members were on hand. We 
a m„irJ ealerS offering a great selection of material, and many of us 
acquired prize items we'd been seeking for years. 

Total attendance was about 350. Loyal members George and Wilma Sandv 
came from California, and Les Winners of Miss., Doug Ball of N.Y. and * 

f^iTv Sr 5 " 611 ° f „ Fla - were also there.Three generations of the Hannah 
nlLT?t-/oung Forrest Hannah observed events from his stro- 

ii fronf or d ^ y I? 1 K, dad ' BU1 Hannah ' while grandpa Frank,moving from 
Th k ° f the tables to behind one, made his debut as a dealer. 

liens? ^ lstratl on desk was once again managed by Marge Beard with her 
tell Hi™?pr nC ^n ? was assisted by Jim Beard, Bob and Myrt New and 
Dell HBymaker. Dell has discarded her wheelchair, and now gets around 

1 Wlth 3 Cane ‘ ™ A dee P 1 y appreciates their fine service. 
r.™ \ S °- thankS columnist Ji "™y Packard for the nice writeups of our 

convention in two of his Sunday columns in the RICHMOND TIMES DISPATCH. 

Anderson of Krause Publications came on Sunday for his 3rd 

° f the W ? ekend ' and We thank i^th him and Krause Publications for 
the free samples they provided for us to give out. 

Saturday evening the Rag Pickers gathered for their annual meetinq, 
exchanging tales of fabulous "lucky strikes" back in the old days. The 

nnnnf ls Wen ^. to 1x51:311 Ross for his account of the chance purchase at a 
fn ^ ry auct i° n sale of a locked trunk, which, when opened, was found 
to be crammed with thousands of Georgia obsolete banknotes, 
c*™*® year we held an awards breakfast Sunday morning in lieu of a 

efd H da ^ n ^ ght ban< ? uet * Ifc was a ver y pleasant affair, and, for once, 
we didn t have a single complaint about undercooked string beans. Les 

to n , n n S ,r S1 l Gd OVe " the event ' and after ful1 J^ice had been done 
to all the goodies, he presented the following awards: 


OUTSTANDING AWARDS 

Dr. Doug Ball. Confederate Warrants and Drafts 
Chris Braniff. Columbus and U.S. Coins & Currency 
Jim Ruehrmund. Virginia $1 Note Varieties of 1862 


CHARLES AFFLECK AWARD 

Les Winners. Paper Money Collecting "Sometimes' 


BEST OF SHOW 

Bob New. The Waitangi Treaty and Crown 

Following the exhibit awards, Keith Littlefield was presented with 
a plaque to honor his distinguished service as VNA Secretary-Treasurer 
since 1987, and another was presented in absentia to Jesse Martin in 
recognition of his services to the hobby through sponsorship of the 
Thomas Jefferson High School Coin Club. In addition, Past President 
plaques were presented to Jim Harvey and Jim Beard. On completion of 
the awards, the following new officers were installed by Les Winners: 
President, Steve Bennett, First Vice President Jim Beard, Second Vice 
President Jim Ruehrmund, Secretary-Treasurer Keith Littlefield, and 
directors Lou Doucet, Ray Haymaker, Myrt New and Merv Reynolds. 

The site of our 1994 Convention and show has not yet been selected. 
Information will be published as soon as it becomes available. 

The editor has a new and very smart camera, hence more pictures 
this year. Do you see yourself in any of them? 
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COIN COLLECTING AT THE 1993 NATIONAL SCOUT JAMBOREE 

By George S. Cuhaj 

Scouts attending the 13th National Scout Jamboree at Fort A.P.Hill, 
Bowling Green, Va. were exposed to an enthusiastic staff of coin 
collectors promoting the hobby and the scout merit badge. 

The Coin Collecting Merit Badge has been available to scouts since 
1935. Since 1973, the once-every-four-years National Scout Jamboree has 
had a special exhibit area for the participants to meet specialists in 
the various merit badge topics. Under the partial sponsorship of the 
ANA, members Larry Baber, George Cuhaj, J.R. Lutten, Jr. and Debbie 
Thibeault, joined by juniors Geoffrey Allred and Thornton Ridder,mann¬ 
ed an exhibition booth, explained displays of U.S. coins and scouting 
collectables, and fielded questions during the August 4-10 event. 

Joining nearly 60 other groups sponsoring a Merit Badge Midway Booth, 
on topics such as space exploration, auto mechanics, textiles,woodcarv¬ 
ing and many others, the coin collecting displays focused on U.S. 
silver and copper type coins, Colonial, Confederate and Federal paper 
money (both large and small size); in addition to ancient, medieval and 
foreign coins. An additional display area included scouting tokens and 
medals issued since 1910 and tributes to movement founder Baden-Powell. 
In the course of the eight days of operation, over 6000 folks stopped 
by to look and learn a bit about coin collecting. 

Scouts interested in U.S. coins were presented a copy of the ANA 
Coin Collecting Booklet. COIN WORLD contributed nearly 900 copies of 
their 1993 GUIDE TO UNITED STATES COINS, which were distributed free 
to those with a more-than -passing interest in the displays. In addit¬ 
ion, a "treasure chest" of over 3000 foreign coins provided courtesy 
the Virginia Numismatic Association, Stacks, J.R. Lutton and George 
Cuhaj were available for the taking , and scouts were able to look 
them up in the STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD COINS (provided by Krause 
Publications) and learn where their new acquisitions were from. COIN 
WORLD also sponsored a drawing for three of their titles which were 


La»ry Baber fields scout's questions at the Jamboree 










won by lucky scouts from Virginia, Ohio and California. 

Numismatic items issued at the Jamboree include an official medal, 
and many council, troop and personal issues of wooden nickels and 
plastic tokens. A major addition was the issue this year of two groups 
of "POGS" (Hawaiian Milk Bottle Covers). Scouts use the wooden nickels, 
pogs and tokens as friendship traders with other scouts they meet. 
Patches, however, have remained the scouts' favorite collectable. 



Thornton Ridder & Debby Thibeault take a break 
during a hectic week 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following applicants will become members of the Virginia Numis¬ 
matic Association 20 days after the mailing of this notice unless ob¬ 
jections are received, in which case the VNA Board will decide 


Applicant Sponsor 

Christopher J.P. Braniff, Blacksburg,South Carolina.Jim Beard 

Carlo Doman, Reston, Virginia (Jr. Member).Ray Haymaker 

Jay H. Fauver, Charles Town, West Virginia.Bob New 

Jeffery S. Greer, Charlottesville, Virginia..Steve Bennett 

Forrest W. Hannah, Yorktown, Virginia (Jr. Member).Bill Hannah 

Jason Hess, Clenmons, North Carolina (Jr. Member).Terry Hess 

R. Kinter McClelland, New Market, Virginia.Frank Hannah 

Maeghan M. McClelland, New Market, Virginia (Jr. Member)..Frank Hannah 

William B. Mills, Annandale, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Charles L. Payor, Williamsburg, Virginia.Merv Reynolds 

Stephen R. Potter, Falls Church, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Dr. Muren Sakarya, Vienna, Virginia.Dell Haymaker 

Robert C. Steffen, Reston, Virginia.Ray Haymaker 

R. Thad Taylor, West Hollywood, California.Keith Littlefield 

Gary Wheatly, Virginia Beach, Virginia.Lou Doucet 

James B. Wills, Naples, Florida. Jim Beard 
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RICHMOND PETERSBURG TURNPIKE SCRIP 

by Dorsey A. Howard 


The winter of 1958 was quite memorable for me. I had my driver's 
license, and was proud to be driving my father's car from my home town 
in Hopewell, Va. to Richmond for the Central District High School 
Basketball Tournament at the Richmond Arena. This was the first year I 
could drive alone without my father sitting in the front seat beside 
me. To add to the excitement, a new highway had been completed and 
could be driven up to the Maury Street exit, where it temporarily 
ended awaiting the completion of the James River Bridge. No tolls were 
collected because the highway was not officially open...that was the 
good news. The bad news was that no snow removal services were avail¬ 
able due to the not-yet-officially-open status, and there was a lot of 
snow that winter. We loved the new "short cut" to Richmond which by¬ 
passed the congestion and traffic lights on old U.S. Rts. 1-301 
(Jefferson Davis Highway). I can clearly recall the sound of the crun¬ 
ching of the ice and snow under the car tires and the swerving by the 
tires getting caught in solidly re-frozen old tire ruts on the untreat¬ 
ed road surface as we followed the bus carrying the team. Life was so 
simple back then. No one feared being arrested for traveling on an un¬ 
opened highway, everyone simply used the road "at your own risk". 

It wasn't long before the highway was completed with the installat¬ 
ion of lights at the toll booths and the completion of the bridge 
across the James River at Richmond. The newly completed highway was 
opened on June 30, 1958, and designated the Richmond-Petersburg Turn¬ 
pike, a privately owned and financed "super highway", which predated 
the completion of the Interstate Highway System by several years. 
Eventually the highway was to be connected at its north and south ends 
with the publicly financed portions of the Interstate System, becoming 
part of Interstate 95, which runs the entire length of the east coast 
from Maine to Florida. 

Years later, residents of the Richmond area, when traveling out of 
the state would be greeted with, "Oh yes, I know where you live.That's 
where you have to pay all those tolls to get through your city". Def¬ 
ending or even explaining the tolls was futile. Occasional letters 
from irate tourists to the editors of the Richmond newspapers often 
referred to our area as the "toll capitol of the country".Quite frank¬ 
ly, the perception that we in central Virginia used tolls collected 
from out of state tourists to pay for our highway system was somewhat 
embarrassing and not entirely accurate. Those of us from the Richmond 
area who traveled the turnpike many thousands of times over the years 
undoubtedly paid more than our fair share of the highway cost and 
saved the taxpayers in other regions of Virginia from having to pay 
for our highways with their taxes. In addition, the toll road employed 
hundreds of people as toll collectors and administrative workers, 
adding much in the way of payroll to the local economy. Yet in spite 
of the positive points to the toll road's existence, few people were 
truly sad to see the tolls removed when the highway became toll free 
on July 1, 1992. I imagine that most people actually rejoiced at being 
able to travel through the Richmond area without having to stop every 
few miles to pay a toll. This was a special relief during the peak 
travel months and holidays when traffic used to be routinely backed up 
for miles at the toll plazas. 

In June, 1992, I was granted an interview by Donald T. Perkins, 
Director and Comptroller of the Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Authority, 
Virginia Department of Transportation. Having read that the tolls 
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would end after July 1, I was anxious to learn all I could about the 
commuter tickets and toll scrip which had been issued over the years. 
Mr. Perkins advised that he had been with the toll road administration 
since the facility opened in 1958. He smilingly reminded me that our 
use of the road before it had been officially opened 34 years earlier 
had indeed been unlawful. Since he had been there from the beginning, 

I was totally convinced that he knew what he was talking about.Accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Perkins, the initial tolls in 1958, from end to end of the 
road, were 70$. In 1973 the private turnpike was taken over by the 
Ctommonwealth of Virginia, and the tolls ultimately increased to $1.50. 
Tolls were collected at three main toll plazas, located at Colonial 
Heights, Falling Creek in Chesterfield County and at Belvedere Street 
m Richmond. Smaller toll booths and exact change machines were 
located at interchanges between the major plazas. In the final years 
of operation the toll road handled an average of 46,000 vehicles per 
day. Total toll collections over the 34 years were around $550 million. 
The origins 1 cost of the privately built road had been recovered by 
1973. Tolls continued to be collected for 19 more years, paying for 
$103 million in improvements to the original road, and $134 million 
for new highways in the Richmond region. 

I asked Mr. Perkins about the various types of toll tickets and 
scrip that had been issued, and he showed me his personal collection 
of books of toll tickets which he had purchase at the time of issue. 

For the reader who might not be familiar with the toll tickets used by 
local commuters in the Richmond area, books of 50 tickets were avail¬ 
able at $4 per book. Each ticket cost 8$, and was valid for passage 
through any toll collection point. The tickets could only be used for 
tolls, and were non-refundable. No denomination was printed on the 
tickets, which would enable the authority, if necessary, to raise the 
price of a book without having to reprint the tickets. The color of 
the tickets and the book cover alternated between green and pink, the 
final issue being pink. Books of commuter tickets are common in the 
Richmond area, many nostalgic commuters having put aside a few unused 
or partially used books to show to their grandchildren. 



Much less common, and almost unknown to most local residents,was 
the Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike scrip, which was true scrip in denom¬ 
inations of 10$, 20$, 25$, 30$, 50$, 60$, 70$ and 80$. All denominati¬ 
ons are of identical design, with the seal of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and the Turnpike Authority logo on the obverse, and the value 
over a background of turnpike logos on the reverse. Each denomination 
has its own distinct color: 10$-gray, 20$-brown, 25$-blue, 30$-green, 
50$-pink, 60$-custard, 70$-purple and 80$-yellow. The notes measure 
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about 4 inches by lh inches, and each one bears the printed signature ^ 
of Mr. Perkins. The scrip was worth its face value as cash on the 
pike. Most of it was sold to fleet operators, who, it appears, did not 
purchase sets, but only the denominations they routinely used. 



On learning of the impending end of the tolls, I purchased a small 
quality " the remaining scrip in complete sets of eight “nations. 
Following the removal of the tolls and the closing of the Turnpike Auth¬ 
ority, I telephoned Mr. Perkins, who told me that all unsold scrip h 
been destroyed and that none remained. I originally purchased 50 
complete sets, and have 25 sets remaining. Anyone wishing to acquire 
these colorful, interesting and probably scarce sets of Richmon 
Petersburg Turnpike scrip should write or cal1 ' 

Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418; Teleph. (804) 796-7954. The 
price is $20.00 per set postpaid. Virginia residents please add 4-#. 

(90$) per set sales tax. 


$10,000 REWARD FOR A RARE NICKEL 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays at the 
Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd.,Alexandria,Va. In Sept, they 
held a bourse night, followed by an auction sale. 


BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 


KENT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 2nd. Thursdays in rxn.120. 
Science & Technology Ctr.of the Delaware Tech. & Comm.College,in Dover. 


MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. In September the reg- 
.quarterly auction was held, and in October they held a Second 
Hobbies Night. The RCC Annual Banquet will be held Tues, Dec.7 at Extra 
Billy s Restaurant, 5205 W. Broad St. in Richmond. Visitors are 
welcome, and reservations are NOT required. Order from the menu and 
pay your own check. Come and join in the fun and fellowship. 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 


in Room B of 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
viHe at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr, at 7:30 PM. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 


VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In September 
John Gearhart talked on silver dollars, and they watched the ANA video 
of the 1993 convention. In October they held Second Hobbies Night. 
Congratulations again to the VPCC on their great newsletter. 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, 


Meets at the Washington Congregational 
N.W.,Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 


BRASS 


glass country kitchen linens 

Something for Everyone 


DELRA YS _ Antiques, Colle ctibles & Crafts 

Shop at Lee's Emporium - Moneta 

At home by Appointment. 


2 mi. past State Park, off Rt 626 on 1301 


Dell & Ray Haymaker 
115 Gross Point Drive 
Huddleston, VA 24104 


Phone: (703) 297-5898 
VA Tax ID 001-14070117 
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LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 

U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


Nov.13-14 

LaVale, MD 

Fire Hall, 423 Nat. Hway 

WESTERN MARYLAND 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Nov.20-21 

Raleigh, NC 

Quality Inn, Mission Valley 

CAROLINA COIN AND 
STAMP SHOW 

Nov.28 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn. York Road 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Dec.3-5 

New Carrollton, MD 

Sheraton Inn 

CRAB STATE COIN & 
STAMP EXPO. 

Dec. 5 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

NUMISMANIA COIN 
SHOW 

Dec.19 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Dec.26 

Chattanooga, TN 

Ramada Inn, Hwy.41 

COIN & COLLECTORS 
SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED to facilitate my research: Va. Business Directories & Dun &/or 

Bradstreet Commercial Reports prior to 1900. HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 

Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier/ 80 S. Main St., Manheim/ PA 17545 _ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

10*,20*,25*,30*,50*,60*,70* & 80*. UNC, postpaid. $20.90 (includes Va. 
tax). To order by phone, call (804) 796-7954. 

Dorsey A. Howard, P.0. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418 _ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 

THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012_ 

WANTED: Encased coins from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834_ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144_ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '92 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50* each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Souvenir Yorktown, Va.1981 flat wood,$1.50 ea, 2 for $2.50 

No SASE needed. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

Send description and price to: 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602_ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 
J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428_ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 
July 4, 1976. Paying $3 to $3.50 each for uncirculated, less for 
circulated. Write to: 

David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901_ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 
Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: send me your want list for 

very competitive quotes. Merv Reynolds, Va. Peninsula Coin Club 
PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324_ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 
Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 
Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630_ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA members, send your free ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 
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212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 


THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 
















Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 


Contact Diana Herzog 


Friends of Financial History 


GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 


The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 


• Mail Auction items in every issue 


Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 



NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 


CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 


Catalogues by Subscription Only 545 >" u 5 ■ CANADA F1RST CLASS MA1L 


S55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


R^M.jSmythe&('o.dnc. 

FstnhlishpfJ IXM() 


Established 1XX0 


26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 










MERCURV PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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The Baptism of Pocahontas by John G. Chapman 
Engraved by Charles Burt 
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upport for the hobby from 

UMISMATIC NEWS 


■Mm 



£REE COIN SHOW LISTINGS: 

Only NUMISMATIC NEWS provides free weekly 
istings of coin shows, because we know how 
important shows are to the hobby. Ours is the 
5argest and most thorough listing of shows 
anywhere! 

Enthusiastic collectors, dealers, clubs and show 
promoters avoid show conflicts and plan their travel 
with this user-friendly directory. 

Here’s what one reader had to say: “Thank you 
for supporting the collector by continuing to publish the 
coin show schedule at no cost to coin clubs. To charge a fee for this 
service could be cost prohibitive to small clubs which sponsor coin 
shows and would deprive collectors from the information." 

- Michael M. Greenspan, Newark, NJ. - 
That’s not all! Twice a year our free Show & Auction Guide delivers valuable 
long-range planning information, up to a year in 
advance, in a handy pullout format. 

NUMISMATIC NEWS is ready and willing 
to spread the word about your show. We 
sincerely encourage free show listings as 
one more way to help the hobby. 

, Thousands of active hobbyists benefit 
from the service. Plus, subscribers also 
receive a free yearly club guide. Joining 
a club is an excellent way to learn more 
about your collecting specialty. 

Be sure you don't miss a single issue. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 

Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 



numismatic n&Wf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ WW W 


700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 








ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

ft Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

1/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed.' 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents^ 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

NUMISMATIST 


Volume 30, No.l 
January 1993 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

, "^h*^. issue . we start Volume No. 30 of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 

1,t ? Si* th » tl °* 

° f ° nly two issues ' ^tober and 

uecCTiber.In all of the following years the magazine has been published 
1981. 2£ Ss's^i^r l 

Ohis iss^if^eSftS^^^rfirX Ssu^his“n“u 
BoS5SS: Stam 


K? y f* 11 ^ 0 " ^ the news and inform- 
ation that it is able to convey to its readers in its 

?!T, f n 1 !’ e commercial papers and magazines are able 
to employ full time reporters and writers to obtain news, 

seldSThave rh d r ri H S articles - Organizations such as ours 
foreTn^a the funda °r facilities to do this, and there¬ 
in *, fc depend on their members and chosen officials,all 
of whom serve without remuneration. 

^°l 1 /^ eiVe - a I? i3SUe of th * s Plication that does not 
as interesting as it should be, ask yourself if 
you have done anything to help. THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 
belongs to you, the member clubs and individual members, 

regui tS i SUCCeSS depends on you - ^ us hear from you 


Hiram L. Bowers, Editor 

^iLTm^VfV® true t0day as they were "hen he wrote them, 
inn in 1 ? I ? gr ? teful for a11 of the fine articles that have been com¬ 
ing m lately, I could do with more news. If you come across anv tid 

nlef«=« f ne " s . 3bout W® manbers, local clubs or the hobby in general 
£ s f s f” d them to me. With notices of shows and other events don't 
IZtl 5°f lead YOU w111 ' 1 hope, receive this issue a^d the 

J mst J r 17 ' The copy was sent to the printer in mid-November, 

• com P osln 9 was done in October. Please keeD that in 

mind, and, as Hiram B. said, "Lets hear frcm you r^lSy" 


Jim R. 


* IXJES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE * DUES ARE DUE * 


Junior Member. 

Regular Member. 

Club or Organization 


.$ 2.00 

.$7.00 

$ 10.00 


PL ^ono TO: Keith Li ttlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
Jyuz Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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ODDS & ENDS 


COINS & STAMPS FOR HOSPITALIZED VETS. 

The November issue of THE RETIRED OFFICER magazine carried an 
appeal for donations of coins, stamps and collecting materials for 
disabled, hospitalized and homebound veterans participating in the 
Veterans Affairs Stamp and Coin Club of Tucson, Arizona. This sounds 
like a very worthy enterprise. As long as we are helping young coll 
ectors, we should help these old ones as well. Send your contributions 
to: Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Veterans Stamp and Coin Club 
(678/135), Tucson, AZ. * * * 

BASEBALL CARDS AGAIN! 

Some months ago an editorial denouncing baseball cards appeared 
in this magazine. In it the editor said that he would start to worry 
about the future of numismatics if a major museum opened a gallery 
devoted to sports cards. He had the Smithsonian or the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts in mind. Neither of those institutions has ma e 
such a move, but Richmond's Valentine Museum has. They now have a 
display of old baseball cards, the kind that used to come in cigar¬ 
ette packages. The tie-in is, of course, Richmond's tobacco industry, 
but it's a little sad to find that the museum devoted to Richmond s 
history totally ignores the rich variety of paper currency issued and 
used in the city during the 19th century. Whether or not they even own 
any such material is uncertain, but if they do, they don t display it. 

It is, however, a vital part of Richmond's history, and deserves far 
more attention than it gets. 

* * * 

HAWN'S NICKEL SOLD 

The 1913 Liberty Head nickel owned by Reed Hawn of Austin, Texas, 
has been sold at auction by Stacks of New York for a record price of 
$875,000. Even after taxes, Mr. Hawn has done very well with this coi 
since he purchased it in 1985 for $385,000. Meanwhile, there have been 
no reports of persons stepping forward to claim the $10,000 reward 
offered jointly by Hawn and the ANA for the discovery of the missing 
1913 nickel. There is conjecture that dealer George Walton, who rep¬ 
ortedly owned the coin, had sold it prior to his fatal traffic acci¬ 
dent back in 1962. If that happened the present owner can pick up an 
easy ten thou by claiming the reward. If, on the other hand, the coin 
was picked up by someone at the scene of Walton's wreck, it proba y 
won't surface anytime soon. It may have passed through several hands 
since '62, and the present holder, lacking a clear title, is unlikely 

to come forward, even for $10,000. 

* * * 

NATIONAL COIN WEEK 1994 

National coin Week, to be celebrated this year from April 17th to 
the 23rd,will feature as its theme "the World's Largest Treasure Hunt . 
Plans call for clubs, collectors and dealers to drop unusual coins and 
currency into circulation on April 17 for the public to find.Suggested 
items are wheat and indian cents, buffalo nickels, silver certificates, 
etc. The ANA will coordinate national and local publicity for the pro¬ 
ject designed to increase public interest in coin collecting, for more 
information on this event, contact the ANA Education Department, 818 
North Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279. 
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INFORMATION wanted 


by Robert Huisman 


Fellow VNA Members, 

^ lnt ° a , llttle P r °blem, and I am turning to you, my fellow 
“®^! ®'„ r f ° r . some ^P- Ifc involves a gold coin that has been referred 
to as a Iouisiana Quarter" or "Louisiana Gold". 

hoAf ell ° W ?? l0yee approached me with this "coin" and a story about 
A^- ln u° P° ssesslon of it- It seems that his grandmother teund 
th ® coln f n her dresser drawer and gave it to him. She doesn't retr¬ 
ofit Tth ln9 vi b °l! t ib J so he TOS trying to track down the history 
farfvery^ittle ** 3 rel3tively simple ^o 

n„ m L^!f. able bo locate a sister coin ("Louisiana Half Dollar") in the 
aw*T i SeC ^° n ° f the ^thsonian American History Museum. I was 
ate the lOOte A- thSSe tW ° " den °minations" were minted to conmemor- 

St 2Sli < i?i904 TS 17 ^ A iSi3na Purchase ' ^ich was held in 
in OrieL^/, • 6Ven so f °rtunate as to locate a coin dealer 
n New Orleans (during a recent business trip) who had a "half dollar" 

er S ^s Y St 1 able C ^ t TA lder 1 - eSigned t0 display toth coins. The deal- 
althnnrrh *w 1@ ** shed any light on the origin or mintage numbers, 
although there was a price tag of $450 on his specimen! 

I sought the help of my local dealer, who is a good investiaator in 
and rA? ht - A 1UCk! 116 113(3 never seen this type of rclntefore! 
SuJd Sd'thaf ^ ^ WaS probably the Product of some local Tnil 
The other twn m' 1S sp f? lmen ls in excellent condition (uncirculated). 
At-hAA ? S mentioned above were less than mint state; the 

aiuthsonian example was pretty worn, much to my surprise. 

ass A at, A"A "f pe 5 Ully the staff or a «y of the members of our 

too^is that It iAot a 4— on this mystery. What I do 

mow is that it is not an official com of the United States, and that 

it is some kind of commemorative associated with the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition of 1904. What I'd like to knowis whomlnted them 
and how many of each "denomination" were minted. A little information 
on their current value would also be appreciated. information 



thinnor 3 drawin 9 of the coin for your scrutiny. It is much 

thinner than the silver 3<t piece. This specimen containsseveral die 
cracks as testimony to its depth. several die 

Ed. Note: If you have any information on these pieces, please write to: 

. obert Huisman, 9808 Fairmont Ave., Manassas, VA 22110 
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THE GENESIS OF THE INDIAN PRINCESS GOID 
AND THE INDIAN CENT PIECES 

by R. Thad Taylor 

There was only one Indian Princess in the history of America, and 
that was Pocahontas. She is as synonymous with the title "Indian 
Princess" as "The Bard" is with William Shakespeare. Figuratively 
speaking, every Indian maiden since the first colony in Virginia has 
been the personification and symbolic representation of Pocahontas. 

In selecting the moniker, "Indian Princess", if Longacre didn't 
know that he was carving out of history Pocahontas's likeness it would 
have to have been Divine Guidance.The God-like reason, in all probabi¬ 
lity, came from his executive colleague, James Nelson Barker, at the 
Treasury Department. He was Comptroller of the Treasury Department at 
the same time James Barton Longacre was Chief Engraver of the Mint, 
and that continued for fourteen years until Barker's death in 1858. 

Before Barker was appointed the First Comptroller of the Treasury 
he had been Mayor of Philadelphia in 1819 and Collector of the Port 
from 1829-1838. Van Buren appointed him to the Treasury in 1838.Before 
all of the above, Barker was a successful playwright from 1805 to 1825, 
one of the two most famous of his day, along with John Howard Payne. 

One of James Barker's plays was based on Shakespeare's "The Tempest", 
associated with Bermuda and Jamestown. Entitled "America",it consist¬ 
ed of poetic dialogue sung by the geniuses of America, Science and 
Liberty. Another play,"Tears and Smiles", was inspired by his friend 
Thomas Jefferson, who asked to be a Yankee Character in it. 

In 1808 Barker's play,"The Indian Pmcess",the story of Pocahontas, 
opened in Philadelphia at the Chestnut Street Theater. It is the first 
surviving play on the romance of Pocahontas, a theme that became very 
popular. It was also the first Indian play by an American to be 
performed. According to the author, it played in all the theaters in 
the United States, and on December 15, 1820, was produced at Drury 
Lane in London under the title "Pocahontas, or the Indian 
Princess".Barker found his materials in John Smith's 1624 "General 
History of Virginia". 

James B. Longacre's designs for the Indian Princess gold coins and 
the Indian cent are unique. J.N. Barker's influence was the tip of the 
iceberg. Longacre's designs for these coins had to be distinctive 
and properly blended into an icon of innovative Americana. 

An undated draft among the Longacre papers reads: 

I have rarely, if ever, felt more perplexity in determining 
on the nature of a device appropriate to the issue than in respect 
to the intended coin of the value of three dollars (which) makes 
it important that it should bear a distinctive character, in the 
device and inscription, which should be peculiarly striking, and 
obvious in order to prevent, or guard against the danger in circ¬ 
ulation of passing or receiving one piece for the other. 

In a letter written to Mint Director Snowden he states: 

The first opportunity I had, of giving any practical express¬ 
ion of my own on the subject (of design), occurred under your 
favor, in respect to the Three Dollar coin. The more consideration 
I have given to this expression I am the better satisfied of its 
ultimate adaptation: I allude more especially to the design on the 
obverse. 
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The strongest antagonism I had previously met/ was from the 
cognoscenti who were the advocates of the Greek and Roman models: 
and I know and feel the powerful subjection which is ever held 
by this idea over the Artist mind; but on a deeper analysis, I 
am persuaded, too much has been conceded to this influence. The 
original type which the roll of ages has made venerable, had its 
origin in those remote periods, when the history of nations is 
mixed with fable or mythological romance. The question I would 
ask then, is this: Why should we be seeking a type for the ill¬ 
ustration or symbol of a nation that need not hold itself lower 
than the Roman Virtue or the Science of Greece; prefer the bar¬ 
baric period of a remote and distant people, from which to draw 
an emblem of nationality: to the aboriginal period of our own 
land: especially when the latter presents us with a characteri¬ 
stic distinction not less interesting, and more peculiar than 
that which still casts its chain over the civilized portions of 
the older continent? Why not be American from the spring-head 
within our own domain? 

From the copper shores of Lake Superior to the silver mount¬ 
ains of Potosi, from the Ojibwa to the Araucanian, the feather¬ 
ed tiara is a characteristic of the primitiveness of our hemi¬ 
sphere, as the turban is to the Asiatic. 

Nor is there anything in its decorative character, repulsive 
to the association of Liberty , with the intelligent American: to 
us it is more appropriate than the Phrygian cap; the emblem 
rather of the emancipated slave, than of the independent free¬ 
man, of those who are able to say, 'we are never in bondage to 
any man'. I regard then this emblem of America, as a proper and 
well defined portion of our national inheritance: and having now 
the opportunity of consecrating it as a memorial of Liberty, our 
Liberty, American Liberty: why not use it? One more graceful can 
scarcely be devised: we have only to determine that it shall be 
appropriate and all the world outside of us,cannot wrest it from us 

The objection made to this emblem on account of its correspond¬ 
ence with, or supposed deviation from, European armorial bearings 
is not sufficiently intelligent to deserve much consideration.- 
But the probability is that natives of this continent had worn 
their own feather head attire for ages before; with a right at 
least equal to any of the feudal potentates of the dark ages of 
Europe. 



Longacre's Indian Princess $1 & $3 
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Longacre met the challenge with conspicuous success: on the coin's 
obverse he placed his "Indian Princess",a beautifully modeled classical 
head in feathered tiara, and on the reverse a composite wreath of com, 
wheat, cotton and tobacco enclosing the denomination. The Mint Direct¬ 
or had also asked Longacre to prepare modified dies on the same princi¬ 
ple for the gold dollar. The "expanded" dollar, similar to the three 
dollar coin but not identical, was placed in circulation during the 
same year (1854). After two years this was changed to a reduced vers¬ 
ion of the Three Dollar "Indian Princess". 

In 1858 Longacre was asked to redesign the Flying Eagle cent which 
had introduced a reduced size from the old large cent varieties and a 
new copper-nickel alloy. Longacre had designed this but after only two 
years there were too many problems with short die life and poor strikes. 
He once again referred to his concept of "American from the spring¬ 
head within our own domain". While experimenting with the Indian 
Princess gold coins he drew other sketches relating to the American 
aboriginals, and these designs were introduced for the Indian Cent. 

The Indian Cent design differs slightly from the gold denominations 
in order to distinguish it. The cent merely alters the 
feathered headdress,using one from another indigenous 
provenance. Longacre stated that inspiration came from 
the Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. The Chippewas were 
from the same Algonquinian family as the Powhatans of 
Pocahontas's day, although separated in the movement 
westward, the customs did not change. Both varieties 
of the feathered headdress used on Longacre's Indian 
pieces are illustrated by: (a.) John Smith's 1624 
"History of Virginia", which depicts Powhatan facing 
front and wearing a feather headdress. The same style in profile is on 
the cent, (b.) The feathered headdress on the Indian Princess one and 
three dollar coins is exactly the same as in the painting of Pocahontas 
done at the court of King James in 1616,and now in the National Port¬ 
rait Gallery in Washington, D.C. It illustrates her in the attire of 





Indian Cent 
1859-1909 


(a) Powhatan,from Smith's 
History of Va., 1624 
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(b) 1616 portrait of 
Pocahontas 












J ? yalty< and holding a feathered scepter denoting her rank. 

The features of this Indian Princess are phenomenal in respect to 

and ln th ® cheek 1301168 and the contour of the hair, nose 

and mouth. If Longacre had not seen this portrait, his instincts were 
sublime. His drawings and sketches vary from time to time, probably 

Pho^n 9 h r0m i " tense research U P to the time the dies were cut. 
S!? t ?^ ? hS t and drawlngs do not do Justice, as do the coins, to the 
chisled features and grandeur of Longacre's Indian Princess and by 
personal examination/ they are radiant. 1 

Much of the lore regarding Longacre's designs has been lost. What 

de«W reC °5 d6d about hls personal lif e. and its influence on his 

signs, comes down to us only after exhaustive effort and search 
through the nooks and crannies of the period. The tales that were 

commonplace,. w ere } ost or deemed unimportant when the Civil War and 

b f°* en £f eatles Wlth the Indians Put the survival of our Union at 
stake. To retrieve than only painstaking research can reveal the 
secrets and mysteries that, jigsaw puzzle-like, have to be gently 
caressed into place. y 1 

ha » ib ^ hat his 12 year old daughter,Sarah,was the model 
^r his coins. According to this tale, Sarah was at the Mint one day 
^ a group of Indians was visiting. The Chief, wearing his war 7 
bonnet, bounced Sarah on his knee. This supposedly inspired her father 
to make sketches, which he developed into ttTcoin design WhUe it's 
problem with ifc is that Sarah, bom in 1828, 

'iT years ***”» her father appointed to the 
w^^ha 5 831:311 1301:11 in 1852 ' which was hardly possible 
dl6d ln 1850 ‘ °t hers say that she posed for the 
sketches in i858, but by then she was 30. Also, what about the gold 
coins introduced in 1854. five years before the Indian cent? 

g ^ d 0ne and three dollar Pieces and the cent were all 
at tho d 5 a 1119 boar d at about the same time, as indicated by sketches 
at the Library Company of Philadelphia. 1 

It could be that sketches made of Sarah at some time or other were 
visiiors^so^h f t r ^ desi f 8 - In Philadelphia Indians were frequent 

Sarahmiiidwpn ble “ 1 P° ould have happened regardless of the timing. 
Sarah could well have been included in early sketches, but subtle 

influenr^to ^f 3USe of ^acre's resolve, through J.N. Barker's 
Native Americans , symbolically representing the 

° f ? hlS land - The P° int is not Sarah, but Symbolism. 
James N. Barker,whose office was not far from Secretary of the 

when S tmir^d 1 n lth H S ' Certainly W3S instrumental in exonerating Longacre 
m oha ^ g6S were brought against him in 1849-50 by Mint 

f ^ Robert M. Patterson and Chief Coiner Franklin Peale,who asked 

Barter a nfi 9natl0n ' Llt ' le 1S known ° f unrecorded conversations between 
Barker and Longacre or just when and where their association began. 

of 12 ^ ' and houaacre lived there from the age 

vf Y dl6d there ten years apart, and both lived to about 

74. Both were involved with the theater and had similar interests. 

Among Longacre's early work was a series of engravings for "The 
American Theater" featuring actors in their character roles. 

.. t- seems that the two high ranking officials at the Treasury and 
the Mint would exchange ideas in regard to the coinage. Barker's job 
was to audit and supervise expenditures and accounts which included 

"The”?n 4 ^n a D the frcm gold to copper. He held the copyright to 

The Indian Princess title. Longacre did not have to announce 
p . 1C - L 7 where he obtained ideas or suggestions, and probably felt no 
obligation to do so. Further research could reveal more, but it is 
quite obvious that these two men enjoyed a life long friendship with- 
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out infringing upon each other. Longacre as a theater patron no doubt 
had seen the Pocahontas play,"The Indian Princess" ,many times.Knowing 
Barker, the play and its costumes were well researched. Other than the 
narties involved, who knows how influential this was on longacre. At 
the time, the public probably linked the associations nicely,but they 
forget fast, especially during turbulent times. 

It is not suggested that with this disclosure names and identities 
be changed, but it should at least become a reference point. As the 
designer himself said, "Why not be American from the Spring-head with¬ 
in our own domain - to the aboriginal period of our own land". Remem¬ 
ber Barker's play,“America",and its three main characters representing 
America, Science and Liberty, followed by "The Indian Princess", 
Pocahontas. She is first, last and always this Country's Indian 
Princess. She firmly established herself in this Country s.first 
Colony in Virginia, and she was our first Heroine. In English America, 
she was the first Native American baptized, and she was the first in 
an interracial marriage. She has inspired many paintings, sculptures, 
movies, plays, etc.,and she has represented America and The New 
World" on American currency, stamps and coins. Her portrait (along 
with Longacre«s) is in our National Portrait Gallery. The painting by 
j.G. Chapman of her baptism is in the hub of the Capitol's Rotunda. 

The 20 foot statue of "Freedom" by Thomas Crawford is in the 
Smithsonian and duplicated on the U.S. Capitol's Dome. "Freedom s 
head is encircled by stars and topped with a feather headdress, synon 
ymous of Pocahontas's furthermost reaching for the Rainbow and the 
Milky Way. Following Longacre's lead many other Indians have been de 
picted on our currency, coins and stamps, and surely more are to come. 

Is there a National Symbol of America - a bird, an animal, a flow 
er, a flag or a president elected half way through our history? They 
don't quite cut it! Longacre, on our coinage, along with Barker an 
the other artists, engravers, writers and sculptors partially listed 
above, from our native soil have illustrated it royally with the 
American Indian Princess, Pocahontas. 

This article is covered by Copyright Registration, Library of Congress 
No. TXU 552 734, Jan.7, 1993, by R. Thad Taylor. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY SPRING SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club's annual spring coin show will be 
held March 12-13, 1994 at the Outlet Village at 1-64 and US 340 in 
Waynesboro, Va.There will be fifty tables.For information on contracts, 
etc., call (703) 886-1096, or write to Clarence A. Armstrong, 610 c 
Street, Staunton, VA 24401. The Shenandoah Valley Club always puts on 
a superb show, one that's well worth attending, so hope lots of you 
will be there. 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, and will become members within 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice unless some adverse reaction is received, 
in which case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors 


Applicant 

Dr. A. Weems McFadden, Annapolis, Maryland 


Sponsor 
Jim Ruehrmund 
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A NEW BOOK FROM KRAUSE 

THE STANDARD CATALOG OF UNITED STATES PAPER MONEY 

By Chester L. Krause & Robert F. Lemke 
Robert E. Wilhite, Editor 

Krause Publications, Book Department NR 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001 
Hard Cover, 206 pages, Price $21.95 plus $2.50 shipping, U.S. 

VISA and MasterCard customers can call toll free: (800) 258-0929 

Values for hundreds of large-size notes have increased in grades as 

the nGWly released 12th edition of the STANDARD CATALOG 
OF UNITED STATES PAPER MONEY. 

This complete guide to collectible U.S.paper money, updated annually, 
shows significant increases in other areas, too, according to editor 
Robert Wilhite, who noted, "There were many changes in military payment 
certificates, mostly up, and there were also a lot of upward price 
adjustments in Federal Reserve Bank notes". 

3100119 large ” size silver certificates, the Series 1886 
$10 with Rosecrans-Jordan signatures and small red seal (Krause-Lemle 

No. 416) went from $195 in the 11th 
edition to $550 in the 12th edition 
in grade fine. In grade extra fine 
it jumped from $550 to $1,150, and 
in grade crisp uncirculated it went 
from $1,800 to $ $3,000. Among Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Bank notes, the Series 
1918 $2 went from $325 in crisp un¬ 
circulated to $400. Grades for the 
same notes in fine and extre fine 
are up 10 percent. 

Prices of military payment cert¬ 
ificates have also advanced. As an 
example, the Series 541 10* replace¬ 
ment note, K-L No.M37, in unc. went 
from $100 in the last edition to 
$325 in the new one. 

Ihe new book also lists small 
size notes, National Bank notes,pre 
Civil War U.S. Treasury notes. Civil 
War paper money substitutes,fract¬ 
ional currency, encased postage 
stamps, postage stamp envelopes, 
error notes and Philippine currency 
of 1903-1944. 

Also included are a paper money 
grading guide, historical informat¬ 
ion on large and small size notes 
and National Bank notes, plus a dir¬ 
ectory of of the Treasury officials 
vhose signatures appear on the U.S. 
paper money, going back to 1861, and their terms of office. 

If you collect U.S. currency of any kind, you will need a copy of 
is new catalog. It can be purchased from many coin and hobby book 
dealers, or you can order it directly from Krause Publications. 


twelftlj ediriot) 


NATIONAL BANK NOTES • LARGE A SMALL SIZE BV SERIES 
• FRACTIONAL CURRENCV . ERROR NOTES » M FC . 

• POSTAGE STAMP ENVELOPES • ENCASED POSTAGE . 

* PHILIPPINE ISLANDS COMMONWEALTH ISSUES . 

• PRE-CIVIL WAR U.S. NOTES • GUIDE TO AUTHENTICITY • 
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NEWS OF OCR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays at the 
Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd./Alexandria,Va. In November 
they held a member bourse, followed by a 27 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

KENT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 2nd. Thursdays in rm.120, 
Science & Technology Ctr.of the Delaware Tech. & Conm.College,in Dover. 

MONT I CELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. In November, at the 
annual donated auction sale, the celebrated RCC Commemorative Brass 
Plug, on object of no intrinsic value, but loaded with prestige, went 
to Jim Ruehrmund for a measly $6.00, but the club treasury reaized a 
total of $60.75. Also in Nov. the current officers were all reelected 
to serve in 1994. In Dec. they met at Extra Billy's to enjoy ribs, 
barbecue, fun, fellowship and door prizes. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
ville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr, at 7:30 PM. 
Corresponding Secretary Gene Lunsford reports that the Mega Auction in 
October was a great success, with lots of nice material sold,including 
a 42/1 dime. In November they elected new officers, whose names will 
be reported in the next issue. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In October 
they held Second Hobbies Night, followed by an auction sale. In Nov¬ 
ember John Behnken gave a talk on Russian coins. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W./Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In October they enjoyed a special program presented by the Bureau of 
Printing and Engraving of the U.S. Treasury. In November they held a 
CANADIAN NUMISMATICS NIGHT at which member Sedge Moss presented the 
ANA slide program, "Canadian Commemorative Silver Dollars, 1971-1987. 
WNS meetings also feature interesting exhibits. 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Mortimer's Locksmith Shop in Norge, Va. Take Norge exit from 1-64. 

ANCIENT NUMISMATIC SOC. OF WASHINGTON. Meets in the homes of members, 
for info, write to W.E. McGovern, PO Box 2495, Gaithersburg, MD 20886. 
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LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Robert J. Balas Rona | d j Mirr 


8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



Larry Engle, President 


Ad/ 


ANA 

119 1/2 West Main Street 

VNA 

P. O. Box 553 

NGC 

• Charlottesville, VA 22903 


(804) 979-9172 


Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 



BUYING and SELLING 
OBSOLETE and C.S.A. 
BANKNOTES 

Gene Elliott 
10706 Wakeman Dr. 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(703) 898-0454 

















SHOW CALENDAR 


Jan.22-23 

Vienna, VA 

Comnunity Ctr. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Feb.13 

Salisbury, MD 

Wicomoco Youth & Civic Ctr. 

30th ANNUAL COIN 
CLUB SHOW 

Mar.5-6 

Hagerstown, MD 

Venice Ballroom, US-40 E. 

INTERSTATE COIN & 
CLUB SHOW 

Mar.12-13 

Waynesboro, VA 

Outlet Village, 1-64 & US 340 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 

Mar.20 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Mar.25-27 

Batimore, MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE SHOW 

Apr. 6-10 

Springfield, VA 

Holiday Inn Express,1-95 & 1-495 

D.C. METRO COIN 

SHOW 

Apr.23-24 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 

NORTHERN VA COIN 
CLUB SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 


13 











THE MONEY STORE 


BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks , Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704) 633-5177 _ 

WANTED:Va. Business Directories & Dun &/or Bradstreet Commercial 

Reports prior to 1900. HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 

Keith Littlefi eld, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

104:, 204:, 254:, 304:, 504:, 604:, 704= & 804:. UNC, postpaid. $20.90 (includes Va. 
tax). To order by phone, call (804) 796-7954. 

Dorsey A. Howard, P.Q. Box 418, Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418 _ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 
THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.Q. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 _ 

WANTED: DAV miniature license tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Gjnnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial H eights. VA 23834 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. “ 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 _ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '93 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 504: each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE:Souvenir Yorktown,Va.l981 flat wood,$1.50 ea,2 for $2.50 ppd 

Page Mann, PO Bo x 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

C. Frankl in Moore, 160 Winding Wav, Lancaster, PA 17602 _ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.Q. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 

July 4, 1976, and April 13, 1993.Paying $3 to $3.50 and up.Write to: 
David Co nsolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 
WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 
icates issued in Virginia (Pearisburg, Dublin, Christiansburg, 
Fredericksbiurg, Lewisburg, Charlottesville, Scottsville) 

J_- Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 

Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Carmonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO B ox 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: send me your want list for 

very competitive guotes. Merv Reynolds, Va. Peninsula Coin Club 
PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 _ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olso n, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA members, send your free ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 
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212 15. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 



THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 












TOE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Address all official mail of the Virginia Numismatic Association to: 
Keith Littlefield, Secretary-Treasurer 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Virginia 22003 

All mail relating to the Virginia Numismatist should be addressed to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone; (804) 358-0525 


VNA ELECTED OFFICERS 

President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

1st Vice President.James M. Beard, Lexington, Virginia 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund, Richmond, Virginia 

Secretary-Treasurer.Keith Littlefield, Annandale, Virginia 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn, Newport News, Virginia 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


louis E. Doucet, 1993 . 


\T ■! Krf i ni 3 

Raymond G. Haymaker, 1993. 


vliyinia 

Vi r*rri ni a 

Duane McStaith, 1992. 

: r i y 

v i.x.y JLiixci 

V i Krr n i a 

Myrtlene L. New 1993. 


v lll±a 

Robert M. New, 1992. 


udIOllIla 

Carolina 

Vi rninia 

Mervyn H. Reynolds, 1993. 


Michael J. Rost, 1992. 


v ±l y J-iiJLa 

V i rninia 

Gregory E. Tucker, Past President, 

James M. Harvey,Jr.Past President, 

' 89- '91 . Richmond, 

'91-'92...Greensboro, North 

v liyinia 

Virginia 

Carolina 
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Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 


APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 


Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 

NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

_ , $45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Catalogues by Subscription Only ^ . n EURQpE ELSEWH ERE AIRMAIL 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 



26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 












MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 










































































ort for the hobby from 

UMSMATK HEWS 


IFIED ADS 


NUMISMATIC NEWS helps keep the hobby market 
active by providing subscribers with free classified 
ads. Thousands take advantage of and benefit 
from this unique opportunity in the world’s largest 
numismatic classified section. The diverse 
selection of ads stimulates exciting action among 
hobbyists as they buy, sell and trade in their 
favorite areas. 

An easy-to-use form in every issue offers 52 
free ad opportunities per year valued at $260. 

Every week you’ll find many new entries in all 
collecting categories that range from the 
common to the rare to the unusual. 

G. Clark of Indianapolis, IN writes of his 

experiences, "Thank you 




so very much for the free classified ad ser¬ 
vice. I hope all readers realize what a great 
opportunity this is! I place ads regularly and 
the responses have been very rewarding. 
Dozens of hassle-free transactions also 
attest to the quality and integrity of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS readers. Thanks to them 
as well!” 

NUMISMATIC NEWS does its part to keep the 
market active and exciting for collectors of ever/ 
possible interest and size of collection. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 


numismatic nCWf 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ IWIVf 


700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 







ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

1/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 

Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. * 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

flEGIHIA 

HUMISMATIST 

Volume 30, No.2 
March, 1994 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The 
Virginia Numismatic Association, 
Inc. and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for 
publication are welcomed and 
solicited. All six issues are mailed 
from Hampton, Virginia at the 
Third Class Postal Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure and send 
us your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, Va. 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 
22003. 
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PRESIDENT'S L E TTER 


I'm sorry to report the loss late in '93 of two long-time VNA mem- 

B^arh ^ 9e Mlll w ° f ? arrisonbur 9' Va., and Ellis Edlow of Pompano 

Beach, Fla., whose obituaries appear on page 4 of this issue. I'd like 
to express my personal sympathy, as well as that of VNA to their 
families 

The big VNA news this month is: we're about to get a new secretary- 
treasurer. Keith Littlefield has had to give up the post due to the 
pressure of graduate studies, and our new secretary-treasurer will be 
Harry L. Ward, Jr. of Midlothian, Va., who was appointed by the ^ 
t its meeting on Jan. 29 to fill Keith's unexpired term. Harry will 
ake over the job in March at the next board meeting, to be held 

^ ^ n f doabVa lley Show in Waynesboro. The meeting location 
ill be the Western Sizzling Restaurant at Exit 94 of 1-64,about three 
miles east of the show site. 

notices f°r 1994 have been sent out ' The y come with a return 
envelope, and if you received one, please take time now to write a 
check and drop it in the mail. In today's economy seven bucks is a 
pretty insignificant sum, so send a check and make the treasurer's iob 
easier. Dues notices were not sent to members who joined VNA at the 
convention last September, or later in 1993; dues of these members are 

!J d ° f 1994 ' If you do not wish to continue your 
membership, please indicate this on your dues notice and send it in so 

wiii^o^this^ 011 fr0m thS mailing list - 1 sincerely hope that very few 

„ r , I , d J ike to hear from members and member clubs about things that VNA 
can do to aid in your activities and generally further our hobby. I'd 
llk e to hear from members who would like to volunteer to help with 
show publicity, and with the preparation and presentation of educat¬ 
ed 1 programs whlch we P lan to present at the 1994 convention. Please 
send your suggestion, etc to me, Steve Bennett, 121 Holly Berry Lane, 
Pri ^ 6 Geor 9 e ' VA 23875; you can call me at (804) 862-2765. 

Nnmd yjdn 1 * MJ1 ^ rSMATIST now has an International Standard Serial 
Number (ISSN), assigned by the Library of Congress, which appears for 
e first time on the front cover of this issuee. The ISSN is a short 
d® r ® nce to °ur publication, which is entered in the international 
researchers? 1 ^ 1 " 0 ' 3 ^ ^ Library of Caress, and used by libraries, 
Hope to see lots of you at the Shen. Valley Show. 


Steve Bennett 


* CUES ARE IXJE * CUES ARE DDE * DDES ARE DDE * 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 

PLEASE SEND TO: Keith Littlefield, Sec.-Treas. 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
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1994 VNA CONVENTION 


Our 36th Annual Convention & Coin Show will be held in Roanoke, Va. 
at the Roanoke Airport Marriott Hotel. Due to scheduling problems, we 
have had to go to a two day this year; dates are Saturday,24 September 
through Sunday, 25 September 1994. Setup time for dealers will be 
Friday evening, 23 Sept. 

Bourse table rates for the 1994 show have not yet been set, but they 
will, of course, be reduced to levels canmensurate with a two day show. 
To obtain contracts or information, contact the Bourse Chairman, 

Will Camp, P.0. Box 283, Fishersville, VA 22939? (703) 943-2267 


CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

The program for the 1994 VNA convention will be contained in the 
July issue of the VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Ads and patron listings in 
this issue provide revenue to help with financing the convention, and 
we appeal to clubs, individual members and friends for their support. 
The price of ads is: 

Full Page: $25.00 ^ Page: $15.00 \ Page: $7.50 

If you had an ad last-year, we can run it again unless you wish to 
make changes. If you have not had an ad before, just jot down the text 
you want to use, send it in, and we will do the rest. Copies of the 
July issue will be given out as programs at the convention, so ads in 
it will have a wide circulation. Please send your ads in promptly, as 
the July issue has to go to the printer early in June. 

A patron listing costs only $2.00; you can list yourself or anyone 
you wish. Last year we had 82 patrons,the largest number ever.Of these 
34 were from the Richmond Coin Club,and the Richmond Club challenges 
the other clubs to beat that figure. Sophie S. Ruehrmund,the Schnauzer 
Numismatist, a patron for the past four years, urges all of her doggie 
friends to get their masters or mistresses to sign them up. She also 
graciously solicits the support of cats.Send your ads,patron listings, 
and, above all, your checks to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220 


VNA DISPLAY CASES 

Several years ago a number of the display cases belonging to VNA 
were farmed out to members for storage. It appears that the cases will 
be needed for this year's show, and persons who are holding them are 
requested to contact either Keith Littlefield, (703) 354-9544,or 
Jim Ruehrmund, (804) 358-0525. 


SHEW. VALLEY SHCW LOCATION CHANGED 

THE LOCATION OF THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB'S SPRING SHOW, TO 
BE HELD MARCH 12-13, 1994, HAS BEEN CHANGED TO THE AUGUSTA EXPO, WHICH 
IS LOCATED AT EXIT 91 OF 1-64, ABOUT 3 MILES WEST OF THE OLD OUTLET 
VILLAGE SITE. AS IN PAST YEARS, YOU CAN COUNT ON A GREAT SHOW, SO DO 
PLAN TO BE THERE. A VNA BOARD MEETING WILL BE HELD DURING THE SHOW ON 
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, AT THE WESTERN SIZZLING AT 1-64, EXIT 94. 
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ELLIS EDLOW 


1909 - 1993 

Mr. Ellis Edlow of Pompano Beach, Fla., died on Nov. 13, 1993 a 
long-time loyal member of VNA (No.55), he was a native of Washington, 

iQ 7 a' 1*1 V TJ° r ™T Y years an attorne y ^ere. On his retirement in 
f 't 8 - “low relocated to Florida. He was an enthusiastic 
collector of obsolete paper money and combined his interest in numis- 
pra ^ tlCe of law ' serving as legal counsel for many 
numismatic organizations, including A.N.A., S.P.M.C., M.A.N.A. and 
T.A.M.S. He was a recipient of A.N.A.'s Medal of Merit, and also 
received the T.A.M.S. Distinguished Service Medal and the S.P.M C 

Kemfth r Me p^’ Mr '^ l0W is survived fc y bis wife, Leonora, Two sons, 
a?^nf w^' “i ,, and . Dr - Donald W - “ low ' a n d f°ur grandchildren, to 
ail of whom the Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest 
sympathy. ^ 


GEORGE E. MILLER 


1924 - 1993 

^ ™? r ? e F E ’ Mi “ er of Harrisonberg, Va. Died on October 15, 1993. 
s VNA life member No.38, and served as our president, 1975-1977. 
George was a retired employee of Merck & Co. in Elkton, Va, and for 
^ ny year8 was the Proprietor of The Coin Shop in Harrisonberg. He was 
an army veteran of World War II, and participated in five major 
battles in the European Theater. George is survived by his wife, 
lea ”“: ® daughter, Deborah Rimel, a son Daryl Miller, and three 
grandchildren. The Virginia Numismatic Association extends heartfelt 
condolences to the Miller family. 


AMERICAN PRINCESS: THE LIFE AND LEGEND OF POCAHONTAS 

VNA m^bers, especi 91 ^ Thad Taylor, will be interested to learn 
^ rg , lnla Hlstorlca l Society is preparing a major exhibition 
ThT rltas ' ” hlch J 111 nrn ^om October,1994 through March,1995 
The exhibition will combine the principal images of Pocahontas with 
Brchaeoiogicai artifacts and documents, both of her own time and latei 

, . a .^ etter to VNA/ Mr- William Rasmussen, the Society's Curator oi 
Art, writes: 

Clearly the legend of Pocahontas reaches into the field of 
American currency of the nineteenth century and our exhibition 
will do well to address that subject.I shall be most appreciat¬ 
ive of any help you can give me towards locating examples 
for display in our exhibition and its catalog. 

note^th^p- 7 '.^ S ° ciety desires the loan of a $20 national bank 
First Charter Period, original series or series of 1875, 
K lfc v reve f e depicting the Baptism of Pocahontas. A note of a 
Virginia bank would be preferred, but one of any state in EF or better 
rf^°" W °L ld acce P ta ble. They also need a specimen of the $10 
note of the Shawnee Bank of Attica,Indiana.IN-30 G8,which has a vig¬ 
nette depicting the rescue of Capt.John Smith by Pocahontas. Anyone 
W *° ca " ass , 1 , st bhe Historical Society, with their project,please 
contact Mr.WUliam Rasmussen,Virginia Historical Society, PO Box 7311, 
Richmond, VA 23221-0311; Tel. (804) 358-4901. 
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COIN WEEK AT THE VIRGINIA DISCOVERY MUSEUM 



Mr. Woodward's Class in '93 

of Charlottesville's DowntownMall^ 
and 


Gimmer Plotnick of the 
Virginia Discovery Museum in 
Charlottesville reports that 
Malcolm Woodward, President of 
the Monticello Coin Club will 
hold his popular classes on 
coin collecting at the museum 
during National Coin Week,April 
17-23. Mr. Woodward will discuss 
coins and their backgrounds 
while those attending, each pro¬ 
vided with a penny folder, 
search through a supply of wheat 
cents, and try to fill as many 
holes in the books as they can. 
The children can take home the 
collections they have assembled. 
Both children and adults will 
enjoy the classes and other Coin 
Week activities at the museum, 
which is located at the east end 
It is open Tue. through Sat. 10-5, 


on Sun. 1-5. Call (804) 977-1025 for a calendar of events. 


THE ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY 

The Original Hobo Nickel Society is a group of enthusiastic and 
dedicated collectors of Hobo Nickels. In case you're unfamiliar with 
this branch of collecting, Hobo Nickels (usually Buffalo Nickels) are 
coins that have been hand carved to portray hobos and other interesting 
figures. The society's newsletter, BO TALES, edited by Gail "Bo-ette" 
Kraljevich, comes out quarterly, and is the liveliest and most enter¬ 
taining publication your editor has encountered in many a day. If you 
collect Hobo Nickels, or have any interest at all in them, you should 
join. Regular dues are $10 per year, and $5 per year for juniors. 

Write to: O.H.N.S. ATT: "BO-ETTE'', PO Box 43, Malvern, PA 19355 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following applicants will become members of the Virginia Numis¬ 
matic Association 20 days after the mailing of this notice unless ob¬ 
jections are received, in which case the VNA Board will decide 


Applicant t . Sponsor 

Michael Gwyn, Woodstock, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

William S. (Shep) Hanner, Richmond, Virginia... Jim Ruehrmund 

John C. Magruder, Tappahannock, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Albert R. Miller, Oakton, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Robert Hawkins, Henderson, North Carolina.Keith Littlefield 

Phillip 0. Lamb, New Orleans, Louisiana.Jerry Schmidt 

Don Nidiffer, Charlottesville, Virginia...Jerry Schmidt 

Robert E. Patterson, Occoquan, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Stephen Spielvogel, Alexandria, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 
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THE SOUTHERN CROSS OF HONOR 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

Any account of the Southern Cross of Honor has to begin with an 
account of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC), the 
organization which created it. Founded in September, 1894, as the 
National Association of the Daughters of the Confederacy, the UDC 
today has a membership of about 25,000 in some 700 chapters in 31 
states. Those eligible for membership are women who are descendents 
of persons who served honorably in the Army, Navy or Civil Service of 
the Confederate States of America. The objectives of the UDC are: to 
honor the memory of those who served and those who fell in the service 
of the Confederacy; to protect, preserve and mark the places made 
historic by Confederate valor; To collect and preserve the material 
for a truthful history of the War Between the States; to record the 
part taken by Southern Women during the war; to fulfill the sacred 
duty of benevolence towards the survivors and those dependent upon 
them; to assist Confederate descendents in securing proper education 
and to cherish the ties of friendship among the members of the 
Organization. 

The charitable, patriotic and civic good works of the UDC are far 
too numerous to list in detail, but a short recital should serve to 
illustrate the scope of their activities, Ever since World War I they 
have contributed substantial financial support to military medical 
facilities and to Veterans Administration medical centers and nursing 
homes. Between 1984 and 1992 they awarded over $500,000 in scholarsh¬ 
ips, and they have for many years awarded prizes for academic achieve¬ 
ment at the U.S. service academies and other schools. They provide 
financial assistance to the few remaining daughters of Confederate 
veterans, and assist various civic and charitable organizations. 

In the hundred years of its existence the UDC has done a great deal 
of good for many and harm to none, and we are left to wonder about the 
impulse behind the shabby treatment accorded the Daughters last year 
by a band of churlish U.S. senators who refused to renew the copyright 
on the UDC emblem. 

This then is the background of the organization that created the 
Southern Cross of Honor for Confederate veterans as a token of respect 
and appreciation of their services and sacrifices. 

The idea for the award was conceived by Mrs. Mary Cobb Erwin of 
Athens, Georgia. Mrs. Erwin, daughter of General Howell Cobb, and wife 
of Captain Alexander S. Erwin, made the suggestion at a meeting of the 
Daughters in Atlanta in July, 1898. All acknowledged the idea to be 
both beautiful and appropriate, and Mrs. Erwin proceeded to draft a 
resolution establishing the Southern Cross of the Legion of Honor, 
which was adopted at the UDC convention in Hot Springs, Arkansas in 
November 1898. 

The original name of the award was subsequently shortened to The 
Southern Cross of Honor. The resolution also provided that the crosses 
bestowed on those who had distinguished themselves by remarkable feats 
of courage were to be attached to a laurel wreath pin as a special mark 
of value. This special award was probably intended for those whose 
names were on the Confederate Government's Roll of Honor of men slated 
to receive decorations for bravery, which the Confederacy was never 
able to provide.Unfortunately, the UDC's special award never material¬ 
ized, possibly because they did not have access to the original roll 
of Honor, or perhaps because of the added expense. 

A committee, headed by Mrs. .Sarah E. Gabbett of Atlanta, Ga., was 
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appointed to procure a suitable design. 

They solicited proposals from all leading 
jewelers and also from the UDC state divi¬ 
sions /numerous designs were received which 
had to be rejected on grounds of expense. 
The one adopted was a modification by Mrs. 
Gabbett and Mrs. C. Helen Plane of a design 
submitted by Mr. Charles W. Crankshaw, an 
Atlanta jeweler. 'This design, adopted in 
November, 1899, at the UDC convention at 
the Jefferson Hotel in Richmond, Va., is 
illustrated below. 

The award is a bronze cross patee, 

33.8 mm wide. At the center of the obverse 
is a Confederate battle flag enclosed in a 
laurel wreath; the inscription, placed in 
the limbs of the cross is: 

UNITED - DAUGHTERS - CONFEDERACY - TO THE / U.C.V. 

At the center of the reverse, enclosed in a laurel wreath is: 

DEO / VINDICE (God our Vindicator) / 1861 / 1865 

The inscription in the limbs of the reverse is: 

SOUTHERN - CROSS - OF - HONOR 

The cross is suspended by a single link from a bronze bar which 
measures 30 X 8 mm, and has a recessed field in which the recipient's 
name was to be engraved. 



Mrs.Mary Cobb Erwin 




The Southern Cross of Honor 

Mrs. Gabbett was appointed the first Custodian of Crosses, a post 
that she filled with distinction until 1905. Having first secured a 
copyright on the design, Mrs. Gabbett placed an initial order with 
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Mrs. Sarah E. Gabbett 


Crankshaw for 2,500 crosses at a cost of 9<£ 
each. It is not generally known that the 
crosses, although marked with Crankshaw 1 s 
name, were not made by him but by the 
Schwaabs & Sons Company of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, with whom he placed a contract. 

Rules governing the award provided that 
crosses were to be bestowed on Confederate 
veterans and on the eldest lineal descend- 
ent or widow of deceased veterans,but only 
veterans were permitted to wear it. 

Crosses were presented by individual 
UDC chapters which obtained them from the 
Custodian of Crosses by sending in a proper¬ 
ly filled out application form, accompanied 
by a payment of 9$ for each cross ordered. 
Orders had to be sent via a Recorder of 
Crosses appointed for each state. Inform- 
... at ion on the application forms included 

kJKI the name ' address and details of service 
of the applicant, and four types of forms 
were used: For veterans who were members of 
. the United Confederate Veterans (UCV) the 

S ri " tSd ° n blue paper ' and had to endorsed by the commander 
and the adjutant of the applicant's UCV camp (chapter). For veterans 
who were not UCV members the form was on green paper, and had to be 
endorsed by two veterans who were UCV members. The forms for lineal 
descendants and widows were on white and gray paper respectively, and 
also had to be endorsed by two UCV members. 

C 5°t S « W6re t0 ^ P resented on Memorial Day, the birthdays of 
PresiOent Jefferson Davis and General Robert E. Lee (June 3 and January 
19) and one additional commemorative day between June 1 and January 
to be selected by each state division. Presentations were to be 
accompanied by appropriate ceremonies. 

The initial order of 2,500 crosses was delivered to Mrs. Gabbett the 
first week of April, 1900. Mr. Crankshaw had them numbered and placed 
car ^° ard Presentation boxes bearing his name. The numbers, 
aoout 2.5 mm high, were engraved directly below the word DAUGHTERS on 
the upper limb of the obverse.After the first 2,500 crosses,both boxes 
and numbers were discontinued due to the extra expense 

Mrs. Erwin's chapter in Athens, Ga., the first to place an order, 

iann 1V M d cr ° ss ? s numbered 1-300, which were presented on Memorial Day, 
1900. Mrs. Erwin's husband, Judge Alexander S. Erwin, had the honor of 
receiving cross number 1. 

The UDC went to considerable lengths to safeguard the exclusive 
nature of their award,securing passage in a number of Southern states, 
including Virginia, of laws which made it a misdemeanor for unauth- 
orized persons to wear the cross. Virginia's law remained on the books 
until the mid '60s. 

The first consignment of crosses was quickly exhausted, and further 
orders were placed, usually for batches of 2,500.In her report deliver¬ 
ed at the 1904 UDC Convention in St. Louis, Mo., Mrs. Gabbett stated 
that up to that time a total of 45,000 crosses had been ordered and 
received, of which about 43,500 had been distributed.She also described 
difficulties she had encountered with incomplete application forms, 
and then went on to relate her problems with what she described as 
spurious crosses". Early in 1904 the president of the Florence, Ala. 
chapter sent Mrs. Gabbett a UCV convention badge made in likeness of 
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the Cross of Honor. Investigation revealed that the Schwaabs Co.had 
made 85,000 of the badges for the New Orleans Chapter, and 32,000 
similar ones for the Dallas, Tex. Chapter. Both chapters reported that 
thev had ordered the badges, apparently leaving the design up to the 
makers, who took it upon themselves to use the Cross of Honor die. A1 
wavs diligent to guard the integrity of the award,Mrs.Gabbett directed 
Mr. Crankshaw to write to the Schwaabs Co., and demand an explanation. 
The reply they received was, as Mrs. Gabbett put it,"insolent in the 
extreme". Mrs. Gabbett was not one to tamely submit to such treatment. 
She consulted a patent lawyer, but was disappointed to learn the that 
offending badges were not sufficiently close copies to sustain an 
infringement suit. She was, however, not without recourse; she 
cancelled the contract with Schwaabs and engaged another manufacturer. 
The new firm, the Whitehead S, Hoag Co. of Newark, N.J. seems to have 
qiven complete satisfaction, although their price of 12.5* per cross 
was higher than the 9$ charged by Schwaabs. At about this time the 
price to the chapters was raised to 254: per cross, the extra funds 
being needed for shipping and other overhead expenses. 

Whitehead & Hoag continued to supply the crosses until the program 
ended late in 1912. by which time, according to UDC records, a total 
of 78,761 had been awarded. 


VARIETIES OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS OF HONOR 

The following survey is based on the examination of 57 crosses, 55 
in the collection of the Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond,Virginia, 
and two in a private collection. 


CRANKSHAW/SCHWAABS CROSSES 


The crosses were manufactured by Schwaabs & Sons from 1900 to the 
middle of 1904. Total production by this maker is estimated to 
be 42,000 crosses. 

The Crankshaw/Schwaabs crosses vary in thickness from 1.7 mm to 
2.4 mm, with an average thickness of 2.1 mm.There are two kinds of 
attachments, pin and screw. Of the 34 crosses by this maker, 26 have 
a swiveling pin attachment, with variations in the pm catch.On four 
specimens the catch is a simple wire loop, 21 have catches made of 
slightly rounded brass strip 1.7 mm wide. One has a locking safety 
catch, but this appears to have been added later. Seven specimens 
have a screw type attachment, with the screw on the suspension bar. 
The attachment is a threaded tube with a round head 14 mm in diame¬ 
ter. Four of the heads are domed and one is slightly flattened. Of 
the remaining two specimens, one had lost its screw attachment and 
the other its suspension bar. The Crankshaw logo on the reverse of 
the suspension bar comes in two forms, to accommodate the two types 
of attachment, as shown below: 


PATENTED 

—ATLANTA- 

Crankshaw logo on pin backs 


CHARLES W. 
CRANKSHAW 
ATLANTA 




Crankshaw logo on screw backs 


WHITEHEAD & HOAG CROSSES 

The Whitehead & Hoag Co.manufactured the crosses from 1904 until 1912. 
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Total production by this firm is estimated to be 37,000. The company 
name is placed on the reverse of the cross at the bottom of the lower 
limb in tiny letters, about .5 mm high, reading: 

THE WHITEHEAD & HOAG CO.NEWARK,N.J. 

The thickness of these crosses, 1.4 mm,is quite uniform, and all of 
the 23 specimens examined have screw backs.These, however, come in two 
varieties. Sixteen have the screw mounted on the back of the suspension 
bar, and the attachment is a short threaded tube with a 14 mm round 
head Twelve of the heads are slightly flattened, and nine are marked 
"WHITEHEAD & HOAG,NEWARK,N.J.", while three are plain. Two specimens 
have attachments with plain domed heads, and the remaining two have 
lost their attachments. Seven crosses have a threaded tube on the sus¬ 
pension bar, and the attachment is a round headed screw. One head is 
of the flat variety, five are domed, and all are uninscribed. The 
attachment of the remaining specimen was missing. 

While the number of crosses examined,57, may seem large,it actually 
constitutes considerably less than a tenth of one percent of the total 
number issued. For this reason, the figures given above, although they 
can serve as a rough guide, should not be taken as absolute indicators 
of the rarity of the varieties listed. Further varieties may also 
exist, but care must be taken to distinguish between varieties in 
manufacture and later modifications made by recipients. 

NAMING OF CROSSES 

The crosses were presented un-named, and recipients were urged to 
have their names engraved on the suspension bar. The UDC suggested 
that the local chapters should have the crosses engraved before 
presentation to indigent recipients. Of the 57 crosses examined, 32 
were named. The engraving ranges from crude to professional; the style 
from plain block letters to ornate script ones. Since there was no 
official engraving style, it is practically impossible to detect 
engraving done recently in order to enhance the value of a cross as a 
collector's item. 


THE CROSS AS A COLLECTOR'S ITEM 

The UDC originally envisioned the cross as "a treasured heirloom, to 
be handed down from generation to generation". In recent years they 
have appealed to families to return them for inclusion in the sets of 
crosses which the organization presents to museums. Nevertheless, 
thousands of crosses have passed into the collecting marketplace, and 
from there into private collections of Civil War relics and memorabilia. 
The collectors who hold them probably understand their significance 
better than most people, and treasure and respect them accordingly. 

While it may appear crass to discuss price in connection with this 
award, completeness demands the inclusion of such information. At the 
Civil War Relic Show held at the Richmond Fair Grounds in November 1993 
a number of dealers were offering crosses at around $235 each. How many 
actually changed hands at that figure is not known, but that price 
appears somewhat inflated. A long established Virginia medal dealer,who 
occasionally has one for sale, stated that the price of a cross in very 
fine condition should be about $125. If you are planning to acquire 
one, you'd better shop around a bit before buying. 

Collector demand for crosses has led one company, "Der Dienst", in 
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Lowell, Michigan, to market a replica which they sell for the outrage¬ 
ous price of $16.50. Although it is not marked "COPY",as required by 
law, this replica should deceive no one. It is crudely cast in what 
appears to be a lead-tin alloy and painted with copper/bronze lacquer. 
Neither the cross nor the suspension bar carries a maker's name, and 
the attachment consists of two post and clutch fasteners. Although 
this particular replica is a pretty feeble effort, if the price con¬ 
tinues to rise, before long someone is going to come up with an accu¬ 
rate copy, struck in bronze, and intended to deceive collectors. 

Another, and much more sinister development has come to light. At 
the relic show last November a dealer mentioned encountering a relic 
hunter who had a cross which he alleged had been dug up at the site of 
a Confederate reunion.While this may have been true,losses at reunions 
must have been rare events,and it should be remembered that a great 
many Confederate veterans went to the grave with their crosses pinned 
on their coats. Many are buried in remote country cemeteries, easy 
prey for grave robbers who would desecrate the dead to obtain saleable 
relics. Collectors can halt this evil practice by refusing to buy 
crosses that show obvious signs of having been excavated. 

No other patriotic organization in our country's history has ever 
undertaken a program of scope to match the UDC's bestowal of its token 
of affection and respect on the Confederate veterans. Although more 
than eighty years have passed since the last crosses were awarded, the 
mystique of the Southern Cross of Honor is as strong today as it ever 
was. The little crosses remain as memorials, not only to the veterans 
who once wore them, but also to those patriotic ladies of long ago who 
created them. In doing so they honored not only the veterans,but their 
organization and themselves as well, together with the Southland they 
loved, and which their descendents love still. 
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General of the UDC, in the Eleanor S. Brockenborough Library at the 
Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond, Va. 

Sincere thanks to the following persons who provided information and 
assistance: Mrs. Malinda W. Collier, Mr. Robert F. Hancock and Mr. 

Guy R. Swanson, all of the Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond, Va.; 
Mr. Hardie Maloney, Jefferson, La.; Mrs. Anthony J. LaCavera, Sr., 
President General, UDC, Athens, Ga. and Mrs. Marian H. Giannasi, 
Executive Secretary of the UDC, Richmond, Va. 


COIN EXCHANGE OF VIRGINIA REOPENS 

Steve Bennett announces that his shop,The Coin Ipcchange of Virginia, 
has reopened at a new location in the Old Town Antiques Mall,21 Old 
Street in Petersburg, a short distance east, and on the opposite side 
of Old St.from the original site.Hours are 10-5 Mon.- Sat.& 12-5 on Sun 

WALT MASON AWARD FOR 1994 

Nominations for this year's Walt Mason Award will remain open until 
July 1. If you know of anyone whose long term contributions to our 
hobby merit this recognition, you are urged to submit a nomination to: 
The Walt Mason Fund, P.0. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays at 
the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd.,Alexandria,Va. In 
January they held a member bourse, discussed business, heard a speak¬ 
er, served refreshments and then conducted a 45 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

KENT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 2nd. Thursdays in rm.120, 
Science & Technology Ctr.of the Delaware Tech. & Comm.College, Dover. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. In January, they 
watched the video of the 1993 ANA convention in Baltimore, and plan¬ 
ned the schedule of 1994-programs. The quarterly auction sale was 
conducted in February. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
ville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr, at 7:30 PM. 
At the January meeting they discusses plans for their annual coin show, 
to be held March 12-13 at the Augusta Expo., 1-64, Exit 91. After the 
refreshments were served, they held an auction sale. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In Dec. they 
had an evening of fun and games, with a coin quiz, numismatic trivia 
and a "What’s My Coin" game. They served refreshments, held a 
raffle and wound things up by exchanging numismatic Christmas gifts. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.,Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In Jan. they scheduled displays of material relating to the four U.S. 
presidents bom in Jan., but if the weather in D.C. was anything like 
that in Richmond, they had to invoke their inclement weather clause 
and cancel the meeting. WCC officers for ’94 are:Pres.Harry Manville, 
V.P. Charles Gaisor, Treas.Richard Foley, Secty.Jerry Grzenda and Sgt. 
at Arms Frank Palumbo. Board members are: Mae Clark, John Fuller, 

Carl Hoke and Len Harsel. 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7 PM on the 2nd Friday of each month 
at Mortimer's Locksmith Shop in Norge, Va. Take Norge exit from 1-64. 

ANCIENT NUMISMATIC SOC. OF WASHINGTON. Meets in the homes of members, 
for info, write to W.E. McGovern, PO Box 2495, Gaithersburg, MD 20886. 
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LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 





119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 

. Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 
















SHOW CALENDAR 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


Mar.12-13 

Waynesboro, VA 

Augusta Expo.,1-64, Exit 91 

Mar.20 

Towson, MD 

Quality Inn, York Road 

Mar.25-27 

Batimore, MD 

Convention Center 

Apr. 6-10 

Springfield, VA 

Holiday Inn Express,1-95 & 1-495 

Apr.23-24 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 

Apr.23-24 

La Vale, MD 

Fire Hall, 423 Nat.Hwy. 

Jun.17-19 

Baltimore, MD 

Convention Ctr. 

Jun.17-19 

Memphis, TN 

Cook Convention Ctr. 


TOWSON COIN SHOW 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE SHOW 

D.C. METRO COIN 
SHOW 

NORTHERN VA COIN 
CLUB SHOW 

WESTERN MD.COIN 
CLUB SHOW 

MD.STATE NUMISMATIC 
ASSN. CONVENTION 

INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 5 US coins graded & in 2X2s/$2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list. 

Larry W. Rowland, L.C.C.,PO Box 4392, Danville, VA 24540-0107 ___ 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks, Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704) 633-51?? - 

WANTED:Va. Business Directories & Dun &/or Bradstreet Commercial 

Reports prior to 1900. HIGHEST PRICES PAID. 

Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22 003. (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _____ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va.tax) 

Dorsey A.Howard,PO Box 418,Chesterfield,VA 23832-0418; (804) 796-7954_ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 

THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 ____— 

WANTED: DAV miniature license tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 __ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '93 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50<fc each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE:Souvenir Yorktown,Va.1981 flat wood,$1.50 ea,2 for $2.50 ppd 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. — 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602 __ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 __ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 

July 4, 1976, and April 13, 1993.Paying $3 to $3.50 and up.Write to: 
David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 ___ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 

Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: Competative prices. Send your 

want list.Merv Reynolds, PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 _ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 
Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA members, send your free .ad, up to 30 words, to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220 
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BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 

MODERN COIN INC. 

212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 
PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 


THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

21 Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 






















Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 

NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 

BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

„ , , „ , _ . $45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

.Catalogues by Subscription Only ^ ^ EURQpE EL$EWHERE AIRMAIL 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 

It.’M. Snryllic &(V).i'IiH*. 

Established WHO 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 




































































ort for the hobby from 

UM1SMATIC NEWS 


IFIED ADS: 


NUMISMATIC NEWS helps keep the hobby market 
active by providins subscribers with free classified 
ads. Thousands take advantase of and benefit 
from this unique opportunity in the world’s latest 
numismatic classified section. The diverse 
selection of ads stimulates exciting action among 
hobbyists as they buy, sell and trade in their 
favorite areas. 

An easy-to-use form in every issue offers 52 
free ad opportunities per year valued at $260. 

Every week you'll find many new entries in all 
collecting categories that range from the 
common to the rare to the unusual. 

G. Clark of Indianapolis, IN writes of his 

experiences, "Thank you 
so very much for the free classified ad ser¬ 
vice. I hope all readers realize what a great 
opportunity this is! I place ads regularly and 
the responses have been very rewarding. 
Dozens of hassle-free transactions also 
attest to the quality and integrity of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS readers. Thanks to them 
as well!” 

NUMISMATIC NEWS does its part to keep the 
market active and exciting for collectors of every 
possible interest and size of collection. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 






numismatic 

FEATURING COIN MARKET 


700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 





ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

>/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: Mo 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Mumismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Mumismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 
HUM ISM ATI ST 

Volume 30, No,3 
May, 1994 


The VIRGIMIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Mumismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, 13004 
Edgetree Ct., Midlothian, VA 
23113 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


Sad to say, I've further deaths to report. Mrs. Lillian B. Roberts, 
wife of our past president and former editor, Don Roberts, passed away 
on March 9, in Annandale, Va. Grover C. Criswell, III, only son of 
Grover and Dolly Criswell, died on Feb.9 in Salt Springs, Fla. All of 
us in VNA extend condolences to the Roberts and Criswell families. 

A meeting of the VNA board was held on March 12 during the Shen. 
Valley show at Waynesboro. Many thanks to Clarence Armstrong of the 
Shen. Valley Club for his kindness in arranging accommodations for us 
at the Western Sizzlin'. 

The board meeting produced a number of changes in our officer line 
up. Harry Ward, Jr. has taken over the office of secretary-treasurer 
from Keith Littlefield. If you need to contact Harry, you'll find his 
address at the bottom of this page and also on pages 1 and 16 of this 
issue. Jim Beard resigned as first vice president,and the board elect¬ 
ed Joel Cherry of Falls Church, Va. to fill the unexpired term, while 
Jim returned to the board as a past president.Two board members, 

Lou Doucet and Myrt New have also resigned and the board elected 
Brandon Blake of Petersburg and Keith Littlefield of Annandale to fill 
their unexpired terms. 

The next board meeting will be held on Saturday, June 11 at 11 AM 
at the Airport Marriott Hotel in Roanoke, in preparation for our '94 
convention. All who wish to attend are welcome. 

This is the last issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST that will come 
to you in an envelope. After many years of service in stuffing envel¬ 
opes with our magazine, Mrs. Doris Mustain of Newport News has decided 
to retire after doing this issue. We wish Doris all the best in her 
retirement, and hope that it will provide her with increased opportun¬ 
ities to enjoy her hobby. The July issue will come to you with a mail¬ 
ing label stuck on the back cover, and we thank Reed Walton for giving 
up part of his ad space to make this possible. 

My appeal in the last issue for suggestions, ideas and volunteers 
has, so far, has brought little response. I'm totally serious about 
soliciting your input, and we really do need help with the show pub¬ 
licity and educational programs, so if you can offer advice, time, or, 
better yet, both, please drop me a line at this address: Steve Bennett, 
121 Holly Berry Lane, Prince George, VA 23875; you can reach me by 
phone at (804) 862-2765. 


Yours Sincerely, 


Steve Bennett 


♦♦HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?** 


Junior Member.$2.00 

Regular Member.$7.00 

Club or Organization.$10.00 


PLEASE SEND TO: Harry L. Ward,Jr., Sec.-Treas. 
13004 Edgetree Ct, Midlothian, VA 23113 
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1994 VNA CONVENTION 


Our 36th Annual Convention & Coin Show will be held in Roanoke, Va. 
at the Roanoke Airport Marriott Hotel, Saturday,24 September through 
Sunday,25 SeptembeT1994.Setup time for dealers will be Friday evening, 
23 Se P t * 

The following table options are available: 

OPTION #1...One Regular 8' Table with Backup..® $145 
OPTION #2...Two Regular 8" Tables with Backups..® $250 
OPTION #3...One L-Shaped Comer Table with Backup..® $195 

To obtain contracts or information, contact the Bourse Chaika"' 

Will Camp, P.0. Box 283, Fishersville, VA 22939; (703) 943-2267 

CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

The program for the 1994 VNA convention will be contained in the 
July issue of the VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Ads and patron listings in 
this issue provide revenue to help with financing the convention, and 
we appeal to clubs, individual members and friends for their support. 

The price of ads is: . _ cn 

Full Page: $25.00 ^ Page: $15.00 3 Page: $$7.50 

If you had an ad last year, we will run it again unless you wish to 
make changes. If you have not had an ad before, just jot down the text 
you want to use, send it in, and we will do the rest. Copies of the 
July issue will be given out as programs at the convention, so ads in 
it will have a wide circulation. Please send your ads in promptly, as 
the July issue has to go to the printer early in June. 

A patron listing costs only $2.00; you can list yourself or anyone 
you wish. Last year we had 82 patrons,the largest number ever.Of these 
34 were from the Richmond Coin Club,and the Richmond Club challenges 
the other clubs to beat that figure. Although the price is small, hav¬ 
ing a lot of patrons provides a much needed financial boost to the 
conventio. Send your ads,patron listings, and, your checks to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220 


VNA DISPLAY CASES 

Several years ago a number of the display cases belonging to VNA 
were farmed out to members for storage. We are going to need the cases 
for this year's show, so if you are holding any of them please contact 
either Keith Littlefield,(703) 354-9544,or Jim Ruehrmund,(804) 358-0525. 
Many thanks to those who have already reported on their cases. 

WALT MASON AWARD 

Nominations for the 1994 Walt Mason Award will not close until July 
l.If you know of someone in Delaware,Maryland,the District of Columbia, 
Virginia or the Carolinas whose long term contributions to the ho y 
of numismatics are worthy of recognition, please submit a nomination. 

To submit nominations or request information, write to; ooic . 0 
The Walt Mason Fund, P.0. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152 
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CONDOLENCES 


It is sad indeed to report deaths in the families of two VNA members. 

Mrs. Lillian B. Roberts, wife of our past president and editor Don 
Roberts, died on March 9 in Annandale, Va.at age 83. She is survived by 
her husband, Donald Roberte, her son. Dr. Donald H. Roberts and two 
granddaughters. Misses Amanda and Susannah Roberts. 

Grover C. Criswell, III, age 37, only son of Col.Grover C.and Dolly 
Criswell, died at his home in Salt Springs, Fla. on Feb.9. He is sur¬ 
vived by his parents and his grandmother, Mrs. Nell f. Hills of Charles¬ 
ton, S.C. 


The Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy to the 
Roberts and Criswell families in their time of sorrow. 


A TIME TO SERVE 

There is a time to give and a time to receive. Most of us receive 
through the receipt of the VA. NUMISMATIST magazine, and our annual 
convention and coin show. We give through the use of our dues. Others 
have given of their time and energy to put back into our organization 
that little extra, that personal touch, a most appreciated lasting 
mark. Carrying the torch for a while, if you will. There are many 
things within VNA that we would like to do, and that individually 
require minimal time and involvement, but these things collectively 
are sometimes too much for the Board of Directors to effectively 
accomplish, given other current tasks. We do, therefore, solicit your 
PARTICIPATION. Many committees have unfilled The time required is 
minimal in most instances, perhaps an hour or two a month. Distribut¬ 
ing the work load slightly and enabling us to do a little more to make 
a better organization benefits all of us. Consider a "time to serve" 
in your future. Remember it is your organization. At the very least, 
please give us some feedback on what you would like to see YOUR orq- 
anization accomplish. Write to me for further details. 

Please make all checks for dues, books, donations, advertising, 
etc. payable to: VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o Harry L. Ward, Sec.-Treas. 

13004 Edgetree Ct. 

Midlothian, VA 23113 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following applicants will become members of the Virginia Numis¬ 
matic Association 20 days after the mailing of this notice unless ob¬ 
jections are received, in which case the VNA Board will decide. 


g g licant Sponsor 

Robert J. Brennan, Richmond, Virginia. Jim Ruehrmund 

Gerald A. Burke, Richmond, Virginia. Jim Ruehrmund 

Richard Clark, Waynesboro, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Robert J. Custer, Chesterfield, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Benjamin W. Sanchez, Woodbridge, Virginia.Harry Ward 

Clarence Sills, Maeshall, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 
















DELTIQLOGY 


By Ben Duncan 

Deltiology is probably a word unknown to many of you. It's a fair¬ 
ly new one, and not listed in older dictionaries. Its meaning is: the 
study of the manufacture and the collecting of picture postcards. The 
hobby is better known in European countries than in ours. Postcard 
collecting began in this country when large quantities of cards were 
produced for the Columbian Exposition in 1893. Now it's a hundred 
years later, but a good supply of those cards is still available to 
collectors today. 

Unlike numismatic and philatelic material, the quantities of 
postcards printed on many topics are almost unknown. We do know that 
there are thousands of topics to consider when starting a collection, 
they can be real photos, printed photos, copies of paintings and 
copies of all forms of art. Most images are on cardboard stock, but 
some are printed on wood, leather and even on metal. 

Some collectors are happy with collecting one topic, others choose 
to collect a dozen or more. It all depends on time, space, money and 
individual interest. I've been collecting for over twenty years, and 
am interested in dozens of topics.My favorites are Advertising,Social 
History, Expositions and Occupations. I also like Holiday Greeting 
cards and ones on Political and Patriotic themes. 

Prices are increasing rapidly, but supply seems to keep up with 
demand in most topics. Christmas cards are very common, Labor Day ones 
quite scarce; Halloween seems to be one of the most popular. Artist 
designed cards with printed signatures are in great demand. View cards 
of one's home town are in many collections, this being the number one 
interest. Over 1,800 different views of Richmond, Va. are known. 

Larger cities in our country can make claim to thousands,all different. 

Among today's big interests are Transportation, Roadside business, 
and, of course. Baseball. Dealers are always running short on sports 
cards. Most cards in dealer's stocks are common, a few are uncommon. 



The Denver Mint on a Card, ca. 1910 
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and fewer still are even scarce. The word rare is much overused. Only 
a very few cards can be considered rare. A hold-to-light Santa is 
quite scarce, but certainly not rare. Many are stashed away waiting 
for a higher sale price in the future. 

Postcard promoters say, "Postcard collecting is the fastest growing 
hobby in America today". In my opinion this simply isn't true. It's a 
growing hobby, but not the fastest. It probably is not even among 
the top ten categories of collectibles, but let it be known that it's 
an interesting, time consuming and exciting hobby. 

One topic I collect is related to numismatics. Some examples are 
shown on the following pages. All are uncommon, but not one of them is 
rare. The scarcer ones are the cards made from macerated currency.All 
of these, to say the least, are unattractive, yet with a magnifying 
glass one can see bits of currency printing in the paper stock. Hard 
to find are interior views of the Philadelphia Mint, seen quite often 
twenty years ago, but not so today. 

Prices of individual cards cover a wide range, ten cents to hun¬ 
dreds of dollars. A good collectible card will have a price range 
from $5.00 to $25.00. Recently an advertising card designed by A. 

Mucha was sold at a national postcard show for $12,500, the buyer 
being a coin dealer. We now know, however, that it was simply an 
expensive publicity tactic by the show chieftains. 

Something to think about. The next time you plan an exhibit, con¬ 
sider using a postcard or two to enhance your display. 



Post card of ca. 1905 depicting the old mint at Charlotte, 
N.C., established in 1838 to coin the locally mined gold, and 
closed in 1861. Moved many years ago fran its original site, 
it is today the city's art museum. A visit there might serve 
to dispel the rumors circulated by Richmond columnist Steve 
Clark, that the Charlotte conception of Fine Art runs to 
paintings of Elvis on velvet and the posters out at the 
Charlotte Raceway. 
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currency Macerator at the Treasury, ca. 1910 1914 

The reason that the old large U.S. Treasury Notes and Nationals are 
so scarce today is because the vast majority of them ended up in the 
macerator in the basement of the Treasury in Washington. After they 
were cut in pieces, the macerator beat and steamed them into a mass o 
gray pulp. Eat your hearts out, you currency collectors! 


Currency Chopper at the Treasury, ca. 1910 
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This card,with its mouth-watering array of U.S. coins, was 
printed in Germany; the coins are dated 1902. The designs 
are embossed in the paper, and printed in natural colors. 
Anyone in this country printing items like this probably 
would have received a visit from the Secret Service. 



fXCake money, my son, 

honestly if you can— 
hut mal^e money. 


Printed in England as part of the National Series, this card 
presents two gold and four silver English coins together with 
a pithy saying. It was printed around 1905, and the coins are 
of King Edward VII 
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Weighing $1,000,000 in gold coin at the Philadelphia Mint in 1909 



Not all French postcards are naughty 
Here's a French one from the 1920s, featuring U.S. & Canadian currency 


Ed. Note. With his latest article on Deltiology Ben Duncan takes up 
where he left off back in 1979. Ben is a collector of wide ranging int¬ 
erests who practises what he preaches. The handsome displays he mounts 
at VNA conventions are sure to be tastefully garnished with colorful 
and appropriate postcards. 
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NEWS OF OCR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays at 
the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd./Alexandria,Va. In 
March they held a member bourse, followed by an auction sale 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. At the March meeting 
Jim Ruehrmund spoke on Nero and His Coinage, and displayed coins of 
Nero and his relatives. At the April meeting Joe Bush gave a talk on 
modem Greek Currency, and displayed Greek notes from his collection. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. the Salem Club held its spring coin 
show Apr.30 - May 1 at the American Legion Building in Salem. Unfort¬ 
unately, notice was received too late for publication in the March 
issue. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
ville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr, at 7:30 PM. 
The club's annual spring show, March 12-13, was as always, a thoroughly 
enjoyable event. VNA thanks the Shen.Valley Club for their hospitality 
in providing accommodations for the quarterly VNA board meeting during 
the show. At the March meeting they assessed show results and held an 
auction sale. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In March they 
watched the ANA video on U.S.commemorative coins and elected the foll¬ 
owing new officers: Pres. Jim Ross, Vice Pres John Gearhart, Sec-treas 
Dr. James Harmon and Sgt-at-Arms Stephen Harvey; Norman Strock was 
elected to the Board of Governors. The VPCC will hold its annual 
banquet Saturday evening, May 21, at Sammy and Nick's Restaurant on 
Mercury Boulevard in Hampton. The cost is $12.50 per person, and 
visitors are welcome. The guest speaker will be Lt. Col John Curry of 
Denbeigh, who will talk on local history. To make reservations or get 
information, call Merv Reynolds at (804) 874-6921. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W./Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
In March they held a "Show & Tell", with members exhibiting material 
relating to Pres. Lincoln, St. Patrick's Day, etc. The March program 
was presented by Mr.William Layton of the District of Columbia Lincoln 
Group, who discussed his collection of Lincoln material,which includes 
photographs, letters, busts, coins and medals. 
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LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Robert J. Baias Rona | d j Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 


Awy// * Ad/ 

ANA 
VNA 
NGC 

Larry Engle, President 





119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 

• Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


















SHOW CALENDAR 


May 29 

Towson, MD 

Holiday Inn, 1100 Cromwell 

Br. Rd. 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

May 28-29 

New Carrollton, MD 

Ramada Inn 


METRO WASHINGTON 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 

Jun.10 

Towson, MD 

Holiday Inn, 1100 Cromwell 

Br. Rd. 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

Jun.17-19 

Memphis, TN 

Cook Convention Ctr. 


INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

Jun.24-26 

Baltimore, MD 

Convention Ctr. 


MD.STATE NUMISMATIC 
ASSN.. 

Jul.27-31 

Detroit, MI 

Cobo Hall 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Aug.6-7 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 


NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Sep.24-25 

Roanoke, VA 

Airport Marriott Hotel 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

( 804 ) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 5 US coins graded & in 2X2s,$2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list. 

Larry W. Rowland, L.C.C.,PO Box 4392, Danville, VA 24540-0107 _ 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks, Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704) 633-5177 _ 

WANTED:Va. United Confederate Veterans (UCV) Medals & Ribbons. 

Describe and price. 

Keith Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. (703) 354-9544 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 __ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va.tax) 

Dorsey A.Howard,PO Box 418,Chesterfield,VA 23832-0418; (804) 796-7954 
WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 
THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 _ 

WANTED: DAV miniature license tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Ginnie Al dridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. ~ 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 _ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '93 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50* each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE:Arcade tokens from Long's Cue, Newport News, Va. brass or 

white metal, 5 for $1.00, plus postage 

Page Ma nn, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602 _ 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.Q. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 

July 4, 1976, and April 13, 1993.Paying $3 to $3.50 and up.Write to: 
David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 

Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
P aul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: Competative prices. Send your 

want list.Mery Reynolds, PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Ols on, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

Send ads to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220 
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212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 



THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

21 Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 
















THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Address all official mail of the Virginia Numismatic Association to: 
Harry L. Ward, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
13004 Edgetree Court 
Midlothian, VA 23113 


All mail relating to the Virginia Numismatist should be addressed to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone; (804) 358-0525 


VNA ELECTED OFFICERS 


President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry, Falls Church, Virginia 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund, Richmond, Virginia 

Secretary-Treasurer.Harry L. Ward, Jr., Midlothian, Virginia 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn, Newport News, Virginia 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Brandon Blake.Petersburg, 

Raymond G. Haymaker, 1993.Huddleston, 

Keith A. Littlefield,.Annandale, 

Duane McSmith, 1992.Williamsburg, 

Robert M. New, 1992.Roanoke Rapids, North 

Mervyn H. Reynolds, 1993.Newport News, 

Michael J. Rost, 1992.Richmond, 

Ginnie S. Aldridge, Past President,'87-'89..Colonial Heights, 

Gregory E. Tucker, Past President, '89-'91.Richmond, 

James M. Beard, Past President,'92-'93.Lexington. 


Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Carolina 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 
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Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English • Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 



Catalogues by Subscription Only 


$45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 
$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


IUM. Simllie &(3 om*Iii<* 

V* • Established 1M) 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 















MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 


Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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upport for the hobby from 

NUMISMATIC NEWS 


COIN 


>W LISTINGS: 


IS provides free weekly 
because we know how 
to the hobby. Ours is the 
lit thorough listing of shows 

anywhere! 

Enthusiastic collectors, dealers, clubs and show 
promoters avoid show conflicts and plan their travel 
with this user-friendly directory. 

Here’s what one reader had to say: "Thank you 
for supporting the collector by continuing to publish the 
coin show schedule at no cost to coin clubs. To charge a fee for this 
service could be cost prohibitive to small clubs which sponsor coin 
shows and would deprive collectors from the information." 

- Michael M. Greenspan, Newark, NJ. - 

That’s not all! Twice a year our free Show & Auction Guide delivers valuable 
long-range planning information, up to a year in 
advance, in a handy pullout format. 

NUMISMATIC NEWS is ready and willing 
- * -■* * wKs&i- \ to S p reac j the word about your show. We 
sincerely encourage free show listings as 
one more way to help the hobby. 
Thousands of active hobbyists benefit 
from the service. Plus, subscribers also 
receive a free yearly club guide. Joining 
i or -- Mg® \ a club is an excellent way to learn more 

18a* 0 *? about your collecting specialty. 

' ' Be sure you don’t miss a single issue. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 
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700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 






ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

Va Page 
V2 Page 
Full Page 
Inside Front or 
Back Cover 
Outside Back 
Cover 


1-Time 1-Year 

$ 9.00 $ 42.50 
$14.00 $ 65.00 
$20.00 $ 95.00 

$25.00 $120.00 

$30.00 $140.00 


THE 

TIMIHIA 

HOMISMATIST 

Volume 30, No.4 
July, 1994 


(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, 13004 
Edgetree Ct., Midlothian, VA 
23113 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


By the time you read this the 1994 VNA convention in Roanoke will 
be only two months away. Bourse Chairman Will Camp reports that 
tables are selling well, and that we can look forward to a great line 
up of dealers. We're doing all that we can in the way of advertising, 
posting notices, etc. to ensure a large attendance, but we also need 
the help of the entire membership. First of all, do plan to attend. 
Second, you can help with word of mouth advertising by telling your 
non-member friends about the show, and urging then to come. A good 
project for clubs would be to organize a bus trip to Roanoke for the 
show. There's plenty of time left to do this, but don't put it off; 
September will be here before you know it. 

It's always sad to report deaths in the families of VNA members, 
and this year it seems that we've had more than in any time in recent 
memory. The Hon. George W. Ball of Princeton, N.J., distinguished 
statesman and financier, and father of Dr. Doug Ball, died on May 26. 
All who know Doug will,I'm sure,be thinking of him at this sad time, 
and on behalf of VNA I extend wannest sympathy to Doug and his brother 
John. 

This the first issue of the magazine to come without an envelope. 
It's also the convention issue, and you will remember that in past 
years we have enclosed the hotel reservation form and the ballot for 
the election of officers with the July issue. Since we can no longer 
do this, and to save on the cost of a separate mailing,the reservation 
form and ballot are printed on pages 5 and 7. There's also another 
ballot contained in this issue. The Board of Director, at its June 4 
meeting in Roanoke approved a number of amendments to the VNA constit¬ 
ution and by-laws. The proposed amendments must now be voted on by the 
membership. You'll find them on pages 10 and 11, with a ballot to be 
cut out and sent in along with the election ballot. Your vote on this 
is extremely important, so please cut out your ballots and send them 
in promptly. The constitution and by-laws were last amended in 1975, 
and I urge you to vote in favor of the amendments needed to bring them 
up to date. 

The board meeting on June 4 was my first visit to the Roanoke Air¬ 
port Marriott. To say it's attractive is an understatement; even with¬ 
out the convention it would be a great spot to spend a weekend, so hope 
to see lots of you there in September. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Steve Bennett 


* DUES * DUES * DUES * DUES * DUES * 

DOES * DOES * 

Junior Member.. 

.$2.00 

Regular Member.... 

.$7.00 

Club or Organization.. 

-$10.00 

PLEASE SEND TO: Harry L. Ward,Jr., 

Sec.-Treas. 

13004 Edgetree Ct, Midlothian, 

VA 23113 
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VNA CONVENTION NEWS 


The 1994 VNA Convention and Coin Show, our 36th, will be held for 
the first time ever in Roanoke, Va. The dates are Saturday, September 
24, through Sunday, Sept.25, 1994. The location is the Roanoke Airport 
Marriott at 2801 Hershberger Road NW, Roanoke, Virginia. The hotel is 
one mile south of the Roanoke Airport. To get there from 1-81 take the 
1-581 exit, and from 1-581 take exit 3W (Hershberger Rd.). You can 
see the hotel from the exit. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

The quarterly VNA business meeting will be held at 11:00 AM on Sat¬ 
urday, Sept., 24, 1994 at the Roanoke Airport Marriott Hotel. Room loc¬ 
ation will be announced. Certification of officer elections, plans for 
the 1995 convention, and other business will be considered.The meeting 
will be open to the public. 

BOURSE TABLES 

Rates for Bourse tables are: 

OPTION No.1...ONE REGULAR 8' TABLE WITH BACKUP (§ $145.00 
OPTION No.2...TWO REGULAR 8' TABLES WITH BACKUPS (§ $250.00 
OPTION No.3...ONE L-SHAPED CORNER TABLE WITH BACKUP f> $195.00 

Dealer setup time is 5:00-8:30 PM, Friday, 23 Sept. For contracts, 
or further information, contact Bourse Chairman Will Camp, P.0. Box 283 
Fishersville, VA 22939; telephone (703) 943-2267. 

BOURSE 

The bourse will open to the public at 10 a.m. on both days of the 
convention. Admission is free. As usual,The dealers will be offering a 
great selection of U.S., foreign and ancient coins plus tokens, paper 
money, medals, etc. Whatever your collecting interests may be, and 
whether you are a novice or a veteran collector, you can expect to 
find something you need for your collection. Don't fail to visit all 
of the tables,and, if you don't see what you're looking for, don't be 
shy about asking. Quite often the dealers will have more material with 
them than they have room to display. 

Bring some of your duplicates to sell or trade, as dealers are 
always looking to buy as well as sell. 

No insurance will be carried on either bourse materials or exhibits, 
but guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day in these two areas 
for the duration of the show. 

EXHIBITS 

Write to Exhibit Chairman James M. Beard, 317 Miller St., Lexington, 
VA 24450, or call him at (703) 463-5186 to obtain exhibit forms and 
reserve your space. To mount an exhibit takes quite a lot of work, but 
it also gives a lot of satisfaction, so plan to put in an exhibit in 
1994, and share your interests with others. 

Exhibitors are requested to bring their own display cases; however, 
VNA has a limited number of cases, which will be assigned on a first 
come first served basis. If you'll need a case, please let Jim Beard 
know as early as you possibly can. 

No insurance will be carried on exhibits, or bourse materials but 
guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day in these two areas for 
the duration of the show. 
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

YOUR HOTEL RESERVATION CARD IS PRINTED ON THE FACING PAGE. CUT IT 

OUT AND DON'T FAIL TO SEND IT IN PROMPTLY so you' 11 be sure of 
getting a room. The room rate is $72.00 per night, single or double. 
The hotel accepts small pets as guests. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM 

Again this year the convention program is contained in this expanded 
issue of THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST. Warmest thanks to all of our members 
and friends, both individuals and clubs, who have supported the 1994 
convention through their ads and patron listings. Special thanks to 
Neville Brugh (LM 13) for his generous donation. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST 

Following last year's successful Awards Breakfast, we will hold 
another this year. The 1994 Awards Breakfast, to be held at 8:00 AM on 
Sunday, Sept. 25, will be a buffet costing about $8.00; reservations 
will NOT be required. The newly elected officers will be installed and 
awards will be presented. Since you are going to have breakfast anyhow, 
come and socialize with old friends and make some new ones. 

RAG PICKERS GET TOGETHER 

The traditional annual get together of the paper money aficionados, 
affectionally known as "Rag Pickers",will be held Saturday evening at 
9:00 PM. Location will be announced.This group has no rules, officers, 
or dues. There's no formal agenda,but it's guaranteed to be entertain¬ 
ing. Lots of big names in the field of paper money,both collectors and 
dealers, will be on hand, and the wide-ranging discussions are always 
fascinating. Even if you have only a slight interest in paper money you 
will find it entertaining to attend, and you'll probably come away 
with a greater interest than you had before. 

VNA PUBLICATIONS 

The VNA books VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY, VIRGINIA TOKENS, and 
other VNA publications will be offered for sale at the registration 
desk. Buy them at the show and save on the shipping charge. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership applications will be available at the registration desk, 
and there's also an application blank on page 31 of this magazine. New 
members who join at the convention are paid up through the end of 1995, 
so urge your non-member friends to sign up. Members can pay their 1995 
dues at the registration desk, which will save VNA the trouble and 
expense of sending you a bill. 

COME AND HAVE FUN 

Come to Roanoke this September for a weekend of numismatic fun and 
fellowship. Bring your family along as well, for Roanoke has numerous 
interesting attractions to entertain spouses and kids while the 
numismatists are browsing on the bourse. The Center in the Square off 
1-581 downtown contains the historic Farmer's Market and the Roanoke 
Valley Historical Society and Museum with its collection of relics and 
memorabilia pertaining to the history of the region. There is also the 
Science Museum of Western Virginia with its simulated coal mine and 
Hopkins Planetarium featuring star shows and wide screen films. The Va. 
Museum of Transportation contains vintage steam locomotives and old 
cars and carriages. Dixie Caverns in nearby Salem (1-81, Exit 132) 
is also well worth a visit. 
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September 23 - 25,1994 


Name: 


All requests for reservations must be received by September 

Company: 


9, 1994. Special group rates and accommodations are based 

Address: 


on availability. 

City: 

State: Zip:.. 

Sharing room with 

Phone: 


_Single $ 72. — 1 bed 

For arrival on 

Depart on 

Double $ 72. _2 beds 

Triple $ 72. _Smoking 

All rooms are subject to 9.5 % tax. 

Quadruple $72. _Non-Smoking 

Guarantee by: 
Credit Card: 

rherk Amount: and forward first night’s deposit to guarantee your reservations. 

American Express: Master Card: Visa: Exp Date: Number:__-- 


PLEASE REMEMBER - Make your check or money order payable to the Roanoke Airport Marriott. Please do not send currency. 
Reservations will be held until 6:00pm unless guaranteed by one night’s deposit or an accepted credit card number and signature. 


In the event that a guaranteed reservation is not 
cancelled prior to 6:oopm on your arrival date, one 

Check in time: 
3:00pm 

Roanoke Airport Marriott 

2801 Hershberger Road, NWl 

night’s room and tax will be deducted from your 

Check out time: 

Roanoke, Virginia 24017 

deposit or billed through your credit card. 

12:00pm 

(703) 563-9300 





































Round Up Some Shrimp From The 
Biggest Spread In The Valley. 

Ulys Prime Rib & Shrimp Buffet $13 .95 
Friday & Saturday 6 -9 pm 

You’ve never seen a spread like the Prime Rib & Shrimp 
Buffet at Lily’s. Acres of tantalizing prime rib, peel &. eat 
shrimp, plus two additional equally enticing carved meats. 
Then lasso a plateful of savory vegetables and hearty salads - 
all you care to eat for $ 13 . 95 . 

So come to Lily’s for great service, casual atmosphere, 

and the finest spread 
of shrimp, beef and 
fixin’s in the Valley. 


In the Roanoke Marriott 
Exit 3W off I *581 
563'9300 

Reservation suggested. 
Full mem available. 







IN MEMORIAM 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION MOURNS 
THE PASSING OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 
DURING THE PAST YEAR 


ELLIS EDLCW 
1909 - 1993 


GEORGE E • MILLER 

1924 - 1993 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 1994 

Due to the new mailing procedure this year's ballot is printed in 
the magazine at the bottom of this page. The slate of candidates was 
reported by the Nominating Committee for offices whose current terms 
expire in September 1994. 

All members are urged to exercise their right to vote. Please cut 
out your ballot, mark it and return it promptly to the Secretary: 

Harry L. Ward, 13004 Edgetree Court, Midlothian, VA 22113. 

Even though we have only one candidate for each office your vote IS 
important. Each of the candidates has volunteered to SERVE VNA. Such 
people are becoming RR or maybe even RRR? they deserve our endorsement 
and support, so cut out your ballot, mark it and send it in TODAY. 


r 


1994 OFFICIAL BALLOT 1994 


For 1995-1996 

VIRGINIA NUPllSPlATlC ASSOCIATION 


Officers 

Secretary-Treasurer Harry L. Ward> Jr. 


□ 


Directors (Vote for Three) 

Henry Hawkins □ 

Duane McSmith (U 

Robert New FJ 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEV 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 

Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Va. Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

COPIES OF THIS PUBLICATION IVILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE 
CONVENTION IN ROANOKE. 





36th ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Friday, September 23 

5:00-8:30 PM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers Only 


Saturday, September 24 

9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to General Public 
11:00 AM - Meeting of VNA Board 
6:00 PM - Bourse Room Closed to All 
9:00 PM - "Rag Pickers" Get Together 


Sunday, September 25 

8:00 AM - Awards Breakfast 
9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to General Public 
5:00 PM - Bourse Closes - Convention Closes 


******** 


AWARDS BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

INVOCATION 


WELCOME & INTRODUCTION 


Les Winners 


BREAKFAST 


PRESENTATION OF EXHIBIT AWARDS.James M. Beard 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS.Les Winners 

PRESENTATION OF WALT MASON AWARD.Len Harsel 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
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Ballot for Changes to Constitution & Bylaws 

In accordance with Article IX of the Constitution, and with the endorsement and approval of the 
Board of Directors, the following proposed amendment changes to the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the Virginia Numismatic Association are hereby presented to the general membership for 
vote. Ballots will be tabulated not later than 30 days after publication, in accordance with Article 
!X. Please respond using the form included at the end of this ballot. _ 

Constitution 

ARTICLE IV 

SECTION 1. The elective officers of the Association shall be: President, 1 st Vice President, 2nd 
Vice President, all of whom shall serve two year terms, effective at the annual meeting in 1995. 
and the Secretary-Treasurer, who shall serve a two year term, effective at the annual meeting in 
1994. 

SECTION 2. Any individual member in good standing shall be eligible for the Board of Directors. 
Election or appointment to the offices of President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President and 
Secretary-Treasurer is restricted to individual members in good standing who are bona fide resi¬ 
dents of the State of Virginia. 

ARTICLE V 

SECTION 1. The Board of Directors shall consist of eleven individual members of this organiza¬ 
tion, in good standing. 

ARTICLE VI 

SECTION 2. The annual dues shall be: Member Clubs - $10.00, Regular Members - $8 00 
Members under 18 years of age - $2.00 and Life Members - $100.00, effective January 1,1995.’ 
SECTION 3. Applications for reinstatement or new membership shall be accompanied by the 
regular annual dues, and this will pay dues in full to the following December 31st. Any new 
application accepted between September 1st and December 31st will be paid in full throuqh 
December 31 st of the following year. 

ARTICLE VII 

SECTION 2. The above awards will be presented, when appropriate, at the annual convention. 

By-Laws 

ARTICLE I 

SECTION 1. The president shall preside at all meetings and be ex-officio member of all commit¬ 
tees. The president may appoint such committees as may be deemed necessary and may call 
special meetings when deemed in the best interests of the organization. The president shall act 
as Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

SECTION 2. The first Vice president shall preside in the absence of the president. 

SECTION 3. The second vice president shall perform such duties as the president may require. 
SECTION 4. The secretary-treasurer shall keep a written record of all meetings, will report the 
minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall receive and disburse ail funds in the 
treasury, reporting the status of the treasury at each annual and quarterly meeting of the Board of 
Directors. 

SECTION 5. (Deleted) 

SECTION 7. No elected or appointed officer or official of this organization shall receive remu¬ 
neration from the treasury for any service performed. They may be reimbursed for actual ex¬ 
penses incurred when approved by a simple majority vote of the Board of Directors. Said ex¬ 
penses may be filed on a quarterly basis at the Board of Directors meetings 

ARTICLE II 

SECTION 2. An election committee appointed by the president shall present a slate of candi¬ 
dates for all expiring elected offices not later than July 1 st of each year. During the period May 1 st 
through June 1 st, nominations may be accepted from any member in good standing. Names of 
all candidates will be published during the month of July and voted on by mail or at the annual 
convention meeting in September, by ballot. 
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SECTION 5. Eight additional directors will be nominated and elected for staggered two year 
terms in the same manner as the regular officers: Four in even numbered years and four in odd 
numbered years. The Office of Sec. - Treas. will be voted in even numbered years. 

SECTION 6. Vacancies occurring among the elected offices or the Board of Directors at times 
other than normal expiration of term of office shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Direc¬ 
tors, or at their option, by a special election conducted in the manner of a regular election, but at 
times other than those specified. All officers or directors so appointed or elected under this 
provision shall hold office for the remainder of the original term, unless the position is sooner 
vacated. Past President positions will be filled only by past presidents in good standing. 

ARTICLE III 

SECTION 1. Application for regular and junior membership shall be made to the secretary on the 
prescribed form and the applicant shall state their name, address, telephone number and collec¬ 
tion specialty. Each applicant must be recommended by a member of this association in good 
standing. Application for a junior membership shall contain year of birth. 

SECTION 2. Application for club membership may be made by any elected officer of that club to 
the secretary on the prescribed form and shall state the name of the club, the secretary-trea¬ 
surer’ name, address and telephone number. Each club must be recommended by a member of 
this association in good standing. 

SECTION 3. Application for life membership may be made by any individual member in good 
standing. 

SECTION 4. Names of all applicants for initial membership shall be published in the next regular 
issue of the “Virginia Numismatist’ following their receipt. They will become members in proba¬ 
tionary status upon receipt of their membership card and will become full members 30 days after 
the mailing date unless some adverse reaction is received. If adverse reaction is received, the 
member(s) in question will remain in probationary status until the Board of Directors resolves the 
issue. If membership is denied, any current year paid dues will be refunded. Any decision 
reached by the Board of Directors is final. Applicants previously denied membership are not 
eligible for re-application except by written request to and approval of the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE IV 

SUSPENSIONS, EXPULSIONS and REMOVAL 

SECTION 4. Any Officer or Director who upon fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the 
Board of Directors or fails to maintain membership in good standing may be immediately removed 
from office by a simple majority vote of the remaining Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE V 

SECTION 3. No member shall incur any expense in the name of the Virginia Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation except the president and the secretary-treasurer, who may incur any valid expense not to 
exceed one hundred dollars. Any expenditure to exceed that amount must receive the approval of 
the Board of Directors. 

SECTION 8. The membership roster (present or past) shall not be divulged or released to any 
party other than the Board of Directors for use in performance of their official duties only. The 
membership roster with associated names and addresses shall not be disclosed to anyone ex¬ 
cept to the secretary-treasurer and the editor of the "Virginia Numismatist” and may by necessity 
include any company hired to assist in VNA mailings. 
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• 911 "G" STREET 

• HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23661 

• (804) 244-6800 

• FAX: (804) 247-9431 

• 1-800-292-2091 






GEORGE W. BALL 

1910-1994 

The Hon. George W. Ball of Princeton, N.J., father of VNA member 
Dr. Douglas B. Ball, died on May 26, 1994 in New York. 

During World War II Mr. Ball directed the Strategic Bombing Survey 
and later served as undersecretary of state in both the Kennedy and 
Johnson administrations. In 1967 he was nominated by Pres. Johnson to 
be ambassador to the United Nations, and served in that post for one 
year. In 1969 he joined the Wall Street investment banking firm Lehman 
Brothers Kuhn Loeb, where he served as senior managing director until 
his retirement in 1982. He will be remembered in Virginia for his many 
gifts of currency and related material to the Museum of the Confederacy. 

VNA extends most sincere sympathy to Doug and his brother John. 


VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE 1994 CONVENTION 


Ginnie Aldridge 
Dave & Theresa Armstrong 
Dr. Doug Ball 
The Hon. George W. Ball 
Steve & Yoko Bennett 
Brandon Blake 
Chris & Katie Bishoff 
Bob Brennan 
Neville Brugh 
Grace Brugh 
Bob Bunn 
Jean Bush 
Joe Bush 
Joel Cherry 
Pete Controvich 
Bob Custer 
Corbett B. Davis 
Ben Duncan 

Gene & Kathryn Elliott 
Larry Engle 
Richard Evans 
Bob Gaudlitz 
Steve Goldsmith 
Jeremy Graham 
Jimmy Glass 
Barbara Hannah 
Billy Hannah 
Forest W. Hannah 
Frank Hannah 
Marge Hannah 
Len Harsel 
Charlie Halloway 
Del Haymaker 
Ray Haymaker 
Pete Hite 


Diana Herzog 
John Herzog 
Mary Herzog 
James A. Johnson, Jr. 

Richard Jone 
Ellen Littlefield 
Katie Littlefield 
Sam Littlefield 
Chuck Love 
Gene Lunsford 
Ron Mirr 

Col. A. Weems McFadden. 
Ron McDowell 
Bob New 
Myrt New 
John Nunn 
R. Phelger 
Mai & Emily Powell 
Ashley P. Ramirez 
Jessica E. Ruehrmund 
Shauna R. Ruehrmund 
Sophie S. Ruehrmund 
Jerry & Ruthie Schmidt 
Guy R. Swanson 
Ted & Evie Tarr 
Thomas D. Taylor 
Louise & Luther Tickle 
Bob Walter 
Reed Walton 
Bill Wilkerson 
Enmett G. Yonce 
Chad Young 

A Friend in New York 
A New York Friend 
Another New York Friend 
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POTTING ON TOE DOG 


by Sophie S. Ruehnnund 

I expect that by now many of you know who I am, and may even have 
read at least one of the articles I've done for this magazine. For 
those who don't know me, allow me to introduce myself: my name is 
Sophie, and I'm Jim's miniature schnauzer. Sometimes when no one sends 
in anything for him to publish, I step in to fill the gap by providing 
an article on seme aspect of doggy numismatics. If you're wondering 
how a tiny schnauzer can do anything like this,I'll point out that I 
have a great deal of experience, having been closely associated with 
a numismatist almost all my life. I recently heard someone claim that 
schnauzers rank well down on the dog intelligence scale, but don't you 
believe a word of it. We've more than enough smarts for this kind of 
thing,and besides, my motto has always been,"cute beats smart any day”. 

But I digress, let's get back to numismatics. In my very first 
article back in '89, in which I wrote about an antique Russian dog 
license tag, I noted that dog tags are a much neglected branch of 
numismatics, and urged people to start collecting them. Shortly after 
that article appeared I got a letter Ginnie Aldridge, then president 
of VNA, telling me that she had a sizeable collection of dog tags. We 
decided that it would be mighty nice for us to visit Ginnie to see her 
collection, and do an article on it. One thing and another delayed 
our trip for almost five years, but we finally made it this past March. 

It was a beautiful early spring day when Jim told me we were going 
to Colonial Heights to see Ginnie. I'd no idea where Colonial Heights 

is, but I jumped for joy?if there's any¬ 
thing I do enjoy, it's riding in the car. 
After a delightful drive we got to the 
Aldridge house, were warmly greeted by 
Ginnie and Sam, and went in to see the 
collection. 

Ginnie keeps her dog tags in a big 
notebook with plastic pages, and boy oh 
boy, does she ever have a collection! She 
has about 350 tags and often adds new 
ones. There were tags from over 100 years 
ago to ones from last year, and most of 
the years in between. Ginnie also likes 
rabies tags and cat license tags. She has 
only three of the latter, so I promised 
to get Sheker, our cat, to contribute her 
'94 Richmond cat tag when it expires next 
year. Yes, my city now licenses cats;can 
you think of anything more outrageous? 
Their avarice knows no bounds,and before 
long they'll probably start taxing gold¬ 
fish and gerbils too. 

Dog tags come in many shapes:circles, 
ovals,shields,bells,stars and even butter- 
flys. There are also ones in the shape of 
a numeral denoting the year of issue.This 
enabled dog catchers (an unsavory set of 
people) to tell from a distance if a dog 
had a current tag. Interestingly enough, 
the early tags ccxne in much the same 
variety of shapes that the new ones do. 
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Ginnie showed me 
her collection 








Petersburg, Va., 1894 


Sussex Co., Va.,1908 


The chief differences are that the old ones generally have a slot or a 
single hole, and were meant to be hung on the collar; new ones have 
two holes so they can be attached with rivets. Most of the old ones are 
of brass while the new ones are of aluminum, often anodized in colors. 

Here's a collecting field to challenge those who have been bitten 
by the collecting bug. Dog license tags have been issued for well over 
a hundred years, and when you consider how many cities, towns and 
counties our country has, you'll realize that the field is vast indeed. 
Furthermore, several thousand new issues come out every year. 



Baltimore, Md., 1922 Petersburg, Va. 1912 


Foreign countries also have dog tags, but unlike coins and tokens, 
the supply of foreign dog tags here is practically nil. Do any of our 
readers have any? 

There are several ways you can collect dog tags. Most beginners, I 
guess, start by collecting any tags they can get. You can, if you wish, 
specialize in one or more states, cities or counties. It's impossible 
to get them all, but that doesn't bother dedicated dog tag collectors 
who collect for the sheer joy of it,just as coin collectors used to do. 

With dog tags cost isn't a big factor. Many can be had for a dollar 
or less, and the priciest ones don't go much over $20. People will 
often give them to you, a price that's hard to beat. Some of you may 
scoff at the very idea of collecting dog tags, but stop and think 
about it for a moment. They are issued for the sole purpose of 
licensing dogs; there are no proofs, "special collector editions", 
commemoratives and suchlike junk designed to tap the collector's 
pocketbook;you don't have to mess with nit picking grading standards; 
and, best of all,it's a field that's mercifully free of speculators. 
How long has it been since coin collecting was like that? 

I've learned that the Roanoke Airport Marriott accepts small pets 
as guests. I'm a small pet, so I plan to attend the convent ion. Hope to 
see lots of you there,but don't expect me to talk;I only talk to Jim. 
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SEARCH IS ON FOR THOMAS JEFFERSON'S COINS 


The American Numismatic Association, the U.S. Mint and the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial Foundation have launched a search for more than 300 
coins, tokens and medals once owned by Thomas Jefferson. Some of the 
material was collected by Jefferson during his international travels 
while serving as envoy and minister to France between 1784 and 
1789. Other items were acquired after his return to this country. 

In 1806, during his second term as president, Jefferson presented 
his coin collection to the American Philosophical Society of 
Philadelphia. In 1967 the society, apparently not realizing that 
some of the material had once been owned by Jefferson, sold its numis¬ 
matic holdings to Seymour Moss, a Philadelphia antiquarian dealer 
whose shop was on South 18th Street. 

Unfortunately, the society's records do not clearly distinguish 
between the coins given by Jefferson and those received from other 
donors, but the following items are known to have been Jefferson's: 

- 5 British copper coins of George III of the 1790s, 2 British trade 
tokens and 5 British historical medals. 

- 37 French Bourbon, revolutionary and Napoleonic coins, 15 French 
medals and 2 French tokens. 

- 150 Roman Imperial bronze coins representing 59 rulers ranging from 
Caesar Augustus to Theodosius I. 

Seymour Moss died sometime in the 1970s, and the trail is now cold, 
but the ANA, the Mint and the Jefferson Foundation are anxious to 
locate as much of the Jefferson material as possible and exhibit it at 
the ANA convention, the ANA Money Museum and at Jefferson's home, 
Monticello. The ANA is offering free 1 year memberships to anyone who 
can lend any of the Jefferson items and have them authenticated by the 
ANA Money Museum. Such material must match descriptions of items that 
could have been part of Jefferson's gift to the American Philosophical 
Society, and must be documented to have passed through the hands of 
dealer Seymour Moss in 1967. 

For further information about the search, contact Debbie Andrews at 
The RTC Group, 3050 K Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20007. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB WILL HOLD FALL SHCW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Fall Coin Show Dec.3-4, 
1994 at the Augusta Expoland, 1-64 Exit 91 (Fishersvilie), the same 
location as their show last March, for information on tables, contact 
Bourse Chairman James A. Ryder, 806 Mona Circle, Staunton, VA 24401, 
telephone (703) 886-4606. The Shen. Valley Club always puts on a good 
show, so mark Dec. 3-4 on your calendar and plan to attend. 

VIRGINIA COIN DEALERS 
SEMI-ANNUAL COIN AND PAPER MONEY SHCW 

Dave Ripley of the Connections Coin Company has projected a semi¬ 
annual two day coin and paper money show for Richmond, to be held at 
the Henrico Mini Mall, 4000 Mechanicsville Turnpike. The first show, 
held April 30-May 1, was quite an enjoyable affair. The second is 
slated for Sat. & Sun., 15-16 Oct. Dealer participation is limited to 
Virginia dealers in U.S. & foreign coins, paper money, etc., and 
supplies for coin & paper money collectors (no sports, jewelry, etc.) 
Main aisle tables are $25 per day; all others are $20 per day, and 
security will be provided. For further information contact Dave Ripley 
Connections Coin Co., 4000 Mechanicsville Turnpike, Richmond, VA 23223. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 3rd.Wednesdays. The 
July and August meetings will be held at the Lee Center 1108 Jefferson 
St. in Alexandria. In June they held a member bourse, followed by an 
auction sale 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd. Wednesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th Tuesdays at the 
YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St. in Richmond. In May Ted Tarr led a 
discussion on grading, and in June they held their quarterly auction. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd Monday of each month in Room B of 
the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Mondays in Fishers- 
ville at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr, at 7:30 PM. 
At the June meeting they held an suction sale, and discussed plans for 
their fall coin show to be held at Augusta Expoland Dec. 3-4. For 
further information see the notice on page 16 of this issue. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on the 2nd. Wednesday each month at the 
Lake Wright Motor Hotel on Northampton Blvd., Va. Beach. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 3rd Monday of 
each month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. The club held 
its annual banquet on Saturday,May 21. New officers were installed and 
Lt.Col.John Curry spoke on the 17th century settlement at Mulberry 
Island, site of today's Fort Eustis. Congratulations to Merv Reynolds 
who receives his ANA 50 year award at the convention in Detroit. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W.,Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
The WNS does not meet in the months of June, July and August. 


SHERWOOD COINS 

BUY • SELL • APPRAISALS 

Coins • Paper Money • Collectibles • Gold & Silver Investments 
M.H. "Merv” Reynolds, ANA R10550 
14405 Old Courthouse Way (Denbigh), Newport News, VA 
TEL: (804) 874-6921 HOURS: Mon-Fri 11-6; Sat 10-4 
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COLLECT .he COLLECTABLE i. s an INVESTMENT 

“IF YOU CAN’T COMPLETE THE SERIES INTO A SET ALL YOU 

REALLY HAVE IS A BUNCH OF EXPENSIVE COINS!” 

Jnvea taunt duaiUtf Coma 

* Siging Cagtea and Jndian dents 1857 to-1909 * 59pas 
COMPLETE SETS FROM $600.00 TO $12,000.00 
* Walking Mextg Malf Dalton _ 1916 to 1947 *65pas 

COMPLETE SETS FROM $350.00 TO $215,000.00 

"WE ARE ALWAYS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY 
(215) 542-9935 VNA-ANA-F.U.N 

J.B. and D.W. WILLS BUST HALVES 1794-1836 

107 MACKLENBURG DR. CARSON CITY DOLLARS 

PENLLYN, PA. 19422 MODERN COIN SETS 

AVAILABLE 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (8041 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 


















Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY MEMBER OF AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 




5411 Williamson Rd. N.E. 
(Happy's Flea Market) 
Roanoke, Va., 24012 

703-362-4437 


Hours 

9-4 Saturdays 9-4 Sundays 

_ _ - - - - 

Emmett Vo nee, Owner 

Member: VNA-ANA-NONA 




























THE 

SALEM COIN CLUB 


WELCOMES 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


To The 

ROANOKE VALLEY 


***************************** 


SALEM COIN CLUB, INC. 


FOUNDED IN 1960 

AS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 


MEETS THE SECOND 
MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
AT 7:30 P.M. 

IN THE SALEM CIVIC CENTER 


VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME 
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WILL CAMP 

CAMP’S RARE COINS 

P. O. BOX 283 

FISHERSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22939 

(703) 943-CAMP 

BUYING & SELLING 

SERVING AMERICA’S COLLECTORS 
FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


Jul.27-31 

Detroit, MI 

Cobo Hall 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Aug.6-7 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 

COIN CLUB SHOW 

Aug 19-21 

Dalton, GA 

Northwest Georgia Trade Center 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOC. 

Sep.9-11 

Fayetteville, NC 

Holiday Inn Bordeaux 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMIS 
ASSOC. 

Sep.24-25 

Roanoke, VA 

ROANOKE AIRPORT MARRIOTT 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

Sep.23-25 

Chattanooga, TN 

Day's Inn, East Ridge 

TENNESSEE ST. NUMIS. 
SOCIETY 

Nov.5-6 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 

COIN CLUB SHOW 

Nov.25-27 

Springfield, VA 

Holiday Inn Express, 1-95 & 1-495 

D.C. METRO COIN 

SHOW 


******* 


APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

'Die following persons have applied for membership in the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, and will become members within 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice unless some adverse reaction is received, 
in which case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors 


Applicant Sponsor 

Robert T. Gaudlitz, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Richard K. Lynch, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

David W. Ripley, Sandston, Virginia. Jim Ruehrmund 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 

Robert J. Balas Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 
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Compliments of the 

Richmond Coin Club 

Established 1940 

The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Signet Bank Building, 7 North Eighth Street, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Visitors are always welcome. 


BRASS GLASS COUNTRY KITCHEN LINENS 

Something lor Everyone 

DELRAYS Antiques, Collectibles & Crafts 

Shop at Lee's Emporium - Moneta 

At home by Appointment. 

2 mi. past State Park, off Rt 626 on 1301 

Dell & Ray Haymaker 

115 Gross Point Drive Phone: (703) 297-5898 

Huddleston, VA 24104 VA Tax ID 001-14070117 


Compliments of 

MARJORIE & JIM BEARD 
NUMISMATISTS 

U. S. & CANADIAN COINS - CARNIVAL GLASS 
317 MILLER STREET - LEXINGTON. VIRGINIA 24450 









THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
HANDMADE COUNTRY CRAFTS 

BUY — SELL — TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

106-B West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861 -6449 














TEMPTATION - Jewelry and Collectibles 

Specialists in - 

Estate, Unusual and Quality Reproduction Jewelry 
Coins and Currency (US, Foreign and Confederate) 

Old Stock Certificates and Other Paper Memorabilia 
Located in The Antique Gallery - 3140 W. Cary Street and 
West End Antiques Mall, 6504 Horsepen Road 
Dick and Bobbie Lynch (804) 282-2926 


^CLriici/jujd^ in, ~ 

THE VNA PROFESSIONAL PATRON PROGRAM 

3he VJM i*, in the (Mvrtu/fx, 'Jxhavt of, the, < J*rofe**ionaL 5°a iron 3Vayram. 

She, 'jxroy/ram will 4c ajxen to all Lu*ine**ee and individiude that wieJx, ui/fx/^xori 
<%u/n organisation arw/ auuu*t in Jireeerviny. the, jx/royram* and educational e/n“ 
deavor* thajt we 'jxer*ue. 58u&ine**e* and vndividuah may, partieipaie in the, jProfe*,~ 
xlojux! IPatron U^voyram with a mcni/mun donation of twenty,~five dollar*, A cjualc m 
fyiny donation will entitle the, donerto: 

1. Receive tbe Virginia Numismatist for tbe remainder of tke year in wbicb tbe donation wot received. 
Tbit may be tent to any individual, business, school or library tbe doner wishes. 

2. They will receive an advertisement in tbe Virginia Numismatist in tbe Professions! Patron area to 
be placed in tbe first issue after donation. 

3. Tbe doner will receive a decal denoting tbe year ef donation and indicating that they are a VNA 
Professional Patron. Tbe decal will be suitable for use in store or display windows. 

4. Tbe dener will be entitled ta early admission to VNA participating shews if early admission is 
available to VNA members (starting in 1995). 

5. Tbe dener will be listed in tbe Professional Patron area in tbe Va. Numismatist Magaiine far 
remainder ef tbe year ef donation (1995). 

6. Tbe dener will be listed on tbe Prefessienal Patron Beard at tbe registration area ef VNA shews 
(starting with 1995 shews). 

AIL monce*, received far then, ^xrayram will 4c placed in cl s/pccuxl fund in which the, 
p,rindpai will 4c remain preserve<1 tend iniere<U earned well 4c placed in the, ycrv“ 
e ral treasury,. (Over time,, u/<, that cue, can uccu/mulate enough interest yenerat“ 

i/ny principal ta not depend ouv heavily, an our rnemberdvip due* and ta allow u*> ta 
farye ahead inta area* that earn member*, miyht have an iniereni. 3hi* prayram 
althouyh naevyu*t lUariiny cuili consider any, donation* received throuyh 133d an, 
Leiny current throuyh 1333. 3f any, member ha* a hu*ime**e* you, thi/nJc mould 
a**uU thi* prayram, plea*e contact the secretary Hrea*urer. 


^or more detail*,, plea*e write ta 

VNA, C/O Harry L. Ward, 13004 Edgetree Ct, Midlothian, Va. 23113 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 


* Ad/ * j^yyicu&ed 



Larry Engle, President 


ANA 

119 1/2 West Main Street 

VNA 

P. O. Box 553 

NGC 

- Charlottesville, VA 22903 


(804) 979-9172 


Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


WANTED: VIRGINIA 

TOKENS & MEDALS, 

also MILK BOTTLE CAPS OF ALL STATES 

PAGE MANN 

P.O. Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684 
Telephone (804) 220-2077 

AVA NSCA TAMS(LM) VMA(LM) DWMC ATCO ATCA 


Fredericksburg Virginia Wanted: 

Obsolete scrip, tokens, postcards, old stoneware 
crocks/jugs, bill heads, bonds, documents, etc. 

Keith Littlefield 

3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
(703) 354-9544 


WILLIAMSBURG COIN & STAMP 

• Coins • Supplies • Baseball Cards • 

• Medals & Decorations • Stamps • Etc. • 

323B Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
Telephone (804) 229-5544 

OPEN MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS 






N& WSALVAGE, INC. 

Salvage and Surplus Merchandise Bought and Sold 
NEAL A. CHIAPPA, PRESIDENT 
319 W. Williamsburg Road, Sandston, Va., 23150 

804-737-0279 FAX 737-0348 


Best Wishes 

from 

GEORGE and WILMA SANDY 

Milpitas, California 


Is Life Membership in the VNA for Yon ????? 

Give the gift that keeps on giving. Life membership in the VNA is a twofold gift. One gift is 
to yourself - Your dues are paid up for life (the $75. one time payment will pay for itself in 
10.7 years at current dues rates, after that - you’re saving money). And, no more annual 
dues notices !!!! The other gift is to the VNA - Your dues are placed in a special fund in 
which the VNA treasury uses the interest only on your dues for the lifetime of the VNA. The 
principal amount keeps on giving year after year. Life membership rates may increase on 
Jan 1,1995 if proposed increases are ratified. Take a moment to think about our future. 

Aet NOW. Help yourself. Help the VNA. 





WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

Meets at 7:30 P.M. on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month 
at the 

WASHINGTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
3526 Mass. Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

(does not meet in July & August) 

For information write to: 

HARRINGTON E. MANVILLE, President 

4509 49th Street, N.W., Washington, DC. 20016 


A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcome 
to all who attend VNA's 
Thirty-Sixth Annual Convention 
from 

Ginnie Aldridge 

Past President, 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


GREETINGS to VNA 

from 

Frank and Marge Hannah 

Hampton, Virginia 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 

Dick Coltrane 

P.O. Box 2024 
Newport News, Va. 23609 

_ 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 5 US coins graded & in 2X2s,$2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list. 

Larry W. Rowland, L.C.C.,PO Box 4392, Danville, VA 24540-0107 ___ 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks, Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704) 633-517 7- 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _____ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va.tax) 

Dorsey A.Howard,PO Box 418,Chesterfield,VA 23832-0418; (804 ) 796-7954 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 

THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 

Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 ____— 

WANTED: DAV miniature license tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave.,Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: Notes with full S.C. UPHAM imprint. 

Sam Roakes, 281 Rustic Ridge Drive, Kennesaw, GA 30144 - - 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '93 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 504: each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 ___ 

FOR SALE: Virginia milk bottle caps.Most 504: each.Send SASE for list. 
Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-20?7^ — 

WANTED: Yorktown, Va. medals, tokens, exonumia and other memorabilia. 

C. Franklin Moore, 160 Winding Way, Lancaster, PA 17602 - 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ _ 

WANTED: Bicentennial $2 bills stamped and postmarked April 13 or 
July 4, 1976, and April 13, 1993.Paying $3 to $3.50 and up.Write to: 
David Consolvo, Route 1, Box 310, Covesville, VA 22931 _._ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 

icates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 

Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW , Australia_ 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: Competative prices. Send your 

want list.Merv Reynolds, PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 _ 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA members: Send your free ad of up to 30 words (not including name & 

address) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

Ads will be run in three issues, and may be renewed. Ads must be typed 
or printed. Only one ad per person per issue can be accepted. 

IF YOU'RE SEEKING SOMETHING OR HAVE STUFF TO SELL, SEND IN AN AD 
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Best Wishes for a Great Show 

Larry White 

LM 35 


HENRY HAWKINS 

Rt. 11, Box 190 
Harrisonburg, Va. 22801 
(703) 433-2223 


(2o[[catox of d\/[ EX C fiant tok fxom cHaxxi^onfjux^ and 
<zf\?oc&ingliam County, CdSczrf' ^EjzozLioxjj c^/^ECEijit^ j-xom 
czHaxxizonfcuxg, <^Afationaf Cuxxency j-xom ^diaxxi^onfjux^ and 
!Bx oaclivaij, (Q/ra ottiz fxom tcHaziiionljuxcj and ocizincjfiam 
downtij. 


NUMISMATIST-PHILATELIST 

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ROBERT M. NEW 

P.O.Box 1124 

Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 27870 
(919) 308-0554 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - 43656 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - LM 16 
NORTH AROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - LM36 
SOUTH AROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - LM84 
AMERICAN PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION -139166 
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BEST WISHES TO VNA 

from 

Jim and Elsie Ruehrmund 


ARE YOU A VNA MEMBER? 

If not, use this application and join 
at the convention; your first year's 
membership will extend to the end of 1995. 
NOTE: regular dues will rise to $8 in 1995 

If you are already a member, use 
this application to sign up a friend 


Regular $7.00 year Junior $2.00 year 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Make checks payable to VNA and mail to Secretary 

Name___—-—- 

Address_______ 

City___ State_ Zip- 

Collecting Specialty - ---- 

Name of your Club __—--- 

Sponsored by_._— VNA No- 


Applicants Signature 

VNA (JSE ONLY 

Date Received _ Date Approved - 

Number Assigned _ Dues Received - 
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TOE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


Address all official mail of the Virginia Numismatic Association to: 
Harry L. Ward, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
13004 Edgetree Court 
Midlothian, VA 23113 


All mail relating to the Virginia Numismatist should be addressed to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone; (804) 358-0525 


VNA ELECTED OFFICERS 


President.Stephen Bennett, III, Prince George, Virginia 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry, Falls Church, Virginia 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund, Richmond, Virginia 

Secretary-Treasurer.Harry L. Ward, Jr., Midlothian, Virginia 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn, Newport News, Virginia 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Brandon Blake.Petersburg, 

Raymond G. Haymaker, 1993.Huddleston, 

Keith A. Littlefield,.Annandale, 

Duane McStaith, 1992.Williamsburg, 

Robert M. New, 1992.Roanoke Rapids, North 

Mervyn H. Reynolds, 1993.Newport News, 

Michael J. Rost, 1992.Richmond, 

Ginnie S. Aldridge, Past President,'87-*89..Colonial Heights, 

Gregory E. Tucker, Past President, '89-'91.Richmond, 

James M. Beard, Past President,'92-'93.Lexington. 


Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Carolina 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 

Virginia 
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Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 



Catalogues by Subscription Only 


$45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 
$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 


CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


IUM. Simllie 

A3 * Established I m) 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
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RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23220 
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upport for the hobby from 

NUMISMATIC NEWS 



nu COIN SHOW LISTINGS! MMhi 

Only NUMISMATIC NEWS provides free weekly 
listings of coin shows, because we know how 
Important shows are to the hobby. Ours is the 
largest and most thorough listing of shows 
anywhere! 

Enthusiastic collectors, dealers, clubs and show 
promoters avoid show conflicts and plan their travel 
with this user-friendly directory. 

Here’s what one reader had to say: “Thank you 
for supporting the collector by continuing to publish the 
coin show schedule at no cost to coin clubs. To charge a fee for this 
service could be cost prohibitive to small clubs which sponsor coin 
shows and would deprive collectors from the information ." 

- Michael M. Greenspan, Newark, NJ. - 

That’s not all! Twice a year our free Show & Auction Guide delivers valuable 
long-ranse planning information, up to a year in 
advance, in a handy pullout format. 

NUMISMATIC NEWS is ready and willing 
to spread the word about your show. We 
sincerely encourage free show listings as 
one more way to help the hobby. 
Thousands of active hobbyists benefit 
from the service. Plus, subscribers also 
receive a free yearly club guide. Joining 
a club is an excellent way to learn more 
about your collecting specialty. 

Be sure you don’t miss a single issue. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 



numismatic il&WS 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ V%0 W W 


700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 







ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Tlme 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

7IE0IHIA 

HPMISMATIST 

Volume 30, No.5 
September, 1994 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, 13004 
Edgetree Ct., Midlothian, VA 
23113 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


Depending on the whims of the postal service, you may or may 
not receive this issue before our convention, September 24-25. 

The show is going to be a great one. Bourse Chairman Will Camp 
has done a stellar job of lining up dealers, and we're expect¬ 
ing a sellout. Will reports that last minute cancellations may 
make a couple of tables available, so if you'd like to put in 
for one, give him a call at 703-943-2267. 

This year's roster of dealers looks very choice. We have them 
coming from twenty states, as far north as Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, as far south as Florida and as far west as Missouri 
and Louisiana. Here's your chance to inspect the stock of a lot 
of dealers you've probably never met before. Good hunting! 

I'm especially pleased with the cordial support that our first 
show in Roanoke has received from the clubs in the area. Sincere 
thanks to one and all, both clubs and individuals,for all of the 
ads, patron listings and cash contributions. 

This year's convention will also feature some educational 
sessions designed to broaden our numismatic horizons. Do make 
plans to attend them.Times,piaces and subjects will be announced 
at the convention. 

Here's a change in the schedule of convention events. The 
meeting of the VNA Board of Directors will be held at 6:00 FM 
on Saturday, after the bourse has closed. We're doing this in 
order to give more members, both dealers and collectors, an 
opportunity to attend. I hope that lots of you will come and 
favor us with your ideas and conments. I guarantee that the 
meeting will be over by 7:00 PM. 

VNA is always looking for new members, and the annual con¬ 
vention and coin show offers a prime opportunity for getting 
them. The great advantage in joining at the convention is that 
the new member's dues are paid up through the end of the follow¬ 
ing year. I ask each of you to talk up VNA to your non-member 
friends at shows, club meetings, or wherever you see them, and 
urge them to join. During the coming year I challenge each one 
of you to introduce at least one new member to VNA. If you don't 
have an application blank, a supply will be available at the con- 
ntion, and you can also use the blank on Page 31 of the July 
issue of the magazine. Even if you don't like to cut up your copy 
of the magazine, don't hesitate to use it. You can get another 
at the convention where they'll be handed out as programs. 

I have just learned of the death last May of another long time 
VNA member, Mrs. Doris Mustain of Newport News. Doris faithfully 
stuffed and addressed the mailing envelopes for THE VIRGINIA 
NUMISMATIST from the first issue in 1965 until her retirement 
last April. Sad to say, she passed away just three weeks later. 
Her obituary appears on page 11, and VNA extends deepest sympathy 
to her family. 

On a lighter note, Sophie, the numismatic schnauzer, has in¬ 
formed me that while at the convention she will be pleased to 
autograph copies of the July issue with her article on dog tags. 

I look forward to seeing lots of you in Roanoke. 

Yours Sincerely, 


Steve Bennett 
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From the Desk of: 

The Secretary/Treasurer 


In an attempt to keep you more up to date on what comes across my desk 
in the day to day workings of the VNA, I hope to make this column a 
regular event in our Va. Numismatist. Feedback helps - Please write. 

General Information 

Results of the voting for Constitution & ByLaw changes are in. Vote is in 
favor of the changes published. Changes are adopted effective August 5th per 
Constitution, Article IX, Section 2. 

Our last Board of Directors meeting was June 4th in Roanoke. Highlights 
were: 

Constitution & ByLaw chin July issue (VN). 

Election committee><fsmess was discussed wittk^esults published in the 
form of a ballot in the^my issue (VN). 

Will Camp (Bodrse Chairman - 94 Show) brought everyone up to date on 
the status of the annual show. (Everyone attending this years’ show should take 
a moment to saVthanks to the show committee - they’re doing tftereat job). 

There way a general discussion regarding offer by Blue Ridgd Numismatic 
Association to/co-host a spring show. This item is open. 

One app ication for life membership was approved by vote. 

Proposa for ’’Professional Patron Plan” was approved after dilcussion. 

General P jlicy Manual for Officers and Directors discussion. Td be drafted 
sometime this Vail. Item Open. 

VNA property and inventory list discussed. Trying to locj 
members may have in their possession. If you can help with th^ 

Many other Hems discussed - space precludes printing nc 


items that 
- Please do. 




New Members 

The following applicants wilPhacatna full rpemkrtirs 30 days after date of this 
mailing date unless adverse reaction is received by the Board of Directors. 
Applicant Sponsor 

Terry L. Brockwell, Midlothian, Va. Ray Haymaker 

Ronald G. Young, Roanoke Rapids, N.C. Robert New 

James A. Harmon, Newport News, Va. Mervyn Reynolds 

Dues Information 

Junior Member..$ 2.00 Regular Member..S 7.00 

Club Membership...$ 10.00 Life Membership.$75.00 

Please Mail To: VNA 

C/O Harry L. Ward Jr. 

13004 Edgetree Ct. 

Midlothian, Va. 23113 
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IHERE'S PLENTY of ACTION in VIRGINIA 

£^fii'ifr^si-r t sL’ris jj's’^rs-r&r* 

«£« some ' or°al 1 ^of"these ZHT *** * 

Many thanks to Clarence Armstrong, Shen. Valley Club- June 

SSS?iS!S 3?J5SJT—“* - 


TRI CLUB AUCTION SALE 


TIDEWATER COIN CLOB SHOW 


The Tidewater Coin 
Sunday, October 22-23 
For information write 
23501, or call him at 


Club will hold a Fall Coin Show Saturday and 
at the Virginia Beach Pavilion in Va. Beach. 

a t ° M ! 1COlm P-O. Box 1145, Norfolk, VA 

804-481-2677 (H) or 804-627-1095 (W). 


PIEDMONT COIN CLOB FALL SHOW 

Sunday, P October 29-30^^ • h0l f, its Fal1 °° in Show Saturday and 
US220 North For informaf lns y l lle< Va., at the Show Building on 

r? i ss^ t ir2“ 7 ? bles ' ,ri “ to Riai * 


SALEM COIN CLOB FALL SHOW 

S f r lem S ln c C1Ub Wil1 hold its Fal1 C°in Show Saturday and 

For Info ^^ ion Building,710 Ip^rson 
or 703-992-5331 (night" 0911 B “ Dett Y ° nCe ' 703 -981-2871 (day) 


3JENAND0AH VALLEY COIN CLUB SHOWS 

Show^Saturdav^and Sfa* 7 ^ ^ Wil1 h ° ld itS Fal1 Coin and StM P 
^64 Sit PI 7 ^ 3-4 at Augusta Boland, Route 608 & 

thei^orino'inf ^ V ^ -', Va - ™ ey have also announced the dates for 

1995 For infnr^H^ 1 ^ *** held at Augusta Expoland, March 3-4, 

Armstrong 610^"^* ° n c f lther of these shows, write to Clarence A. 
S>86-1096 Staunton, VA 24401,or you can call him at: 
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THE NEW YORK WATER WORKS NOTES 

by Jim Ruehnnund 

The notes issued between 1774 and 1776 by the City of New York to 
finance a water supply system are about the only remaining relics o 
what was certainly the most ambitious and progressive civic project 
in colonial America. In 1774 no American city had a municipal, water 
supply system, but New York urgently needed something of the kin . 
Already one of America's major cities, its population of at»ut 
22,000 had to rely on wells and springs for ^er. The city s growt 
was outstripping its haphazard water supply, and the city fathe 
^re ready in the surrmer of 1774 to give their favorabie consideration 
to a young man named Christopher Colies who proposed to build a mun- 

iCi Sl^ e a newcatter°to t the city was torn in 1738 of English parents 
in Dublin, Ireland, and educated there. He was described as a man o 
"loveable character, pleasing personality and absolut 

had, moreover,a passionate interest in science and a b «in that teemed 
with inventive ideas. He came to America around 1765, settling fi 
in Philadelphia before moving to New York .. h 

His proposal to "the Mayor, Aldermen and the Conroonalty of the 
City of New York" called for construction of a reservoir to hold . 
million gallons of water, supplied from a well by a steam driven pump 
(then called a "fire engine"),and distributed through pipes made frcm 
tored out pine logs laid underground along the principal streets, with 
risers and taps placed at hundred yard intervals. The w °rk was to be 
completed in two years at a cost of 8,000 pounds, to to defrayed y 
tax of ten shillings per annum on each house (Colies pointed out^tl to £ he 
this would give the citizens a net saving/ since/ y ' 

average annLl cost of water purchased frcm vendors was forty five 

Shl Even^wi thout°household hookups the proposed 

vast improvement in the city's water supply, and the council accord 
ingly voted to accept it. To finance the project they voted an issue 
of paper currency,the first municipal currency in America. 
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T HIS NOTE Hull entitle the to the Sum of. 

1 n t* Q XT T t T Y M* ft $ 

I 1 O l i i** Jt # -! Jw <1 v) 

current M ney of the Colony of Mw-Ter** :?? 
the MAYOR, ALDERMEN, COMMONALTY of 
the C ity of Nra-Vcrk, at the Othcc of Chamberlain of the laid City, 
purfuan: to a Vote of the faid May*, Aldermen, and Commonalty, 
of thim Date. Dated the Second Day of *** lb* Yui c * r 

Lord One Thoufand Sever. Hundred Scvcjicy-hve^ Syrf y 

By Qrdtr tj tbt Cvptr0tt*> t * 
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Obverse of the 8 Shilling Note, 2nd Issue, 1775 
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Ultimately there were four issues, all of similar design, and all 
printed by the colony's official printer,Hugh Gaine, at the sign of 
the Bible & Crown in Hanover Square. To promote public confidence, the 
persons designated to sign the notes were all prominent citizens, 
several of whom were former mayors. 

The first issue, dated August 25, 1774,totaled 2400 pounds, in four 
denominations: 1, 2 and 4 shillings (4,000 of each) and 8 shillings 
(2,500). The New York shilling was equal to a Spanish real, and the 8 
shilling note was therefore equivalent to one Spanish milled dollar or 
Piece of Eight.The notes are printed on white paper with typeset ob¬ 
verses done in in black with touches of red. The reverses are printed 
in black from engravings prepared by Elisha Gallaudet, depicting the 
steam pumping engine with a fountain at each side.This represents 
another first, for this is the world's first paper currency to depict 
machinery. Signers of this issue were John H.Cruger, Whitehead Hicks, 
Jacob Lefferts and J.Watts, Jr. 

A second issue,2500 pounds,is dated August 2,1775.Denominations are: 
2 shillings (5,000),4 shillings (4,000) and 8 shillings (3,000). The 1 
shilling denomination, although authorized, was not issued. The 8 
shillin notes and a few notes of the other denominations have backs on 
dark coarse paper prepared by pasting sheets of white and dark paper 
together prior to printing, evidently as a deterrent to counterfeiting. 


a a ^ m a r. 1 
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Reverse on Dark Paper 
White paper overlaps the dark at left end 


Signers of the second issue were George Brewerton, John H. Cruger, 
Whitehead Hicks, William Waddell and J. Watts, Jr. 

The third issue, 2750 pounds, is dated January 6, 1776. There are 
three denominations: 2 and 4 shillings (2,500 of each),and 8 shillings 
(5,000). Notes of this issue have a numeral 3 in the upper left corner 
of the obverse, denoting 3rd issue, and all have backs of dark coarse 
paper. Signers were N. Bayard, George Brewerton, John H. Cruger,Andrew 
Gautier and J. Watts, Jr. 

The fourth and final issue, 2000 pounds, dated March 5, 1776, has 
only two denominations, 4 shillings (5,000) and 8 shillings (2,500). A 
numeral 4 is placed in the upper left comer of the obverse to denote 
the 4th issue, and all of the backs are on dark coarse paper. Signers 
were Benjamin Bragge, Abraham Brasher, John H. Cruger, Andrew Gautier 
and D. Mathews. 
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While there are a few rare varieties,most of the water works notes, 
while not exactly common, are collectible. Prices range from ca. $50 
in good to ca. $200 in XF. Their attractiveness and historical signif¬ 
icance make them worthy of a place in any collection of antique paper 
money. 

The total of the four issues, 9,650 pounds or 24,125 Spanish milled 
dollars was more than enough to meet the contract price, assuming that 
payment was made in installments as the work progressed. The heart of 
the system was, of course, the pumping engine. No such device had ever 
been built in America, and one might wonder how the City of New York 
could finance the importation of an English engine by issuing paper 
promissory notes which no sane person in England would accept. The 
answer is that Colles did not intend to import the engine; he meant to 
build it right there in New York. 

A few years before Colles was began his work in New York,James Watt 
in England completed the development of the steam engine that was to 
power the Industrial Revolution and make him both famous and wealthy. 
Watt's work was,however, based on an earlier type of engine invented 
around 1710 by Thomas Newcomen, who is scarcely remembered today. 
Newcomen's engines, despite their woeful inefficiency, were soon in 
wide use in Britain and in Europe for pumping water out of mines. The 
basic difference between the two engines was that in Newcomen's steam 
was condensed in the cylinder,producing a vacuum,which caused atmosph¬ 
eric pressure to move the piston,while in Watt's engine the piston was 
moved by the direct application of steam pressure. The engine that 
Colles had in mind was one of the Newcomen type. He was probably aware 
of Watt's work, but Watt's engine was covered by patents, and, in any 
case, facilities to build one did not then exist in America. 

Work commenced with the sinking of a well near a lake, called the 
Collect Pond, at the northern edge of the city. This was followed by 
construction of the reservoir and an engine house.The site is difficult 
to pinpoint today, but it appears to have been a short distance east 
of Broadway, between today's White and Pearl Streets. The engine's 
brass cylinder,weighing about two tons, was cast early in 1775 at the 
New York foundry of Peter T. Curtenius, and the completed engine was 
first operated on March 4, 1776, no doubt a proud and happy day for 
Christopher Colles. 

By this time the American Revolution had been under way for almost a 
year, although it had not yet touched New York. Some accounts have it 
that the war caused the project to be cancelled,but they are apparent¬ 
ly incorrect. In April, 1776, Lt.Isaac Bangs of Massachusetts^ young 
soldier of the American Army,and a recent graduate of Harvard College, 
paid a visit to the engine house to view the new mechanical marvel. 

The engine was not operating at the time, but Bangs's description shows 
that it was complete and operable. Bangs also stated that he was sur¬ 
prised to discover that the machine was actuated and kept in motion "by 
the power of boiling water".His reaction was natural enough for an ed¬ 
ucated man of his time,for no American college then, or for many years 
thereafter,offered any courses in scientific or technical subjects. 

The engine reportedly ran at a rate of ten strokes per minute, 
pumping 29 gallons of water at each stroke. Assuming a lift height of 
40 feet, the power output works out to about three horsepower, the 
same power you get today from a small gasoline driven lawn mower.The 
boiler was fired with wood, consuming \\ cords per day. Without 
knowing just what kind of wood was used, it is impossible to make an 
accurate calculation of the engine's efficiency, but it was abysmally 
low, a bit less than 1% . Nevertheless, it did work, and it was the 
first steam engine built entirely in America. Barely remembered today, 
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the New York engine and Christopher Colles its creator both deserve a 
higher place in history than they have been accorded so far. 

Just as the New York water system was nearing completion, disaster 
struck. In July, 1776, a British army arrived, and in a series of 
battles drove out the Americans and occupied New York.A few days later 
on September 21, 1776, a fire broke out which burned about a guarter 
of the city. Perhaps the water works was destroyed at this time, but 
It seems more likely that it survived the fire only to succumb to 
British looters. The engine would have been a prime target, for its 
cylinder contained enough metal to make four or five cannons. At any 
rate, at some time during the British occupation, which lasted until 
November 1783, the water works was destroyed. Its epitaph was pronoun¬ 
ced by one Samuel Ogden in a 1785 report to the New York Common 
Council: "The late war hath totally ruined the fire engine and water 
works which were erected for the purpose of supplying the city with 

Following the Revolution New York had to wait a long time before it 
2°V P5 0per munlci P al water supply. In 1799 the Manhattan Company, 
headed by Aaron Burr, was organized to supply New York with water.In¬ 
stead of doing so, it concentrated on the banking business permitted 
by its charter, emitting great quantities of banknotes, but very 
little water. It was not until 1842, on completion of the Croton 

water-supply^ aqueduct ' that New York finally got an adequate public 

After his work in New York, Christopher Colies undertook no further 
projects involving steam engines. He left the city in 1776 with the 
retreating American army, which he joined, becoming an artillery 
instructor. After the war he promoted internal improvements,especially 
canals, and engaged in various mercantile pursuits. He is chiefly 
remembered today for his 1789 work,A SURVEY OF THE ROADS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, American first travel guide. He died in modest 
circumstances in 1816,loved,admired and respected by all who knew him. 

The fact that numbers of the New York Water Works notes still exist 
for today's collectors to enjoy is a sure indication that they were 
never redeemed, but there is one notable exception. The NEW YORK TIMES 
for January 6,1876, reported that a single note of the January 6,1776, 
issue was redeemed by the city, and ordered to be preserved in a 
"costly antique frame". Presumably, it was then hung up somewhere in 
the city hall. Could it be there still? 


HOW THE ENGINE WORKED 

For the edification of those interested in learning how the New 
York pumping engine worked, here is an expanded version of the note 
reverse with the mushroom-shaped copper boiler (B), shown complete 
with its firebox. Boiler, cylinder (C) and injection tank (Ti) are 
shown cut away (sectioned).The human figures give an idea of the scale. 

The cylinder, open at the top, was mounted vertically above the 
with its weight supported by two heavy wooden beams set into 
the walls of the engine house. Inside the cylinder was a piston 
connected by a chain to the left end of the rocker arm (Ra), a heavy 
timber with a central pivot set into the engine house wall. The right 
end of this rocker arm was connected by a chain to the pump (P), from 
which a stream of water is shown flowing. This side was deliberately 
made heavier than the other so that when the machine was at rest the 
right or pump end of the rocker arm was in the down position, with the 
left end up, bringing the piston to the top of the cylinder. 

In the operating cycle, the steam valve, Vs, was opened, admitting 
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steam from the boiler into the cylinder. The steam valve was then clos 
ed, and the water injection valve, Vi, opened,spraying cold water from 
the injection tank, Ti, into the steam filled cylinder.This instantly 
condensed the steam, forming a partial vacuum, whereupon atmospheric 
pressure, acting on the top of the piston,pushed it to the bottom of 
the cylinder, pulling down the left end of the rocker arm and raising 
the right end, to produce a working stroke of the pump. 

On completion of the working stroke, water in the cylinder passed 
out through a drain pipe (not shown), and the heavy weight of the pump 
end of the rocker arm pulled it down, returning the piston to the top 
of the cylinder for the next stroke. 

The second chain on the left side of the rocker arm carries the 
"plug rod". As it moved up and down pegs set in it tripped linkages 
(not shown) which opened and closed the steam valve and the injection 
valve in proper sequence, making the machine self acting. The second 
chain on the right side of the rocker arm operated an auxiliary pump 
(not shown), which kept the injection tank filled with water. 

Although reminiscent of some of the weirder works of the late Rube 
Goldberg, it represents the first step in the march of American tech¬ 
nology, which two centuries later landed men on the moon. t 


SOURCES 

The Iconography of Manhattan Island, I.N. Phelps-Stokes, NY, 1 ^ 5 * 

The Early Paper Money of America,3rd.Ed.,Eric. P.Newman, Iola,WI.1990. 
A Survey of the Roads of the United States of America, C. Colles,1789, 
Edited by W.W. Ristow, Cambridge, MA, 1961 

The Steam Engine of Thomas Newcomen, L.T.C. Rolt & J.S. Allen,NY, 
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A NEW BOOK FROM KRMJSB 

STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD CROWNS AND TALERS 1601 TO DATE 

By Chester L. Krause and Clifford L. Mishler 
Colin R. Bruce,II, Editor 


Krause Publications, Book Department 
700 E. State St., Iola, WI 54990-0001 
Hard Cover,1200 pages. Price $75.00 plus $2.50 shipping, U.S. 

VISA and MasterCard customers can call toll free: (800) 258-0929 


Large silver coins - variously known as crowns,talers or dollar-size 
rains -make up the most universally collected coinage in the world, 
and their issue continues today,mostly in the form of non-circulatinq 

rommprmraf i i/oo 3 



Their size (33 millimeters and larger) makes them impressive if only 
for their heft, but the large size also allows for bolder and more 
intricate designs. Because of the large diameter legends and other 
inscriptions are more complete, which aids attribution. 

Efforts to catalog the more modem crowns date back to J.W. Scott's 
pioneering compilations published as price lists of circulating foreign 

coins at the turn of the century. 
These were followed by reference cat¬ 
alogs by Wayte Raymond and R.S. 
Yeoman. 

Dr. John S. Davenport's works on 
European and Asian crowns are the 
ones most familiar to today's coll¬ 
ectors. His original series of eight 
catalogs of European crowns and tal¬ 
ers was published from 1947 through 
1979. Before Davenport, collectors 
had to search for numerous special¬ 
ized, obscure and out-of-print books. 
The new Krause catalog takes Daven¬ 
port's work one step further by com¬ 
bining all issues of all periods. 

The new book's 1200 pages cont¬ 
ain more than 10,000 illustrations. 
Coins issued from 1601 to 1993 are 
grouped by country and listed chron¬ 
ologically. Listings for issues up to 
1800 are cross referenced to Daven¬ 
port numbers. From 1800 on, numbers 
match those in THE STANDARD CATALOG 
OF WORLD COINS. Each coin is valued 
in up to four of the most commonly 
mi** w- i.-. . encountered grades of preservation. 

Cliff Mishler says, "'Ibis new volume is unequaled in scope, size and 
comprehensive detail by any other reference on the market today embr¬ 
acing crown size coins of the world from 1601 through 1993.We are pleas¬ 
ed to have benefited from the encouragement and assistance provided by 
Dr. Davenport in the preparation and presentation of those early list¬ 
ings in particular, and as a critic of the overall undertaking". 

The new crown catalog can be purchased from many coin and hobby book 
dealers, or you can order it directly from Krause Publications. 
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Earl F- Blaisdell 

1937-1994 

Earl F. Blaisdell, co-owner of Comnonwealth Coin Shows, died June 
30, 1994 at his home in Falls Church, Va. of multiple schlerosis. 

Earl, a native of Wolcott, N.Y., moved to the Washington, D.C. area 
in 1960. After serving in the Army, he worked in the field of ata 
processing until the late 1960s, when he became a partner,first m the 
Nova Coin and Stamp Shop in Washington, and later in the Northern 
Virginia Coin and Stamp Shop in Falls Church. He was veil known to 
most of us through his sponsorship of coin shows, particularly t e 
popular quarterly show in Vienna, Va., and for his provision o 
support services for coin shows throughout the mid-Atlantic area. This 
business will continue under the direction of his partner, Dan Coker. 

Earl's manifold services to our hobby earned him the Walt Mason 
Award in 1991; he was also honored by the American Numismatic Assoc¬ 
iation and the Metropolitan Washington Numismatic Association. . 

His many friends sincerely mourn his passing, and the Virginia 
Numismatic Association extends profound sympathy to his wife, Carmi, 
his stepchildren, Mike Miller and Elaine Miller and their children. 

DORIS MOSTAIN 


1919-1994 

Belated news has just been received of the death last May of Mrs. 
Doris Mustain of Newport News, Va. She was a member of VNA for twenty 
four years, having joined in 1969 as mesnber no. 434. She was also a 
former secretary of the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club. Although many o 
us never had the pleasure of meeting her, we all benefited from ter 
work of addressing and stuffing the mailing envelopes for THE VIRGINIA 
NUMISMATIST, which she faithfully performed from the first issue in 
1965 to April of this year. She retired after preparing the May issue, 
and, tragically, died just three weeks later. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy to her 

family. 


lctther d. tickle 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends its condolences to VNA 
member Mrs. Louise M. Tickle and the family on the death on May 31 of 
her husband, Mr. Luther D. Tickle of Mechanicsville, Va. Luther was 
frequently in attendance at our gatherings, and we will miss him. 


A NEW MAJOR PAPER MONEY SHCW IN CHICAGO IN 1995 

The Chicago Paper Money Exposition,sponsored by Krause Publications, 
in cooperation with the Chicago International Coin Fair, W1 
Feb 24-26, 1995, at the Ramada O'Hare Hotel and Conference Center, 
6600 N Mannheim Rd., Rosemont, Ill. Kevin Foley is General Chairman. 

A major paper money auction will be conducted by Lyn F. Knight. 

The rate for an 8 foot table at the first show is $ 99 , while a two 
table comer costs $169.Table holders for 1995 are guaranteed the same 
rates, and also preference for space at the 1996 show. 

For information, or to reserve tables, contact F °^' F ’°’ 

573, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Phone:(414) 282-2388.Fax:(414) 282 3528. 
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NEWS OF COR CLUBS 


^?™® RIA , C0IN (XUB (V 1 ® Member Club). Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 
in d Ab^ndria S Va ^ Hamn ° nd JUnior High 5011001 ' 4646 Seminary Rd., 

SLUE RiDQE COTN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club).Meets monthly .Meeting day has 

StaSt 152S fc fe t- 3 p d ' ^ 0S ^ y - Meeting P lace is sti11 Bonanza 
^ Rl ° Rd •'Charl°ttesvilie,Va.The December meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, the 12th. y 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th 
Tuesdays at the YMCA in Collinsville, Va. They are holding a co?n show 
1 Mattmsville, Oct. 29-30; for details, see the notice on page 4. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly at 7:30 PM on 1st 
Tuesdays at the Signet Bank Bldg.,7 North 8th St.in Richmond.In August 
Dave Armstrong gave an interesting talk on German Emergency Money. 

if J ^ 0 B N of'^e ( ^ Me ? er Cyub )- Meets °n ^e 2nd Monday of each month 
in Room B of the Salon Civic Center at 7:30 PM. The club will hold its 

detail fal1 ^ ln Sh ? W Ifov ' 5-6 at the American Legion Bldg.in Salem.For 
details see the notice on page 4 of this issue. 

am®ND0AH VALLEY COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly on 2nd 

Sr at a i th ® ^ Switzer Bldg.,Woodrow Wilson Rehab. 

InJul y they celebrated the 35th anniversary of the 
f dlng ° n JUly 6 ' 1959 -Charter member Frank Cacciapaglia pres- 
ented a program on club history. They will hold a fall coinshow at 
Augusta Expoland Dec. 3-4; for information see the notice on page 4. 

The^e^L^™ (VNA Member Club).Meets monthly on 2nd.Wednesdays. 
The new meeting place is the VFW Hall, 4809 Bartee St.,next to Wendy's 

tha^di^- 01 ^®" Th6ir discussion topic for July was coins smaller 

on NiMi^Ltlc 6 ^ 01 " 8 that are n0t roUnd ^ 001,13 wifc h holes.A program 
on Numismatic Scams was presented by Guy Clark. They will hold a coin 

oct ' 22 - 23 ' ■“ ^ »«- 

3rcT^Lv^ NSUI £ C0IN , CLUB (VNA “ember Club). Meets at 7:30 PM on the 
^ d A ^” day ° f ea <*month at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. 

hSld 3 bu V- sell -swap session followed by a prog- 
ram entitled "Make Your Own Deal". 1 ^ ^ 

S0CIETY - MBete at the Washington Congregational 
Se ^S d^f Msssachusetts Ave, N.W. .Washington, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 
Ine WNS does not meet in the months of July and August. 

CUB SECRETARIES PLEASE NOTE 

If your club is not designated above as a "VNA Member Club" it 
means that you are not in good standing due to non-payment of 1994 

tin S m Y ? U ^ f 1 ^ Ck in good standin 9 by sending your 1994 dues of 
?10.00 to the Secretary-Treasurer, Harry L. Ward, Jr., 13004 Edqetree 
Court, Midlothian, VA 23113. Send $20 & you'll by paid up for '95,too. 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 





* Ad/ 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle, President 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 















SHOW CALENDAR 


Sep.24-25 

Roanoke, VA 

ROANOKE AIRPORT MARRIOTT 

VIRGINIA NCKTSMATIC 

association 

Sep.23-25 

Chattanooga, TN 

Day's Inn, East Ridge 

TENNESSEE STATE 
numismatic ASSOC. 

Oct.7-9 

Columbia, MD 

Holiday Inn 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 
numismatic ASSOC. 

Oct.22-23 

Virginia Beach, VA 

Virginia Beach Pavilion 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB 

Oct.29-30 

Martinsville, VA 

Show Bldg., US220 North 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB 

Nov.5-6 

Vienna, VA 

Community Ctr. 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

Nov.5-6 

Salem, VA 

Amer. legion Bldg.710 Apperson Dr. 

SALEM COIN CLUB 

Nov.25-27 

Springfield, VA 

Holiday Inn Express, 1-95 & 1-495 

D.C. METRO COIN 

SHOW 

Dec.3-4 

Fishersville, VA 

Augusta Expoland, 1-64, Exit 91 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 



PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 
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WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German and French coins from 1940 

to 1944.They must be uncirculated; will also consider unc. 1944 coins 
of other countries. Please describe and price. 

Bo bert Hawkins, P.0. Box 5173, Henderson, NC 27536-—-—-—- 

FOR SALE: 5 US coins graded & in 2X2s,$2.00 ppd. None after 69. Send 
S.A.S.E. for list 


Will 


Larry V. Rowland, L.C.C.,P0 Box 43 92, Danville, VA 24540-0107- 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks, Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704 ) 633-5177- 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 ---.- 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 
UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va.tax) . __ 

Dorsey A.Howard,P0 Box 418 ,Chesterfield, VA 23832-0418; (804) 796-7954 __ 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY 

THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 
Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 


ne&a, r —:v~ -—-—---; 

WANTED: DAV miniature license tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Hei ghts, VA 23834- 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '93 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50<t each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 --- 

FOR SALE: Virginia milk bottle caps.Most 50$ each.Send SASE for list. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684; (804) 220-2 01T .— 

WANTED: B.P.O.E* (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.0. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _____ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif¬ 
icates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 2290 1- 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey ,Portugal 

Spain, Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Commonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, A ustralia— 
VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: Competative prices. Send your 
want list.Merv Reynolds, PO Box 4324 Fort E ustis, VA 23604-0324- 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, V A 22630—-- 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 2 4104 / (703) 297-5898 


VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words (not including name & 
address) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

Ads will be nan in four issues, and may be renewed. Ads must be typed 
or printed. Only one ad per person per issue can be accepted. 


IF YOU'RE SEEKING SOMETHING SPECIAL, OR HAVE MATERIAL TO SELL OR TRADE, 
SEND IN AN AD. 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 
















Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 

_ . $45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Catalogues by Subscription Only ^ jn EURQpE ELSEWHE RE AIRMAIL 



CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 


Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


IL*M. Simllic&(* o«*Iik* 

Vf " Established l m) 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 
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